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February 2014 

Dear Students 

 

Making the correct GCSE choices is vitally important and will greatly affect the progress you 

make over years 10 and 11. 

 

Online in FROG and inside this Options Booklet you will find key information about choosing 

the subjects you will study to GCSE. 

 

Please make sure that you read through as many of the different subject pages as possible. 

Even if you think that you may not be interested in a certain subject, you may be surprised 

by what they cover at GCSE, and this could affect your choices. 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

• It is very important that parents and students attend the progress review meetings on 

Monday 3
rd

 March. 

 

Subject teachers will be available to discuss option choices during the progress reviews. 

During the afternoon Mr. Owen will be giving a talk in the Jubilee Centre regarding options 

choices at the following times: 2.40, 3.40 and 4.40pm. 

 

To Parents and Students: 

 

Above all else, you must do the following: 

 

1.  Choose 4 options, the information for each course is available on FROG. 

2.  Complete the options form online in FROG by Friday 7
th

 March. 

 

If your submission is late, then you may miss out on certain subjects if they are 

oversubscribed. 

 

If you require any further assistance, then please do not hesitate to contact your 

son/daughter’s tutor, their Head of Year, Mr Moulton, or myself. 

 

 

Mr J. Owen 

Assistant Headteacher in charge of Key Stage 4. 
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Key Questions: 
 

1. What subjects do I have to study in years 10 and 11? 

Almost all students in years 10 and 11 will study GCSEs in: 

• English Language 

• English Literature 

• Mathematics 

• At least 2 Sciences: Core (Year 10) and Additional (Year 11) 

• Core ICT 

• A full or short course in Religious Studies 

• A short course in Physical Education 

 

As well as these subjects you have to choose 4 options. 

 

2. What options are available? 

You will need to choose 4 from the following list of subjects: 

• Technology Subjects: Food , Graphics, Resistant Materials, Textiles 

• Languages: French, Spanish. 

• Humanities: History, Geography. 

• Performing Arts: Dance, Drama, Music. 

• General Subjects: Science – Third Award, Art and Design, Physical Education, Leisure and 

Tourism (Double Option) 

 

3. Are there any rules with the choices? 

Yes, you are only able to choose one of the Technology Subjects. Also, if you want to choose a 

language you must opt for the one you have been studying in year 9. 

 

4. Will all courses definitely run? 

We hope that we will be able to offer all the courses outlined. However, if there are insufficient 

numbers of students choosing certain subjects, then those subjects will not run. 

 

5. Is there any general advice? 

We would suggest that you try and pick subjects from at least three different categories so that 

you are studying a mixture of studies. This will help to give you more options when you are 

looking at the college courses you want to move on to after your GCSEs. 

 

6. What is the English Baccalaureate? 

The English Baccalaureate is achieved when you get a C Grade or better in English, Maths, 

Science, a language (French or Spanish at Thamesmead) and at least one humanity (History or 

Geography). 

 

7. Is it important to make sure my choices mean I will achieve the English Baccalaureate? 

It is still not clear how important the English Baccalaureate will be. If you have ambitions of 

going to University, it would be advisable to make sure that you choose a language (French or 

Spanish) and an humanity (Geography or History), though this is not to say that it would stop 

you getting to University if you did not have these subjects. 

 

8. What happens next? 

Ensure you complete your option choices online by Friday 7
th

 March. You will receive a letter 

advising which subjects have been allocated in July 2014. 
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CAREERS INFORMATION 
 

Q. I’ve no idea what I want to do! 

A. There’s no need to worry. Few people know what career they want and they will 

probably change their minds several times before starting work, training or further education. You 

have to study English, Maths, Science and ICT as they are essential. These, together with a broad and 

balanced choice of other subjects, mean that you should have all you need. 

 

Research your current career using the resources mentioned below to make sure that you are not 

missing anything vital e.g. Art and Design for Architecture and Photography A levels. A modern 

foreign language is required for entry to some of the top universities, regardless of your chosen 

degree course. 

 

Q. Where can I look at Careers Information? 

A. There is a wide range of information in the school Careers Library (in the Learning Centre) 

which is open during break and lunch times as well as after school. You can also access information 

on the Internet. The National Careers Service (www.careersservice.direct.gov.uk) has a lot of useful 

information. Pupils have registered for and used KUDOS and www.u-explore.com in lessons and 

have details on p.7 of their planners. Parents can also register with u-explore using the school code 

64730 when requested. 

 

Q.  Who can I talk to at school for more advice? 

A. Speak with your tutor, he/she knows you well and can advise you on your strengths and 

weaknesses. Mrs Morris, as the Careers Co-ordinator, will also be able to give guidance or arrange 

for you to have an interview with one of our independent Careers Advisors on their weekly visits. 

 

Top tips 

Qualifications gained at school are just the start. Many of you will be working in jobs that haven’t 

even been invented yet and can expect to change the type of work you do many times in your 

working life. 

 

Over 30 subjects can be studied at A/S and A2 level and for many of these you need not have 

studied them at school. Don’t forget apprenticeships and vocational courses as these routes can lead 

you to the future you want. 

 

There are courses for everyone – whatever you have achieved at school. Look at the routes and 

qualifications you can take on the UCAS progress site http://www.ucasprogress.com 

 

Broadly speaking a range of subjects have high value in terms of keeping young people’s options 

open and meeting general higher education entrance requirements.  You may want to check well 

ahead by looking at Higher Education sites: www.ucas.ac.uk and www.russellgroup.ac.uk/informed- 

choices.aspx 

 

This is an exciting time and we hope you are inspired by some of the opportunities ahead of you. We 

are always here to listen to your concerns or help you make your choices – just come and talk. Good 

luck! 

 



 

Geography GCSE 
 

 

Syllabus Details 

Exam Board OCR Specification J385

 

What you will learn 

 

Theme 1 Rivers and Coasts

Flood management strategies; coastal management strategies

Theme 2 Population and Settlement

Population management strategies; settlement development

Theme 3 Natural Hazard 

Hazard planning and protection; 

Theme 4 Economic Developmen

Aid and Development; Managing economic development 

  

How you will learn 

A variety of study activities including

ICT, research. 

