
 

 

Welcome to Year 7 
 

14th September 2017 
 

Welcome to Thamesmead 
  
We hope your Year 7 child has enjoyed his/her first few days at secondary school.  Please read on to find 
information that may be of interest to you.  We use the school’s weekly newsletter to do much of our 
communication, so please try and take a look at it every Friday. 
 
 

Year 7 Raising Achievement & Tutor Meetings 
 
On Thursday 28th September between 3pm and 6.30pm, there will be the Year 7 parents and carers Raising 
Achievement meeting given by the Head of Year, Miss Jones, followed by an opportunity to meet their child’s 
tutor for a 5 minute appointment.  A letter with more detailed information was emailed out this week where 
specific tutor meeting times were allocated.  Please contact the PCS office with any questions. 
 
 

Year 7 Communication of Progress Information 
 
The school aims to email termly progress data and annual reports to the parents of students.  To this end, if 
one parent does not reside with the student, we would be grateful to be supplied with a separate email for 
this parent so that progress information can be readily communicated to them if required.  This information 
can be texted to the school on 01932 300025, clearly stating the student’s name, the parent’s name and email 
address.  This would be much appreciated. 
 
 

School Photos 
 
School photos will take place on Wednesday 27th September for Year 7 and Year 11. 
 
 

Friends of Thamesmead Meeting 
 
The first meeting of the new school year will be on Tuesday 19th September, 7pm in LRC.  This will include the 
election of Chair, Treasurer and Secretary.  All parents are welcome. 
 



Schoolcomms App 
 
We know that you appreciate the Schoolcomms texts that we use to send you important information; however 
each text message costs the school 6p – meaning less money to spend on your child’s education.  If you have a 
Smartphone you can download the free School Gateway APP which allows the school to send messages to 
your phone for free.  It won’t cost you a penny as the messages are sent over the internet.  If you have a 
Smartphone, please download the APP as follows: 
 
Step 1 Search the App Store or Google Play for ‘School Gateway’, install the app and open it. 
Step 2 Press the “New User” button and enter the email address and mobile number (the one that you have 
told the school) – your PIN number will then be texted to your phone. 
Step 3 Enter your pin. 
Step 4 That’s it! Now we will save money on every message we send you. 
 
If you need to get an urgent message to a student who is in detention between 4.00pm and 4.30pm, you can 
use the app to do this. 
 
 

Early Closures and INSET Day 
 
Our Open Evening is on Thursday 12th October and the school will close at 12 noon that day.  Friday 13th 
October is an INSET day for all students.  School closes for Christmas holidays on Thursday 21th December at 12 
noon and students are back to school on Thursday 4th January 2018. 
 
 

Thames Young Mariners 
 
The Year 7 induction trip will take place at Thames Young Mariners on Saturday, 23rd September.  The day will 
consist of teams working together to kayak, build a raft and do bell boating (like dragon boat racing).  Although 
all of the activities are water based it is not necessary for the students to be confident swimmers.  Please make 
sure your child has the appropriate clothing for the day and a packed lunch.  This is a great trip and we are all 
looking forward to taking the students on a very enjoyable day.  Please contact Miss Pomford, who is co-
ordinating this trip, with any questions. 
 
 

Friends of Thamesmead 200 Club - Numbers available now! 
 
Join the Friends of Thamesmead 200 Club for your chance to win cash prizes in a monthly draw.  Annually the 
top prizes are £200 and £75 (drawn every July) but you can also win monthly prizes of £25 and £15.  The cost 
of entry for the year is only £15 per number and by entering you are helping Friends of Thamesmead raise 
funds for the school to provide equipment and improve facilities. 
 
 

Manygate Lane 
 
To ease congestion, where possible we ask parents to drop off and collect their children in other places, rather 
than in Manygate Lane.  If you do have to drive or park in Manygate Lane, please be considerate to our 
neighbours and do not park or wait across their driveways. 
 
For the safety of pedestrians, please do not drive into the school car parks before school and between the 
hours of 2.30pm and 2.45pm. 
 
 
 
 



ICT 
 
If your child does not have access to a computer at home, they will be given priority to use the school 
computers in the home learning club and in the Learning Centre at lunchtimes.  Parents - please ensure that 
we are aware of this priority need.  Students - please make sure you get the internet access you need at school 
or in the local library as it will greatly benefit your learning. 
 
 

Home Learning 
 
Your child will have been set home learning from all subjects from the beginning of term but they will start off 
as short 10 -15 minute tasks and increase gradually in length to a 30 minute task within the coming weeks. This 
will enable Year 7 students to establish good organisational skills and effective routines for recording and 
completing home learning on time. You will find a record of the home learning set in your child’s planner. 
Please support your child with their home learning by checking their planner daily. A reminder that students 
will be set detentions if home learning is not completed and handed in on time in line with the school’s home 
learning policy.  If your child is struggling with home learning, we have a supervised home learning club every 
day after school. 
 
