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Dear Parents, 

It was a pleasure to meet your child over the two induction days and I hope everyone is excited to be 

a Year 7 at Thamesmead School in September.  

To make sure your child is prepared for some of the demands of secondary school, below are 

suggestions for activities your child could do over the summer holiday when at home.  This will help 

them prepare for home learning tasks and allow them to practice time management. The three tasks 

are as follows: 

• 5 minutes independent reading 

• 5 minutes handwriting practice 

• 5 minutes times tables practice 

Independent Reading 

Encourage reading of anything; fiction book, factual books, comics, magazines, graphic novels, 

online articles etc. as it will help increase your child’s vocabulary.   

 

If you want to take this a step further, students can take part in the Summer Reading Challenge at 

the local libraries. If they bring in the Summer Reading Challenge booklet with stickers attached to 

Mrs Garraway when they start school, they get 5 Vivos for each book read and if they read all 6 they 

will get an extra 25 vivos. 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/libraries/borrowing-items-from-the-library/books-and-films/books-

and-reading/surrey-reads 

 

Handwriting Practice 

Put a timer on and let your child copy any text they are interested in.  It is not about how much they 

write in this short period of time but the legibility of the handwriting.   Over time this will strengthen 

their hand muscles and their speed will increase which will be very helpful for lessons with extended 

writing. 

Times table practice 

The National Curriculum states that in Key Stage 2 pupils will have been taught to recall 

multiplication tables up to 12 x 12. Students need to keep practising these to aid fluency in many 

lessons, not just maths. They can do this by writing out the times tables or reciting them verbally.  It 

also helps if you test them on these.  Finally there are websites such as 

http://www.multiplication.com that have games that test tables. 
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Combined, these tasks will take a maximum of 15 minutes each day but will be of huge benefit to 

your child.  It will also provide an opportunity for your child to get into a daily work routine ready for 

September, where we encourage them to complete home learning on the night it is set. 

Finally, please ensure you read the uniform policy closely including expectations regarding hair, 

make-up (including nails) and jewellery.  We try to be as clear as possible in this policy as to what we 

expect to ensure you do not spend money on items that you subsequently find we will not accept.  

Please note shoes can be of a style that suits the child’s foot e.g. slip-on, lace up, buckled; as long as 

they are a plain black school shoe and not a boot or trainer.  No items of school uniform should be 

branded. 

I look forward to welcoming everyone back in September and to working with you all through your 

child’s time here at Thamesmead. 

Yours sincerely, 

   

Miss R Jones  

Head of Year 7 

 