 

Skills you will develop include: 

Independent research,  ICT Skills, map skills, problem  solving, decision making, data interpretation, 

communication skills, data collection and interpretation, fieldwork, statistical representation

 

Controlled Assessment 

There is one piece of controlled assessment, they make up 25% of your final grade:

Fieldwork focus - 2000 word assessment based on primary data (fieldwork).

A one-day compulsory field trip. 

 

The Exam Papers 

There are two papers for GCSE Geography, they make up 75% of your final grade.

 

Paper one: Sustainable Decision Making Paper 

Paper two: Key Geographical Themes 

 

You will be expected to purchase an exam pr

 

Careers and Geography 

 

Geography is useful in many ways, as

simply as an enjoyable and interesting subject.

 

Many jobs require the skills and knowledge learnt through 

it can be combined with a whole range of subjects. Below are some examples of areas of further study and 

employment. 

 

Agriculture and Horticulture, Art & 

Construction, Environmental Health, Technical Film Advisor,  Geology, ICT, Journalism, Languages, Law, 

Local Government Work, Location Manager, Media, Meteorology, Oceanography, Publishing, Retail 

Management, Social Work, Surveying, Teaching,
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Specification J385 

Rivers and Coasts 

Flood management strategies; coastal management strategies 

Population and Settlement 

Population management strategies; settlement development and planning

Hazard planning and protection; Hazard prediction methods 

Economic Development 

Development; Managing economic development and environmental 

study activities including classwork, homework, fieldwork, group work, role play, presen

Independent research,  ICT Skills, map skills, problem  solving, decision making, data interpretation, 

communication skills, data collection and interpretation, fieldwork, statistical representation

There is one piece of controlled assessment, they make up 25% of your final grade:

2000 word assessment based on primary data (fieldwork). 

 

There are two papers for GCSE Geography, they make up 75% of your final grade. 

Paper one: Sustainable Decision Making Paper - 1 hour 30 minutes (25%) 

Paper two: Key Geographical Themes - 1 hour 45 minutes (50%) 

You will be expected to purchase an exam practice booklet. 

Geography is useful in many ways, as a preparation for the world of work, for A Levels and University, or 

simply as an enjoyable and interesting subject. 

Many jobs require the skills and knowledge learnt through GCSE Geography. Geography is a good subject as 

it can be combined with a whole range of subjects. Below are some examples of areas of further study and 

, Art & Design, Business Studies, Cartography, Chemistry, Civil

Construction, Environmental Health, Technical Film Advisor,  Geology, ICT, Journalism, Languages, Law, 

Local Government Work, Location Manager, Media, Meteorology, Oceanography, Publishing, Retail 

Management, Social Work, Surveying, Teaching, Town Planning, Travel and Tourism.

 

and planning 

and environmental conflict. 

, fieldwork, group work, role play, presentations, 

Independent research,  ICT Skills, map skills, problem  solving, decision making, data interpretation, 

communication skills, data collection and interpretation, fieldwork, statistical representation. 

There is one piece of controlled assessment, they make up 25% of your final grade: 

 

a preparation for the world of work, for A Levels and University, or 

GCSE Geography. Geography is a good subject as 

it can be combined with a whole range of subjects. Below are some examples of areas of further study and 

, Business Studies, Cartography, Chemistry, Civil Engineering, 

Construction, Environmental Health, Technical Film Advisor,  Geology, ICT, Journalism, Languages, Law, 

Local Government Work, Location Manager, Media, Meteorology, Oceanography, Publishing, Retail 

Town Planning, Travel and Tourism. 



 

History 
 

 

Examining Board: OCR 

 

Syllabus: J417 

 

What you will learn 

 

International Relations 1945-1979

• Who was to blame for the Cold War and what was the Iron Curtain.

• How close did we come to Nuclear

• Why did the United States lose the Vietnam War.

• What caused the Soviet Empire in Eastern Europe to collapse.

 

USA 1919-1940 

• The 1920s in the United States (the ‘Roaring Twenties’, boom, women, prohibition, gangsters)

• The Wall Street Crash in 1929

• The Great Depression of the 1930s.

• The New Deal 

 

The Rise of Hitler and the Nazis (controlled assessment topic)

• How Hitler came to power 

• The Nazi State 

• Treatment of the Jews in Germany under the Nazis

 

Britain 1906-18 

• Women’s struggle for the vote

• Home front during World War One

• Liberal Reforms 

 

How you will learn this 

Textbooks, film and video, Internet research, interactive activities

give you the opportunity to present your views and

and TV documentaries. 

 

Skills you will develop 

• Empathy 

• Researching Skills 

• Report writing 

• Communicating ideas 

 

Final Exam 

Two papers, one 2 hours long and the other 1½ hours long.

 

Courses and Career opportunities

The GCSE course prepares you very well for AS and A2 level History if you wish to take it at college.

 

Careers for which History is especially useful are journalism, law, communication, advertising and media
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1979 

Who was to blame for the Cold War and what was the Iron Curtain. 

How close did we come to Nuclear war over the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

Why did the United States lose the Vietnam War. 

What caused the Soviet Empire in Eastern Europe to collapse. 

The 1920s in the United States (the ‘Roaring Twenties’, boom, women, prohibition, gangsters)

Wall Street Crash in 1929 

The Great Depression of the 1930s. 

The Rise of Hitler and the Nazis (controlled assessment topic) 

Treatment of the Jews in Germany under the Nazis 

struggle for the vote 

Home front during World War One 

Textbooks, film and video, Internet research, interactive activities, group work, discussions. The course will 

give you the opportunity to present your views and opinions by writing reports, diaries, newspaper articles 

Two papers, one 2 hours long and the other 1½ hours long. 

opportunities 

The GCSE course prepares you very well for AS and A2 level History if you wish to take it at college.

Careers for which History is especially useful are journalism, law, communication, advertising and media

 

The 1920s in the United States (the ‘Roaring Twenties’, boom, women, prohibition, gangsters) 

work, discussions. The course will 

opinions by writing reports, diaries, newspaper articles 

The GCSE course prepares you very well for AS and A2 level History if you wish to take it at college. 

Careers for which History is especially useful are journalism, law, communication, advertising and media. 
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MFL: French 
 

 

Examining Board: AQA  

 

Syllabus: 4658 

 

What you will learn 

You will already have covered many of the topics in years 7, 8 and 9 and will be in a strong position to do 

well in this subject. 

