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Our Goal

Successful
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Happy
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Parents



What we will cover this 
evening

• GCSE Results

• What students need to do to be successful

• How you can support your child

• Revision techniques 

• Key information for English, Maths, RPE and Science  

• Careers information

• Key dates



Changes to the GCSE 
grading system

G F E D C B A A*

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9



GCSE results

9-5 9-4

English 81% 90%

Maths 58% 83%

English & Maths 55% 80%



Positive Mind 
Set



Aspiration





Who will be supporting your 
child in school?

• Class teachers

• Tutor

• Head of Year

• SENDCo

• SLT 

• Inclusion team   



How you can support your 
child

• Have a set routine

• Know what your child is studying

• Know how they are studying it

• Be aware of what is going on in school

• Limit their use of electronic equipment

• Try not to let them see that you are anxious or 
stressed by how they are doing in school

• Make the tough decisions when you have to! 



Ways to help…



Study/life balance – getting 

it right

STUDY LIFE



15 seconds to memorize…

These three quotations:

• “Tonight, His frost will fasten 
on us”

• “Stormed at with shot and 
shell”

• “He lugged a rifle numb as a 
smashed arm”

Now try to write them on your paper!



Let’s try a different 
approach…

15 seconds to memorize these quotations:

• “Slowly, our ghosts drag home” 

• “The patriotic tear that 
brimmed in his eye”

• “Into the Jaws of Death”

But this time, you can draw an image to represent 

each one whilst you are committing them to memory.



Preparing for closed book exams
• Memory retention and revision is vital for success

• Students must practise ACTIVE recall retrieving 
information from memory

• Not just quotations, but interpretations, ideas, 
historical context, subject terminology

• A large amount of content – start now!

Some useful revision methods
Rereading class notes or revision guides
Retrieval practice: Read, cover, write, check, 
improve.
Dual coding: Using images and symbols to represent 
ideas
Interleaving: Revising topic A, then B, then C, then A, 
then B, then C…. Leaving a space forces pupils to 
forget and then actively recall information.

And others…see your pack!



What else is new?
• Greater emphasis on academic writing – SPaG, 

vocabulary and written expression

• Stronger understanding of historical and modern context 
 talk to pupils about politics, social issues, and ask them 
to relate it to a text they have studied.

• Stronger emphasis on appreciation of the writer’s craft –
why the text is / is not effective, judging it critically.

• Greater number of unseen elements  Encourage pupils 
to read a wide breadth of genres, texts, magazines, 
newspapers and discuss the issues / craft with them



• “Slowly, our ghosts 
drag home” 

• “The patriotic tear that 
brimmed in his eye”

• “Into the Jaws of 
Death”

Interleaving: Can you recall 
the second set of poetry 

quotations?  



English Language



English Literature



Year 9 English
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Power and 

Conflict 

poetry 

Poetry exam 

style 

assessment

A Christmas 

Carol

A Christmas 

Carol exam 

style 

assessment

AQA 

Language 

Paper 1 skills

English

Language 

Paper 1 

Section A 

exam

A Christmas 

Carol

A Christmas 

Carol exam 

style 

assessment

AQA 

Language 

Paper 2 

skills

English

Language 

Paper 2 

exam

Power and 

Conflict 

poetry 

Poetry

exam style 

assessment



How can you help?
Home learning

Check they are creating and using effective revision resources to secure their understanding.

Supporting sensible decisions about effort.
• Avoid the dangers of too little or too much work.

• Starting early greatly reduces stress.

• Check work In a supportive manner, do not just accept it has been done.

A purposeful and calm environment.
• Exam preparation timetable - Internet access - No distractions. 

Discussing and quizzing!

Effective strategies
Annotated poems & key quote banks

Topic cue cards & summary sheets

Quizzing 

Practise planning responses - timed

Partial or whole responses – timed

Active memory recall

Just reading notes has a very limited impact on the retention of 

knowledge – see revision methods sheet for further info. 



Revision guides



• “Slowly, our ghosts 
drag home” 

• “The patriotic tear that 
brimmed in his eye”

• “Into the Jaws of 
Death”

Interleaving: Can you recall 
the second set of poetry 

quotations?  



Maths Activity:

Multiple Choice! 



Maths Activity –

Mathematical Reasoning
What is 9 x £45.99?