Students have been advised it is best practice to complete home learning on the night it is set so any queries 
can be addressed with the teacher the next day. 
 
 

Parent Portal 
 
Information on how to log in to Parent Portal should have been emailed home to you. If you do not have this 
information please let us know by emailing: info@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk 
 
 

Vivos 
 
Vivos are part of the school’s reward system.  They can be given for a range of academic and pastoral positive 
contributions. They will be given to students by teachers electronically and you can check your child’s Vivo 
achievements through the Parent Portal under Behaviour.  Students can convert Vivos to prizes, ranging from 
pens, chocolate brownies from the canteen to earphones and prom tickets. 
 
 

After School Clubs (Thamesmead Plus) 
 
We have a number of after school activities for the children that we encourage them to get involved in. A copy 
of the Thamesmead Plus Timetable is on the school website and will also be up in all Tutor Rooms. We 
endeavour to inform students when a club is cancelled but sometimes this can be at very short notice.  We 
strongly encourage you to help your son/daughter find something they would like to take part in as 
participating in a club helps build and strengthen new friendships along with developing team building skills - 
with the added bonus of gaining Vivos! The timetable will be updated half termly. 
 
 

School Uniform 
 
Blazers, school skirts, school jumpers, clip on ties and PE kit are available from Shepperton Sports & Ski, 
Shepperton High Street.  Please note that black V-neck jumpers without the school badge are not acceptable.  
Please ensure that students have their PE kit on the right days, according to their timetable.   
 
Please specifically check your son/daughter has the correct school shoes as we have had some issues with this 
already this term. The school uniform policy states ‘Plain black low- heeled shoes only. Boots of any 



description, canvas shoes and trainer/trainer style shoes (including skate shoes or similar styles) are not to be 
worn.’  See our website for our full school uniform policy.  http://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2014/04/Uniform-Policy.pdf 
 
It goes almost without saying that the students need to ensure all their school uniform and PE kit is named.  
With over 1,000 students in the school, it is exceptionally difficult for students to get lost uniform returned to 
them, without it being named.   
 
Please remember that all students are the face of the school in the community and as such they need to be 
smartly dressed in full school uniform when travelling to and from school (including wearing the clip on tie).   
 
 

Student Planners 
 
Please sign your child’s Student Planner every week, along with the independent reading section, (3 x 20 
minute sessions per week), ready for Monday morning tutor where they will be check and signed by the tutor.  
The Student Planner is the best way to communicate with your child’s tutor in the first instance. 
 
  

Sickness Procedure in School 
 
If your child is ill, we ask that you call the school office and leave a message on the attendance line before 
8.15am.  It is essential that this is followed up with a note to explain the absence.  Failure to do this will mean 
that the absence is recorded as unauthorised.  If a student becomes unwell during the school day, they must 
report to the main office where our First Aiders will assess the situation.  Please be aware that our staff will 
encourage students to return to lessons whenever they feel this is appropriate or alternatively contact parents 
if they feel that the child’s illness is such that it necessitates them being sent home.  Students must not use 
their personal phones to advise parents that they feel ill. 
  
 

Leave of Absence Requests During School Term Time 
 
Students are expected to attend school 100% of the time. 
 
The Education (Pupil Registration)(England) (Amendment) Regulations 2013, which became law on 1st 
September 2013 and SCC’s code of conduct, state that Headteachers may not grant any leave of absence 
during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances. The Headteacher should determine the number 
of school days a child can be away from school if leave is granted. 
  
In accordance with the above Regulations, requests for leave of absence are treated sympathetically, but only 
in exceptional circumstances can they be approved.  The policy of Surrey County Council, to which this school 
has agreed, states that parents who take their child out of school for five days or more during term time, 
without the authority of the Headteacher, will each be liable to receive a penalty notice. Penalty Notices will 
be issued by the Local Authority.   
  
The penalty is £60 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice, rising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within 
28 days of receipt of the notice. If the penalty is not paid in full by the end of the 28-day period the Local 
Authority must prosecute the recipient for failing to ensure regular school attendance under section 444 
Education Act 1996. 
 
Please be aware that each parent is liable to receive a Penalty Notice for each child who incurs unauthorised 
absences, for example, if there are two parents and one child, each parent will receive one Penalty Notice.  
If there are two parents and two children incurring unauthorised absences, each parent will receive two 
Penalty Notices, which in this case would amount to £120 each if paid within 21 days. 
  