 

The topics you will expand on are: 

• Health 

• Relationships and choices 

• Free time and the media 

• Holidays 

• Home and local area 

• Environment 

• School and future plans 

• Current and future jobs 

 

 

How you will learn this 

• Individual work, group work and pair work, 

• Using CDs, DVDs, the internet, ICT, including podcasting and a variety of other resources. 

 

Assessment throughout the course 

Four pieces of written controlled assessment will be completed over the two years. Work will be completed 

in school, under exam conditions but some preparation for it may be done at home and it will make up 30% 

of final marks. 

 

Three short speaking exams will take place over the two years (worth 30%). Students will know the tasks in 

advance and will be able to prepare for them in school and at home. 

 

 

Your final examination 

At the end of the course you will be examined on your Listening (20%) and Reading (20%) skills. 

 

 

Skills you will develop 

The course is designed to enable you to communicate in situations in which you might realistically find 

yourself whilst in France, or in any other French speaking countries. You will also develop skills in working 

with others collaboratively. 

 

 

Courses and Career opportunities after GCSE 

A grade C or above in GCSE French will enable you to continue your studies of French at A/S and A2 levels. 

Employers think highly of students with a language GCSE whether you want to go into the Travel and 

Tourism industry or the business world. Additionally, the current government has introduced the English 

Baccalaureate which includes a modern foreign language and some universities and colleges may require 

this as a condition of entry. 
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MFL: Spanish 
 

 

Examining Board: AQA  

 

Syllabus: 4698 

 

What you will learn 

Spanish GCSE is available to all students. You will have covered a lot of topics in year 8 and 9 and will be in a 

strong position to do well in this subject. 

 

The topics you will expand on are: 

• Health 

• Relationships and choices 

• Free time and the media 

• Holidays 

• Home and local area 

• Environment 

• School and future plans 

• Current and future jobs 

 

How you will learn this: 

 

Lessons will take the form of: 

• Individual work, group work and pair work, 

• Using CDs, DVDs, the internet, ICT, including podcasting and a variety of other resources. 

 

Assessment throughout the course 

Four pieces of written coursework will be completed over the two years. Controlled assessment will be 

completed in school, under exam conditions but preparation for it may be done at home and will make up 

30% of final marks. 

 

Three speaking exams will take place over the two years (worth 30%) Students will be able to prepare for 

them in advance in school and at home. 

 

Your final examination 

At the end of the course you will be examined on your Listening (20%) and Reading (20%) skills. 

 

Skills you will develop 

The course is designed to enable you to communicate in situations in which you might realistically find 

yourself whilst in Spain, in South America, or in any other Spanish speaking countries. You will also develop 

skills in working with others collaboratively. 

 

Courses and Career opportunities after GCSE 

A grade C or above in GCSE Spanish will enable you to continue your studies of Spanish at A/S and A2 levels. 

Employers think highly of students with a language GCSE whether you want to go into the Travel and 

Tourism industry or the business world. Additionally, the current government has introduced the English 

Baccalaureate which includes a modern foreign language and some universities and colleges may require 

this as a condition of entry. 
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Design Technology – Food 
 

 

Examining Board: AQA  

 

Syllabus: 4547 

 

What you will learn 

This course is about the designing and making of marketable food products.  You will be learning about the 

properties of a wide range of food components whilst at the same time developing your practical skills to a 

high level. 

 

Topics covered over the five terms include: 

• Adapting recipes 

• The physical, chemical and aesthetic functions of ingredients 

• Dietary needs and what influences people’s eating patterns 

• Commercial food production and food and the law, including hygiene 

• The nutritional profiling of food products 

• Food packaging and labeling 

• Food preservation methods and the uses of additives 

• Smart foods and ingredients 

 

How you will learn this 

• Through a series of Design and Make Tasks 

• By investigating consumers’ views 

• By comparing existing commercial products with home-made 

• Through experimental work 

• By testing and tasting foods using tasting panels 

• Through lots of practical work for which you are expected to provide ingredients- This is a regular and 

integral part of this course 

 

Skills you will develop 

• Planning and working independently 

• Working through the design process 

• A thorough understanding of design, product and manufacturing specifications 

• Evaluating against the specification 

• Excellent practical skills 

• A good understanding of the Food Industry 

 

Your Controlled Assessment: 

Your Controlled Assessment is an individual project over 45 hours following the Design and Make process. It 

is worth 60% of the final grade 

 

Your final examination 

You will sit a 2-hour paper worth 40% of your final grade. 

 

Courses and career opportunities after GCSE 

We have strong links with various colleges to help you further your interest in the food industry, including 

Catering. Career choices are vast, from food science to professional taste/testing. You could be involved in 

product development with a Supermarket or you could train to be a Food technology teacher – there are 

countless choices. 

  



 

Design Technology – Graphic Products
 

 

Examining Board: EDEXCEL  

 

Syllabus 2GR01 

 

What you will learn: 

• Design & manufacture of graphic products

• Computer aided design and manufacture

• Packaging and advertising 

• Environmental design and sustainable issues

• Graphic presentation skills 

 

 

How you will learn this: 

• Controlled assessments 

• Practical assessments 

• Theoretical study 

• Various mini-focused projects in Year 10 incorporating skills needed to complete your GCSE.

• For the Y11 controlled assessment you will do 1 major design and make activity. (This counts for

60% of the final GCSE grade.) 

 

Aims and learning outcomes: 

The GCSE specifications in design and technology enable candidates to:

• Actively engage in the process of design and 

learners. 

• Make decisions, consider sustainability and combine skills with understanding in 

make quality products 

• Explore ways in which aesthetics, technical, economic, environmental, ethical, economic, 

environmental, ethical and social dimensions interact to shape designing and making

• Analyse existing products and produce pr

recognising their impact on quality of life

• Develop decision-making skills through individual and collaborative working

• Understand that designing and making reflect and influence cultures and societies

have an impact on lifestyle. 

• Develop skills of creativity and critical analysis through making links between the principles of good 

design, existing solutions and technological knowledge

 

Courses and Career opportunities after GCSE:

• College courses: 

• Graphic design A/S and A2 level

• Media communication and production GNVQ

• Photography BTEC 

 

Career opportunities include: 

• Civil engineering 

• Architecture/Housing Development

• Design: Industrial, Product and Packaging

• Computer Aided Design (CAD)

• Teaching/Lecturing 
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Graphic Products 

manufacture of graphic products 

omputer aided design and manufacture 

nvironmental design and sustainable issues 

focused projects in Year 10 incorporating skills needed to complete your GCSE.