£413.91

£4139.10

£41.39



Maths Activity –

Remembering 
Formulas

𝒙 =
−𝒃 ± 𝒃𝟐 − 𝟒𝒂𝒄

𝟐𝒂



Maths Activity –
Remembering Formulas

𝒙 =
−𝒃 ± 𝒃𝟐 − 𝟒𝒂𝒄

𝟐𝒂

What’s missing?

4c abc 4ac



𝒙 =
−𝒃 ± 𝒃𝟐 − 𝟒𝒂𝒄

𝟐𝒂

What’s missing?

2a ac 2c

Maths Activity –
Remembering Formulas



𝒙 =
−𝒃 ± 𝒃𝟐 − 𝟒𝒂𝒄

𝟐𝒂

What’s missing?

c²    2b b²

Maths Activity –
Remembering Formulas



Maths:
Essential Skills

-Knowing times-tables from 2 to 12 

-Be able to round numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000, 

and to a given number of decimal places and significant 

figures

-Be able to identify prime numbers, factors and multiples

-Be able to identify the names and properties of shapes

-Be able multiply large integers (including decimals)

-Be able to divide by 1 or 2 digit numbers



What help is available

Websites:

 vle.mathswatch.co.uk

 www.keshmaths.com (Click on GCSE Maths 

take-away for GCSE practise questions)

 www.corbettmaths.com



What help is available

 Pearson revision guides and 

revision workbook 

 Assessments after each unit so that students 

become used to exam-style questions

 After-school Tuesday drop-in sessions in 2C 

 Every teacher has an ‘open-door’ policy

Effective revision is to not practise until you get it right, but to 

practise until you can’t get it wrong!
- Marion Johnston (Thamesmead School)



Religion, Philosophy and Ethics*
*Religion, Philosophy and Ethics forms part of your child’s ‘basic education’ in the UK.

Actively learn key words.  

Students are studying 

Christianity this year.

• Develops confidence in their learning.

• Understand exam style questions.

• Helps develop their explanations

This is the start of their GCSE. 

Students should make detailed 

notes that they re-read at 

home, checking they 

understand their notes.

The new GCSE emphasises 

the importance of religious 

texts, so it is important to learn 

Bible references.

• Possess a good set of notes in 

preparation for future revision.

• Securing knowledge in their long-term 

memory.

• Remember to think about the context 

of the religious text.

• Think about the multiple meanings of 

the text.

• Apply the meaning of the text to the 

topic



Year 9 Science : Plan for the year
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1

1) Forces

2 ) Inheritance and 
selection 

3) Using Chemistry

4) Photosynthesis 
and using plants for 

food

5) Energy and 
electricity 

Revision for end of 
KS3 exam

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Start of GCSE 

Topic B1 – Cell 
Biology

Topic C1 – Atomic 
Structure and the 

Periodic Table

Topic P1 - Energy



End of KS3 
exam

• This will take place in the last week before February half term.

Topic list for the exam.

• Plants and Photosynthesis

• Cells

• Inheritance and selective breeding

• Atoms, elements and compounds

• Periodic table

• Displacement reactions

• Forces

• Electricity

• Science investigation skills

Revision sheets can be found on the Year 9 Science page on Frog. It’s located 
in the file drop box at the bottom and is named ‘End of KS3 Revision’.



What help is available

 www.samlearning.com 

 BBC KS3 Science Bitesize

 Revision material on FROG

 Every teacher has an ‘open-door’ policy



What does successful 
revision look like



Combined Science

There are six papers, two biology, two

chemistry and two physics at the end of 

Year 11.

Each of the papers will assess knowledge 

and understanding from distinct topic areas.

Each exam is 75 minutes and is worth

16.7% of the GCSE.



Triple Science 

There are six papers, two biology, two

chemistry and two physics at the end of 

Year 11.

Each of the papers will assess knowledge 

and understanding from distinct topic areas.

Each exam is 105 minutes and is worth

50% of the biology, chemistry and physics 

GCSE.



Grading ….

Combined Science 

The subject gives students two Combined Science 

GCSEs with the same grade; this will be an average 

calculated from the six exam papers. 

Triple Science

Students will achieve three separate GCSEs in 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Foundation Tier assessments will be awarded a grade 

within the range of 1 - 5. 

Higher Tier assessments will be awarded a grade 

within the range of 4 - 9. 



Key dates 

• Options Fair 

Thursday 22nd February 2018

• Progress review meetings

Monday 26th February  2018

• Year 9 exams start

w/c 11th June 2018