 

http://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Uniform-Policy.pdf
http://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Uniform-Policy.pdf


Latest News 
 
Thamesmead has Facebook and Twitter where you can see all of our latest news. The website also has regular 
updates about events taking place in school too.  
www.facebook.com/ThamesmeadSchool 
@ThamesmeadSch 
www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/latest-news-events/ 
 
 

Attachments with this Newsletter 
 
FoT 200 Club Application Form 
FoT 200 Club Lotto T&Cs 
  
  
  
We look forward to seeing you and your child on Thursday 28th September. 
 
Miss R Jones, Head of Year 7 

  

  

 

http://www.facebook.com/ThamesmeadSchool
http://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/latest-news-events/


200 Club - Lucky Lotto APPLICATION FORM 

      Welcome to our 200 Club – a great way for you to   

                                    support our school whilst having a bit of a flutter! 

 
Name: (to which cheque will be made out to should you win) (Applicants must be over 18) 

__________________________________________________________________ 
Address: (to which winnings will be sent should you win) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________ Post Code: ____________________ 

Telephone: ______________________ Mobile: _______________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________________ 

Child’s Name: _____________________ Child’s Tutor Group: _____________ 

Number of numbers required _______ at £15 per number per year 

 

Payment - I wish to pay by        [  ] Cash        [  ] Cheque*       [  ] Standing Order** 

* Please make cheques payable to “Thamesmead PTA 200 Club”   ** Please fill out the Standing 
Order Mandate form 
 

Signed: _______________________________ Date: ____________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please ensure you fill in all of your details or we cannot allocate you a number(s).   

By signing this form, you are declaring that you have received and accept the Terms and 
Conditions of 200 Club Lucky Lotto. If you wish to cancel you should inform Friends of Thamesmead  
on email ………… 
 
60% of the funds will be used for the Lucky Lotto prize fund, 40% of annual subscriptions 
will go to the Friends of Thamesmead Fund for school donations. 
 
We will send you a renewal notice on the anniversary of your Membership.  If you do not  
respond after your second and final reminder then your number will be reallocated  
and your membership will cease.   
 

 

Please return this form to “Friends of Thamesmead - 200 Club” via the school office together with 

your Standing Order Mandate, Cheque or Cash.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND GOOD LUCK! 

March 2016 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=JO3j1Gby-CNY6M&tbnid=KZm2QcIX95OrXM:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=https://www.rebelmouse.com/luckylottonumbers/&ei=YAknU-jHAqyl0wW32oDACg&bvm=bv.62922401,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNHMQ-dxKppj0wnQoP-Op0KyanbRbQ&ust=13951535902731


STANDING ORDER MANDATE 

YOUR DETAILS: 

Full Name 

Address 

 

                                                                                         Postcode 

  
TO:                                                                                   Your Bank Name 

Bank Address 

 

                                                                                        Postcode 

 

Your Account Name ___________________________________    Bank Sort Code _________________ 

Your Account No.     ___________________________________ 

 

PLEASE PAY 

 

Recipient’s name 
 

Thamesmead Parent Teachers Association 200 Club Lottery Account 
 
Recipient’s bank and branch name 
 

NatWest Bank, Shepperton Branch,  

12 High Street, Shepperton, Middlesex, TW17 9EE 

 
Recipient’s Sort Code No.   Recipient’s Account No. 

54-41-51     46339205 

 

Date of first regular payment    ___ /___ /___    (dd/mm/yy) 

Amount & frequency thereafter of Standing Order (please tick one) 

[    ]   £1.25 Monthly     or       [    ]   £15   Annually           until further notice is given by you to your bank.                         
  
Payment Reference (Initial & Surname)  _____________________________________________ 
 
Signature ______________________________________                     Date _______________________ 

Please do not send this form to your own bank.    
Please send it to Friends of Thamesmead “200 Club” via the school office. 



200 Club – Lucky Lotto 

 Frequently asked questions …. 
Q1 = How does it work? 

 Each month the subscription total we receive will be split 60:40 
between the prize fund and Friends of Thamesmead funds. 

 You will be allocated one number, per subscription, for the duration 
of your membership to the Club 200 Lucky Lotto. 

 

Q2 = What are the prizes? 

Regular Monthly 1st Prize – £25 
Regular Monthly 2nd Prize – £15  
 

The July Grand Draw prizes will be: 1st Prize £200 and 2nd Prize £75 
 

Q3 = How do I join the 200 Club Lucky Lotto? 

 Pay £15 for a year’s membership, this includes 10 regular monthly  
draws – September, October, November, December, January, 
February, March, April, May and June, plus July Grand Draw 
Jackpot*. 