For the Y11 controlled assessment you will do 1 major design and make activity. (This counts for

 

GCSE specifications in design and technology enable candidates to: 

process of design and technology to develop as effective and

Make decisions, consider sustainability and combine skills with understanding in 

Explore ways in which aesthetics, technical, economic, environmental, ethical, economic, 

environmental, ethical and social dimensions interact to shape designing and making

existing products and produce practical solutions to needs, wants and opportunities,

their impact on quality of life. 

making skills through individual and collaborative working. 

Understand that designing and making reflect and influence cultures and societies

Develop skills of creativity and critical analysis through making links between the principles of good 

design, existing solutions and technological knowledge. 

Courses and Career opportunities after GCSE: 

Graphic design A/S and A2 level 

Media communication and production GNVQ 

Architecture/Housing Development 

Design: Industrial, Product and Packaging 

Computer Aided Design (CAD) 

 

focused projects in Year 10 incorporating skills needed to complete your GCSE. 

For the Y11 controlled assessment you will do 1 major design and make activity. (This counts for 

to develop as effective and independent 

Make decisions, consider sustainability and combine skills with understanding in order to design and 

Explore ways in which aesthetics, technical, economic, environmental, ethical, economic, 

environmental, ethical and social dimensions interact to shape designing and making. 

actical solutions to needs, wants and opportunities, 

 

Understand that designing and making reflect and influence cultures and societies, and that products 

Develop skills of creativity and critical analysis through making links between the principles of good 



 

Design Technology – Resistant Materials
 

 

Examining Board: EDEXCEL  

 

Syllabus 2RM01 

 

What you will learn: 

• Designing using appropriate materials

• Communication of ideas 

• Practical, manual and machine skills

• CAD/CAM 

• Product Analysis and Evaluation

 

How you will learn this: 

• Controlled assessments 

• Practical assessments 

• Theoretical study 

• Various mini-focused projects in Year 10 incorporating skills needed to complete your GCSE.

• For the Y11 controlled assessment you will do 1 major design and

the final GCSE grade) 

 

Aims and learning outcomes: 

The GCSE specifications in design and technology enable candidates to:

• Actively engage in the processes of design and technology to develop 

learners. 

• Make decisions, consider sustainability and combine skills with understanding in order to design and 

make quality products 

• Explore ways in which aesthetics, technical, economic, environmental, ethical, economic, 

environmental, ethical and social dimensions interact to shape designing and making

• Analyse existing products and produce practical solutions to needs, wants and opportunities, 

recognising their impact on quality of life

• Develop decision- making skills through individual and co

• Understand that designing and making reflect and influence cultures and societies, and that products 

have an impact on lifestyle 

• Develop skills of creativity and critical analysis through making links between the principles of good 

design, existing solutions and technological knowledge

 

Your final examination: 

A two-hour paper covering design skills and subject knowledge

 

Courses and Career opportunities after GCSE:

College courses: 

• Industrial Design A/S and A2 level

• Engineering GNVQ / NVQ / BTEC

• Design & Technology A/S and A2 level

• Auto CAD and Turbo CAD courses

 

Career opportunities: 

• All areas of Industrial Design and Management

• Modern Apprenticeship 
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Resistant Materials 

signing using appropriate materials 

ractical, manual and machine skills 

Evaluation 

focused projects in Year 10 incorporating skills needed to complete your GCSE.

For the Y11 controlled assessment you will do 1 major design and make activity. (This counts for 60% of 

The GCSE specifications in design and technology enable candidates to: 

Actively engage in the processes of design and technology to develop as effective and

Make decisions, consider sustainability and combine skills with understanding in order to design and 

Explore ways in which aesthetics, technical, economic, environmental, ethical, economic, 

and social dimensions interact to shape designing and making

Analyse existing products and produce practical solutions to needs, wants and opportunities, 

recognising their impact on quality of life 

making skills through individual and collaborative working 

Understand that designing and making reflect and influence cultures and societies, and that products 

Develop skills of creativity and critical analysis through making links between the principles of good 

gn, existing solutions and technological knowledge 

hour paper covering design skills and subject knowledge 

Courses and Career opportunities after GCSE: 

Industrial Design A/S and A2 level 

NVQ / BTEC 

Design & Technology A/S and A2 level 

Auto CAD and Turbo CAD courses 

All areas of Industrial Design and Management 

 

focused projects in Year 10 incorporating skills needed to complete your GCSE. 

make activity. (This counts for 60% of 

effective and independent 

Make decisions, consider sustainability and combine skills with understanding in order to design and 

Explore ways in which aesthetics, technical, economic, environmental, ethical, economic, 

and social dimensions interact to shape designing and making 

Analyse existing products and produce practical solutions to needs, wants and opportunities, 

 

Understand that designing and making reflect and influence cultures and societies, and that products 

Develop skills of creativity and critical analysis through making links between the principles of good 
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Design Technology – Textiles 
 

 

Examination Board: AQA  

 

Syllabus: 4572 

 

What you will learn 

This course is about designing and making quality, original textile products.  You will learn about the 

properties and characteristics of a wide range of fibres, fabrics and components and develop the practical 

skills needed to make these into attractive and marketable products. 

 

Topics covered 

• Methods of decorating fabrics 

• How fibres are made into fabrics 

• New technologies in the textile industry, including smart and modern fabrics 

• The use of commercial patterns to make an item of clothing 

• Moral and ethical issues affecting textile products. 

• Sustainability and environmental issues affecting textile products 

 

How you will learn this 

• Through class discussions and activities 

• By researching a fashion designer’s work and making a class presentation 

• By completing a work book of samples 

• By evaluating existing products and designing and making your own product to a chosen theme 

 

Skills you will develop 

• The ability to plan your work carefully in advance  using various sources to research information 

• The ability to work through the design process 

• A thorough understanding of design, product and manufacturing specifications 

• The ability to evaluate products objectively 

• Excellent practical skills 

 

Your Controlled Assessment 

Your Controlled Assessment is worth 60% of your final examination grade and will start in the summer of 

Year 10 to be completed by the end of February in Year 11. This single project will follow the Design and 

Make process, focusing on a Design Brief chosen from a range offered, including clothing, home furnishings 

and handicraft items. 

 

Your final examination 

You will sit a 2-hour written paper worth 40% of your final grade. 

 

Courses and career opportunities after GCSE 

There are several courses you could study at A-Level including art textiles, product design and design 

technology. Career choices are vast and include Textile Manufacturing and Management, Costume Design 

for films and television and Fashion Design 

 

Although it is not absolutely essential it is recommended that you have access to a sewing machine.  You 

must also be prepared to buy your own fabrics, patterns and components. 
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Drama 
 

 

Examining Board: Edexcel 

 

Syllabus: GCSE Drama 2DR01 

 

What you will study: 

Drama at GCSE level will build upon the skills and knowledge that you have already learned at KS3 about 

acting, performing and stagecraft.   It is a mainly practical course but there is also a lot of written work 

(5000 word documentary evidence). 

 

What you will learn to do: 

• Develop creative innovative ways of working in order for you to communicate through the art form of 

drama. 

• Use the drama process to explore themes, issues, and ideas within the context of your own and others’ 

work, including that of theatre practitioners. 

• Understand how playwrights use drama to realise text in performance. 

• Develop your understanding through explorative strategies and the medium and elements of drama. 

 

The coursework you will complete: 

The coursework is worth 60% of the final mark and is broken down into two components: 

 

Unit 1: Use of drama to explore ideas and issues in response to material from different times and cultures 

• Assessment over six, one-hour practical workshops 

• Documentary evidence for a portfolio worth 3000 words which is completed under controlled 

conditions. 

 

Unit 2: Explore a complete play text. Understand how actors, directors and playwrights communicate ideas 

through the medium and elements of drama. 

• Assessment over six, one-hour practical workshops 

• Documentary evidence for a portfolio worth 3000 words which is completed under controlled 

conditions, one of which will be an evaluation of a professional production. 

 

 

The final examination: 

The Unit 3 final exam in Year 11 is worth 40% of the final grade and is marked by an external examiner.  

There are two options for the final exam: 

 

• Devised performance 

• Scripted performance 

 

 

Courses and career opportunities after GCSE: 

• A/S and A2 levels in Theatre Studies 

• A/S and A2 levels in Performing Arts 

• BTEC in Performing Arts 

• Industry based apprenticeship 
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GCSE Dance 
 

 

Examining Board: AQA  

 

Syllabus: 4232 

 

 

What you will learn to do 

• Appreciate different forms of stimuli to create a dance 

• Look at the historical and social context of dance 

• Develop the knowledge, skills and understanding needed to perform, choreograph and analyse a range 

of dance styles e.g. ballet, contemporary 

• Identify musical structures to aid choreography 

• Explain how costumes, lighting and set can enhance a performance 

• Work and co-operate with others 

• Decision making 

• Critical and creative thinking 

• Aesthetic sensitivity 

 

How you will learn this 

• In both practical and theory lessons 

• Taking part in dance workshops with guest performers 

• Going on trips to watch professional dance productions 

• Performing to different audiences. 

 

How and what will be assessed 

• Unit 1: Critical Appreciation of Dance (20%). Written paper (1 hour). Answer questions on two 

professional set works 

 

• Unit 2: Set Dance (20%). Practical exam. Students perform one solo dance from a choice of two set by 

the exam board. 

 

• Unit 3: Performance in a duo/group related to a set professional work (20%). Controlled Assessment. 

Students perform a dance lasting 3-3 ½ minutes. 

 

• Unit 4: Choreography (40%). Solo composition and solo/duo/group choreography. 

 

The skills you will develop 

• Choreographing original work 

• Performance skills 

• Oral communication 

• Written communication 

• Research techniques 

• Evaluation skills 

 

Courses and Career opportunities after GCSE 

A GCSE in Dance will be excellent preparation for 

• A/S and A2 level in Dance 

• A/S and A2 level in Performing Arts 

• BTEC in Performing Arts 

• Careers in Performance (Dance, Theatre, Music), Design, Arts Management  



 

Music 
 

 

Examining Board: Edexcel 

 

Syllabus: 2MUO1 

 

 

Students who were offered places at Thamesmead under

Music criteria will study GCSE Music.

 

Is this the right subject for me? 

If you enjoy performing music in your own time and are learning an instrument, having singing lessons or 

enjoy creating music on computers, then thi

your own, then composing will give you the opportunity. If you want to broaden your knowledge of all 

types of music, including classical, popular and world, then this exciting course will giv

of the diversity of musical styles that exist today.

 

What will I learn? 

You will learn how to improve your performing skills and through your work in composing you will gain an 

insight into how music is constructed from initial ideas

how to analyse music in a variety of styles and discover the social and historical context in which music has 

been composed over the last 400 years or so.

 

How will I be assessed? 

• Listening - 40% - A final exam answering questions on the 4 areas of study.

 

• Composing 30% - 2 compositions from different areas of study to be completed along with a

Both will be recorded at Thamesmead, marked internally and a

 

• Performing 30% - 2 performances will be graded in total.

� one must be a solo performance.

� one must be an ensemble performance.

 

NB. The 2 performances will be recorded, marked internally and moderated externally.

 

Will I be successful? 

The answer is YES as long as you’r

in your instrument, then you will have no problem in achieving an A Grade at GCSE level!

 

Will there be much homework? 

Homework is set every week and will involve a certain amount of

revision material by the student. Individual practice on each student’s chosen instrument is expected to be 

an ongoing process. Attendance at choir, orchestra or House of Ukulele is expected in order to strengthen

the student’s ensemble skills. 

 

USEFUL WEBSITE: www.youtube.com/user/thamesmeadmusic
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offered places at Thamesmead under 

Music criteria will study GCSE Music. 

If you enjoy performing music in your own time and are learning an instrument, having singing lessons or 

enjoy creating music on computers, then this a good subject to choose! If you would like to create music of 

your own, then composing will give you the opportunity. If you want to broaden your knowledge of all 

types of music, including classical, popular and world, then this exciting course will giv

of the diversity of musical styles that exist today. 

You will learn how to improve your performing skills and through your work in composing you will gain an 

insight into how music is constructed from initial ideas through to the finished product. You will also learn 

how to analyse music in a variety of styles and discover the social and historical context in which music has 

been composed over the last 400 years or so. 

nal exam answering questions on the 4 areas of study. 