 * July is the Jackpot Grand draw where the winner is guaranteed a 
jackpot of £200 and 2nd prize £75 

 Please pay £15 for every number entry you would like - i.e. £30 for 2 
numbers in every draw, £45 for 3 numbers in every draw and so on. 

 Complete the form here and return in a named sealed envelope with 
your subscription via your child at registration time or direct to the 
school office. 

 

Thank You & Good Luck! 
Any questions – please email us on: thamesmeadpta@hotmail.co.uk  

 

200 Club - Lucky Lotto TERMS & CONDITIONS 

 

Overview  

The “200 Club - Lucky Lotto” helps raise funds for the Friends of 
Thamesmead to benefit all the pupils at Thamesmead School.  The 200 Club 
gives 40% of its takings directly into FOT funds to spend on things such as 
text books, departmental equipment as requested by staff and voted on by 
members of the FOT attending our meetings.   

 

A single payment of £15 for one year’s membership gives you one chance 
(allocated number) in monthly draws with a Jackpot Draw in July worth £200 
to the winner!   

 

A person over the age of 18 may purchase as many £15 “subscriptions” as 
they would like.  Payments for subscriptions can be made by cash or cheque 
(made payable to Thamesmead PTA 200 Club) or Standing Order. 

 

The draw will take place at school events or by members of staff during the 
school week.  Winners will be notified by email and names will be published 
on the School website and in the next available Thamesmead Talk e-
newsletter.  The prizes are provided in the form of a cheque and will be sent 
home with the child named on your application form. 

 

Participants must be parents, guardians, close family relatives, school or Blue 
Leisure staff or governors. 

 

The 200 Club was reviewed at the AGM in January 2016 and will be reviewed 
again in early 2017.  

Take the plunge, complete the form NOW! 

Terms and Conditions 
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1. The 200 Club exists to raise funds for Thamesmead School, by The 
Friends of Thamesmead (FOT). 

2. The 200 Club is open to parents, guardians, governors, school staff or 
Blue Leisure and governors over the age of 18 who has filled in an 
application form. 

3. The Club has a limit of 200 members at any one time. If more wish to 

join, a waiting list will be established and new members will be 

admitted to the 200 Club strictly in the order they joined the waiting 

list as vacancies occur. 

4. Members of the Lotto are allocated a number at a cost of £15 per 
one year subscription. Each member can choose to have more than 
one entry, at an additional cost of £15 per number, per year.  

5. The annual subscription to the 200 Club shall be fifteen (£15.00) 

payable by cash, cheque or standing order. 

6. The draws shall be held in the months of September, October, 

November, December, January, February, March, April, May and 

June, plus July Grand Draw Jackpot*. 

7.  During the school year, there are 10 regular monthly draws 
(September to June) of 1st prize £25 and 2nd prise £15 and then in July 
there is a guaranteed winners jackpot prize of £200 and a second 
prize of £75. 

8. Prize Winnings will be sent home in the form of a cheque via the 
Thamesmead pupil/contact name on your application form as soon 
as possible after the draw. 

9. Winning numbers will be available via the schools website and shall 

be available from the organiser, on request. 

10. It is the responsibility of the member to advise the organiser of any 

change of address, email or other relevant contact information. 

11. If a winner cannot be contacted, the winnings will be placed into FOT 

funds after 6 months. 

 

12. A member will be deemed to have left the club and will not be 

entered into any draw if their annual subscription has not been 

received, after our renewal notices. The organiser reserves the right 

to reallocate any number where payment has not been received. 

13. Registers will be kept recording the name, address and email of each 
member, the number(s) allocated to them and the entries received 
from them.  

14. Any surplus from the 200 Club will be used by Friends of 
Thamesmead, FOT, for the benefit of the school. 

15. The more people who buy a 200 Club Lucky Lotto entry, the more 
money raised for pupils resources! 

16. The decision of the FOT committee shall be final and binding in any 

dispute between a member and the organiser. 

17. The 200 Club is run as a small society lottery in accordance with the 

Gambling Act 2005. 

18. Application for membership shall be deemed as acceptance of the 

200 Club rules. 

19. The FOT committee may amend the rules of the 200 Club at any 

time.  Members will be informed of changes by letter or email. 

20. These rules were approved by the Friends of Thamesmead (FOT = 

Parent Teacher’s Association). 

 

Promoters: Thamesmead School, Manygate Lane, Shepperton, 
Middlesex, TW17 9EE 

Organiser: Friends of Thamesmead (known as 200 Club), Manygate 
Lane, Shepperton, 

  Middlesex, TW17 9EE 
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