2 compositions from different areas of study to be completed along with a

Both will be recorded at Thamesmead, marked internally and a sample moderated

2 performances will be graded in total. 

one must be a solo performance. 

one must be an ensemble performance. 

NB. The 2 performances will be recorded, marked internally and moderated externally.

The answer is YES as long as you’re keen and motivated and there is a bonus; if you reach Grade 4 or higher 

in your instrument, then you will have no problem in achieving an A Grade at GCSE level!

Homework is set every week and will involve a certain amount of research which will eventually be used as 

revision material by the student. Individual practice on each student’s chosen instrument is expected to be 

an ongoing process. Attendance at choir, orchestra or House of Ukulele is expected in order to strengthen
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types of music, including classical, popular and world, then this exciting course will give you an appreciation 

You will learn how to improve your performing skills and through your work in composing you will gain an 

through to the finished product. You will also learn 

how to analyse music in a variety of styles and discover the social and historical context in which music has 
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NB. The 2 performances will be recorded, marked internally and moderated externally. 

e keen and motivated and there is a bonus; if you reach Grade 4 or higher 

in your instrument, then you will have no problem in achieving an A Grade at GCSE level! 

research which will eventually be used as 

revision material by the student. Individual practice on each student’s chosen instrument is expected to be 

an ongoing process. Attendance at choir, orchestra or House of Ukulele is expected in order to strengthen 



 

Art & Design 
 

 

Examination Board: Edexcel  

 

Unit Code: 2AD01 

 

What you will learn 

• Unit 1: Personal Portfolio in Art & Design (60% of your final grade)

• Unit 2: Externally Set Assignment in Art & Design, (40% of your final grade)

 

In these units you will learn how to create successful final pieces from your starting idea through to the 

final realisation. This will be inspired by your own research and the work of other artists. You will gain 

confidence in using and experimenting with a huge range of different media. You will learn how to use a 

sketchbook as a research tool and present your work to the stand

 

How you will learn this 

• Develop visual language skills and present different ideas in a sketchbook

• Research and gather material from a variety of sources

• Study artists’ techniques and styles

• Analyse and evaluate your work and work of others

• Experiment with a variety of materials

• Develop a portfolio of work for further courses

 

How you will be assessed 

The GCSE Art & Design course is divided into 4 assessment areas each equally weighted:

• Developing ideas: Formulate ideas from a variety of different starting points generated from primary 

and contextual sources. Learn about artists and art movements from contemporary, historical and 

cultural contexts. Visit art galleries and other London attractions to

• Refining ideas and skills: Experiment with a wide range of materials. Learn different styles, techniques 

and disciplines (for example paint, print, sculpture, clay, mixed media and textiles).

• Recording for purpose: Collect imag

elements of line, tone, colour

• Presenting and realising:  Create a final piece in a media or media of your choice that l

artists work and is creative, imaginative and innovative.

 

Coursework 

60% of the GCSE grade (Unit 1) is coursework covered through year 10 and in the first term of year

class work and homework completed during this time counts towards

 

The Final Examination 

The final examination is an externally set assignment, with a timed practical, art

 

Courses and Career Opportunities after GCSE Art & Design

The value of studying a creative subject has bee

learners who are able to adapt and develop new understandings with confidence. The courses available for 

further study at college vary from Fine Art to 3

beyond this are extensive, including architecture, theatre costume and make

animation, model-making or even TV set design
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Portfolio in Art & Design (60% of your final grade) 

Unit 2: Externally Set Assignment in Art & Design, (40% of your final grade) 

In these units you will learn how to create successful final pieces from your starting idea through to the 

This will be inspired by your own research and the work of other artists. You will gain 

confidence in using and experimenting with a huge range of different media. You will learn how to use a 

sketchbook as a research tool and present your work to the standard of a professional artist.

Develop visual language skills and present different ideas in a sketchbook 

Research and gather material from a variety of sources 

Study artists’ techniques and styles 

and evaluate your work and work of others 

Experiment with a variety of materials 

Develop a portfolio of work for further courses 

The GCSE Art & Design course is divided into 4 assessment areas each equally weighted:

ideas: Formulate ideas from a variety of different starting points generated from primary 

contextual sources. Learn about artists and art movements from contemporary, historical and 

cultural contexts. Visit art galleries and other London attractions to further develop your ideas.

Refining ideas and skills: Experiment with a wide range of materials. Learn different styles, techniques 

and disciplines (for example paint, print, sculpture, clay, mixed media and textiles).

Recording for purpose: Collect images from different sources and demonstrate skilful use of the formal 

colour, texture, form and structure. Draw from observation and experience.

Presenting and realising:  Create a final piece in a media or media of your choice that l

artists work and is creative, imaginative and innovative. 

60% of the GCSE grade (Unit 1) is coursework covered through year 10 and in the first term of year

class work and homework completed during this time counts towards the coursework grade awarded.

The final examination is an externally set assignment, with a timed practical, art-making test.

Courses and Career Opportunities after GCSE Art & Design 

The value of studying a creative subject has been widely promoted in recent years; it develops independent 

learners who are able to adapt and develop new understandings with confidence. The courses available for 

further study at college vary from Fine Art to 3-Dimensional Design to Fashion. Employment o

beyond this are extensive, including architecture, theatre costume and make-up, advertising, computer 

making or even TV set design. 

 

In these units you will learn how to create successful final pieces from your starting idea through to the 

This will be inspired by your own research and the work of other artists. You will gain 

confidence in using and experimenting with a huge range of different media. You will learn how to use a 

ard of a professional artist. 

The GCSE Art & Design course is divided into 4 assessment areas each equally weighted: 

ideas: Formulate ideas from a variety of different starting points generated from primary 

contextual sources. Learn about artists and art movements from contemporary, historical and 

further develop your ideas. 

Refining ideas and skills: Experiment with a wide range of materials. Learn different styles, techniques 

and disciplines (for example paint, print, sculpture, clay, mixed media and textiles). 

es from different sources and demonstrate skilful use of the formal 

, texture, form and structure. Draw from observation and experience. 

Presenting and realising:  Create a final piece in a media or media of your choice that links to other 

60% of the GCSE grade (Unit 1) is coursework covered through year 10 and in the first term of year 11. All 

the coursework grade awarded. 

making test. 

n widely promoted in recent years; it develops independent 

learners who are able to adapt and develop new understandings with confidence. The courses available for 

Dimensional Design to Fashion. Employment opportunities 

up, advertising, computer 



 

Physical Education (Full course)
 

 

Examining Board: Edexcel 

 

Syllabus: 2PE01 

 

What you will learn to do 

• The range of physical activities and the different roles that the active participant can choose from: The 

role of the active participant, Individual Differences, The demands of performance, Fatigue/Stress, 

Injury, The difference  between a

activity. 

• Health, fitness  and a healthy lifestyle:  Fitness and Specific Training Methods,  Muscular

Strength, Flexibility, Physiological Factors, Psychological Factors, 

• The Human Body: Cardiovascular system, respiratory system, muscular system and skeletal system.

• Take part in a range of activities and learn how to analyse and improve performance

• To coach and referee/umpire in different sports: Have the opportunity 

a player/participant, official or leader.

 

 

How you will learn this 

• In both practical and theory lessons

• Planning a training programme

• Being involved in coaching others in extra

 

The skills you will develop include:

• Physical, communication, leadership, team building, organisational, research, evaluation skills

 

 

How you will be assessed 

• Unit 1: Theory - written examination of 1 hour, 30 minutes (40%)

 

• Unit 2: Performance – 4 Controlled Assessments (60%). Thi

activity groups, in the role of either player, participant, official or leader

 

 

Courses and Career opportunities after GCSE

• A GCSE in PE will be excellent preparation for

• A/S and A2 level in PE 

• GNVQ courses in leisure and recreation.

• PE teaching 

• Coaching 

• Leisure Management 

• Physiotherapy 

• Sports development officer 
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Physical Education (Full course) 

The range of physical activities and the different roles that the active participant can choose from: The 

role of the active participant, Individual Differences, The demands of performance, Fatigue/Stress, 

Injury, The difference  between aerobic and anaerobic exercise, Characteristics and benefits of physical 

Health, fitness  and a healthy lifestyle:  Fitness and Specific Training Methods,  Muscular

Strength, Flexibility, Physiological Factors, Psychological Factors, Diet. 

The Human Body: Cardiovascular system, respiratory system, muscular system and skeletal system.

Take part in a range of activities and learn how to analyse and improve performance

To coach and referee/umpire in different sports: Have the opportunity to develop performance skills as 

a player/participant, official or leader. 

In both practical and theory lessons 

Planning a training programme 

Being involved in coaching others in extra-curricular clubs 

include: 

Physical, communication, leadership, team building, organisational, research, evaluation skills

written examination of 1 hour, 30 minutes (40%) 

4 Controlled Assessments (60%). This covers four sports from at least two 

activity groups, in the role of either player, participant, official or leader 

Courses and Career opportunities after GCSE 

A GCSE in PE will be excellent preparation for 

e and recreation. 

 

The range of physical activities and the different roles that the active participant can choose from: The 

role of the active participant, Individual Differences, The demands of performance, Fatigue/Stress, 

erobic and anaerobic exercise, Characteristics and benefits of physical 

Health, fitness  and a healthy lifestyle:  Fitness and Specific Training Methods,  Muscular Endurance, 

The Human Body: Cardiovascular system, respiratory system, muscular system and skeletal system. 

Take part in a range of activities and learn how to analyse and improve performance 

to develop performance skills as 

Physical, communication, leadership, team building, organisational, research, evaluation skills 

s covers four sports from at least two 



 

Leisure & Tourism GCSE
 

 

Exam Board: Edexcel 2LT02 

 

This is a double award, equivalent to 

 

What you will learn: 

 

Unit 1 – The Leisure and Tourism Industry 

• The nature of the Leisure and Tourism industry

• Introduction to business operations in Leisure and Tourism

• Factors affecting customer choice

• Introduction to destination, impacts and sustainability

 

Unit 2 – Sales, Promotion and Operations in Leisure and Tourism 

• Sales in leisure and tourism context

• Promotion in leisure and tourism contexts

• Promotional techniques and materials in leisure and tourism

• Operations used in leisure and tourism

 

Unit 3 – The Leisure and Tourism Environment 

• A dynamic industry 

• UK tourist destinations 

• The impacts of tourism 

• The issue of sustainability 

 

Unit 4 – Customer and Employment in Leisure and Tourism 

• Visitor attractions, leisure facilities and tourist destinations

• Customer choice 

• Providing service for differing customer types and needs

• Employment opportunities in Leisure and Tourism

 

Each year you will complete one unit of coursework and one unit which will be an exam. Overall 

coursework equals 60% of the GCSE and the exams equal 40

 

Elements of the coursework will involve 

tasks. 

 

Skills you will develop include: 

Problem solving, independent research, 

report writing, initiative, working in groups, leadership, time management, active participation.

 

Courses and Career Opportunities:

College:     

 

AS/A2 Courses    

AVCE in Leisure and Tourism  

NVQs in Travel and Tourism  
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Leisure & Tourism GCSE 

award, equivalent to two GCSEs 

Tourism Industry – (1 hour exam) 

The nature of the Leisure and Tourism industry 

Introduction to business operations in Leisure and Tourism 

Factors affecting customer choice 

Introduction to destination, impacts and sustainability 

and Operations in Leisure and Tourism – (Controlled Assessment)

Sales in leisure and tourism context 

Promotion in leisure and tourism contexts 

Promotional techniques and materials in leisure and tourism 

Operations used in leisure and tourism 

Leisure and Tourism Environment – (1 hour exam) 

Customer and Employment in Leisure and Tourism – (Controlled Assessment)

cilities and tourist destinations 

Providing service for differing customer types and needs 

Employment opportunities in Leisure and Tourism 

Each year you will complete one unit of coursework and one unit which will be an exam. Overall 

work equals 60% of the GCSE and the exams equal 40% of the GCSE. 

will involve some fieldwork to assist students in completing the

Problem solving, independent research, decision making, presentation skills, communication skills, ICT, 

report writing, initiative, working in groups, leadership, time management, active participation.

Courses and Career Opportunities: 

  Work: 

  Apprenticeships in a Travel Agency

  Careers in Advertising and Marketing

  Careers in Customer Service 

 

(Controlled Assessment) 

(Controlled Assessment) 

Each year you will complete one unit of coursework and one unit which will be an exam. Overall 

completing the coursework 

decision making, presentation skills, communication skills, ICT, 

report writing, initiative, working in groups, leadership, time management, active participation. 

a Travel Agency 

Careers in Advertising and Marketing 



 

Triple Science 
 

 

Exam Board:  AQA 

 

Syllabus: 4401 / 4402 / 4403

 

 

What you will learn: 

• Further Biology - Human anatomy, Plant physiology & Human impact on the environment

• Further Chemistry – Chemistry linked to industrial processes practical techniques and applications

• Further Physics – Optics, the laws of motion and electrical generation and transformation.

 

How you will learn this: 

Lessons will be taught in a dedicated science lab, by specialists in Biology, Physics and Chemistry, over the 

course of 2 years. 

 

Your Controlled Assessments - ISAs

The pupils will complete a total of five Independent Skills Assignment

investigations, followed by short examinations. One ISA must be completed as part of Core Science (Year 

10) and a further one for Additional Science (Year 11), this is in line with all GCSE students. In addition, 

pupils on the triple course submit a

 

Examinations: 

All examinations are 45 minutes long to be completed during the exam period.

 

Courses and Career opportunities after GCSE

This course is perfect for anyone looking to take science A

It provides a significant extension in scientific content, and is designed to provide a deeper understanding 

of the processes and applications of science, which lead to industria

biotechnology. 

 

Extra Note 

Over the two years of their GCSE, the pupils may get the opportunity to complete several ISAs from which 

we select their strongest to submit to the exam board.

 

At the end of the course the pupils will
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4401 / 4402 / 4403 

anatomy, Plant physiology & Human impact on the environment

Chemistry linked to industrial processes practical techniques and applications

Optics, the laws of motion and electrical generation and transformation.

Lessons will be taught in a dedicated science lab, by specialists in Biology, Physics and Chemistry, over the 

ISAs 

The pupils will complete a total of five Independent Skills Assignments, (ISAs). These are practical 

investigations, followed by short examinations. One ISA must be completed as part of Core Science (Year 

10) and a further one for Additional Science (Year 11), this is in line with all GCSE students. In addition, 

submit a separate ISA for each of Biology, Chemistry and

All examinations are 45 minutes long to be completed during the exam period. 

Courses and Career opportunities after GCSE 

looking to take science A-levels at college or a potential career in science. 

It provides a significant extension in scientific content, and is designed to provide a deeper understanding 

of the processes and applications of science, which lead to industrial engineering, medicine and 

Over the two years of their GCSE, the pupils may get the opportunity to complete several ISAs from which 

we select their strongest to submit to the exam board. 

At the end of the course the pupils will have 3 separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics

anatomy, Plant physiology & Human impact on the environment 

Chemistry linked to industrial processes practical techniques and applications. 

Optics, the laws of motion and electrical generation and transformation. 

Lessons will be taught in a dedicated science lab, by specialists in Biology, Physics and Chemistry, over the 

s, (ISAs). These are practical 

investigations, followed by short examinations. One ISA must be completed as part of Core Science (Year 

10) and a further one for Additional Science (Year 11), this is in line with all GCSE students. In addition, 

Chemistry and Physics. 

levels at college or a potential career in science. 

It provides a significant extension in scientific content, and is designed to provide a deeper understanding 

l engineering, medicine and 

Over the two years of their GCSE, the pupils may get the opportunity to complete several ISAs from which 

have 3 separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
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Child Development 
 

 

Examining Board:  OCR 

 

Syllabus:  J441 

 

What you will learn 

This course is about the development of a child from pre-conception to age 5. You will look at all aspects of 

growth including social, emotional, physical and intellectual development. You will gain knowledge that will 

help you have confidence in working with your children. 

 

Topics covered over the five terms include: 

• Conception 

• Pregnancy and the requirements of the matter. 

• Labour – the stages of labour and the support available 

• How a child develops – social, emotional, physical and intellectual development. 

• How children learn. 

• Childhood illness – how to recognize/manage. 

 

How you will learn this 

• Through investigation projects over 45 hours. 

• By observing a child/children on 5/6 instances. 

• Group discussion where you have the chance to discuss popular opinions around child development. 

• Cooking meals for both pregnant women and young children. 

• Practical activities such as making a toy. 

 

Skills you will develop 

• Planning and working independently. 

• Development informed opinions for yourself. 

• A thorough understanding of how you support a young child and keep them safe. 

• Evaluating against a specification. 

• Excellent investigative skills. 

• A good understanding of the development of a child and how you can encourage this. 

 

Your Controlled Assessment: 

Your Controlled Assessment comprises of: 2 short practical tasks, 1 short investigates task and 1 long child 

study. Theses combined assessments are worth 60% of the final grade. 

 

Your final examination 

You will sit a 2-hour paper worth 40% of your final grade. 

 

Courses and career opportunities after GCSE 

You can continue studying child care / child development at college. Studies can help lead to careers in 

Nursery  work, Primary Teaching, Midwifery  Nursing and many more. 
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GCSE 2014-16 Options Form 
 

Please indicate below your subject choices: 

 

 

1. _________________________________ 

 

 

2. _________________________________ 

 

 

3. _________________________________ 

 

 

4. _________________________________ 

 

 

 Reserve Choices: 

 

 

1. _________________________________ 

 

 

2. _________________________________ 

 

 

 

I wish to study subjects so that I achieve the English Baccalaureate Yes □ No □ 

 

 

If you wish to gain the English Baccalaureate then you must have chosen a Language (Spanish or French) 

and at least one Humanity (History or Geography). 

 

 

Signed:    _________________(Student)  ____________________ (Parent/Guardian) 

 

 

Student name: ________________________________ 

 

Tutor group: _________________ 

Form to be returned to Tutor by 

Friday 7th March. 

Rules: 

 

1. For the English Baccalaureate you 

must choose either French or 

Spanish and at least 1 Humanity 

subject. 

2. You must choose four different 

subjects. 

3. You can only choose one Technology 

subject. 

4. Leisure and Tourism counts for two 

options. 

5. If you were given a place at 

Thamesmead School based on your 

Performing Arts ability, then that 

subject must be one of your choices. 

6. Please make sure you write down 

two reserve choices. 


