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What we will cover this 
evening

• GCSE Results

• What students need to do to be successful

• How you can support your child

• Revision techniques 

• Key information for English, Maths, RPE and Science  

• Careers information

• Key dates



Changes to the GCSE 
grading system

G F E D C B A A*

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9



GCSE results

9-5 9-4

English 81% 90%

Maths 58% 83%

English & Maths 55% 80%





“Please pass on our sincere thanks and appreciation to all of our son’s teachers 
who helped him to achieve excellent GCSE results. We are all extremely 

happy with what he was able to achieve at Thamesmead. 

As well as what was achieved, we were very impressed with how it was 
achieved - at no point was he put under any stress or did he feel any 

pressure. He was just helped to achieve his best. 

I hear of other schools placing their students under huge stress and pressure 
and I really admire how Thamesmead gets such good results without doing 

this. I am delighted that I still have a child at Thamesmead and look 
forward to seeing what she is able to achieve with your help.

Thanks once again to all of you”



Positive Mind 
Set



Aspiration





Who will be supporting your 
child in school?

• Class teachers

• Tutor

• Head of Year

• SENDCo

• SLT mentors

• Inclusion team   



How you can support your 
child

• Have a set routine

• Know what your child is studying

• Know how they are studying it

• Be aware of what is going on in school

• Limit their use of electronic equipment

• Try not to let them see that you are anxious or 
stressed by how they are doing in school

• Make the tough decisions when you have to! 



Study/life balance – getting 

it right

STUDY LIFE



Ways to help…



30 seconds to memorize…

These three quotations:

• “All the perfumes of Arabia will 
not sweeten this little hand”

• “I am in blood stepped in so far”

• “What, can the devil speak true?”

Now try to write them on your 
paper!



Let’s try a different 
approach…

30 seconds to memorize these 
quotations:

• “O full of scorpions is my mind, dear 
wife!”

• “Out, out, brief candle!”

• “Is this a dagger which I see before 
me?”

But this time, you can draw an image to 
represent each one whilst you are 
committing them to memory.



Preparing for closed book exams
• Memory retention and revision is vital for success

• Students must practise ACTIVE recall retrieving 
information from memory

• Not just quotations, but interpretations, ideas, 
historical context, subject terminology

• A large amount of content – start now!

Some useful revision methods
Rereading class notes or revision guides
Retrieval practice: Read, cover, write, 
check, improve
Dual coding: Using images and symbols to 
represent ideas
Interleaving: Revising topic A, then B, then 
C, then A, then B, then C…. Leaving a space 
forces pupils to actively recall information.
And others…see your pack!



What else is new?
• Greater emphasis on academic writing –

SPaG, vocabulary and written expression

• Stronger understanding of historical and 
modern context  talk to pupils about 
politics, social issues, and ask them to relate 
it to a text they have studied.

• Stronger emphasis on appreciation of the 
writer’s craft –why the text is / is not 
effective, judging it critically.

• Greater number of unseen elements 
Encourage pupils to read a wide breadth of 
genres, texts, magazines, newspapers and 
discuss the issues / craft with them



Interleaving: Can you 
recall the second set 

of Macbeth 
quotations?  

• “O full of scorpions is my mind, 
dear wife!”

• “Out, out, brief candle!”
• “Is this a dagger which I see before 

me?”



English Language



English Literature



Year 11 English

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1

Power and 

Conflict

Poetry 

+ A 

Christmas 

Carol

+ Unseen 

poetry

AQA Language 

paper 1 skills

AQA Language 

paper 2 skills 

+ Spoken Language 

Assessment

Language Paper 2 

exam – Mock

Macbeth 

+ A 

Christmas 

Carol

An Inspector

Calls

+ Power & 

Conflict 

poetry

Language + 

literature 

revision

GCSE 

Exams



How can you help?
Home learning

Check they are creating and using effective revision resources to secure their understanding.

Supporting sensible decisions about effort.
• Avoid the dangers of too little or too much work.

• Starting early greatly reduces stress.

• Check work In a supportive manner, do not just accept it has been done.

A purposeful and calm environment.
• Exam preparation timetable - Internet access - No distractions. 

Discussing and quizzing!

Effective strategies
Annotated poems & key quote banks

Topic cue cards & summary sheets

Quizzing 

Practise planning responses - timed

Partial or whole responses – timed

Active memory recall

Just reading notes has a very limited impact on the retention of 

knowledge – see revision methods sheet for further info. 



Revision guides



Interleaving: Can you 
recall the second set 

of Macbeth 
quotations?  

• “O full of scorpions is my mind, 
dear wife!”

• “Out, out, brief candle!”
• “Is this a dagger which I see before 

me?”



Maths Activity:

Multiple Choice! 



Maths Activity –

Mathematical Reasoning
What is 9 x £23.99?

£215.91

£2159.10

£21.51



Maths Activity –

Value for Money
Which of these is better value for money?

9 toilet 

rolls £3.35

4 toilet rolls 

for £1.75

or



Maths Activity –

Remembering 
Formulas

𝒙 =
−𝒃 ± 𝒃𝟐 − 𝟒𝒂𝒄

𝟐𝒂



Maths Activity –
Remembering Formulas

𝒙 =
−𝒃 ± 𝒃𝟐 − 𝟒𝒂𝒄

𝟐𝒂

What’s missing?

4c abc 4ac



𝒙 =
−𝒃 ± 𝒃𝟐 − 𝟒𝒂𝒄

𝟐𝒂

What’s missing?

2a ac 2c

Maths Activity –
Remembering Formulas



𝒙 =
−𝒃 ± 𝒃𝟐 − 𝟒𝒂𝒄

𝟐𝒂

What’s missing?

c²    2b b²

Maths Activity –
Remembering Formulas



What help is available

Websites:

 www.mathswatchvle.com 

 www.keshmaths.com (Click on GCSE Maths 

take-away)

 www.corbettmaths.com

 onmaths.com



What help is available

 Pearson revision guides and 

revision workbook 

 Exam Practice papers 

 Wednesday after school drop-in sessions 

 Every teacher has an ‘open-door’ policy

Effective revision is to not practise until you get it right, but to 

practise until you can’t get it wrong!
- Marion Johnston (Thamesmead School)



Religion, Philosophy and Ethics*
*Religion, Philosophy and Ethics forms part of your child’s ‘basic education’ in the UK.

Actively learn key words.  

Students will need to learn 

words with roots in other 

languages.

Using key words shows the 

examiner this student knows their 

subject.

This GCSE is a three year 

course and therefore buying a 

revision guide will help fill in 

any knowledge gaps.

Visual information helps students 

recall relevant information in the 

exam hall.

The new GCSE emphasises 

the importance of religious 

texts, so it is important to learn 

key references.

Key references are open to 

interpretation and may be used 

more than once.



Combined 
Science 

There are six papers, two biology, two

chemistry and two physics at the end of 

Year 11.

Each of the papers will assess knowledge 

and understanding from distinct topic areas.

Each exam is 75 minutes and is worth

16.7% of the GCSE.



Triple Science 

There are six papers, two biology, two

chemistry and two physics at the end of 

Year 11.

Each of the papers will assess knowledge 

and understanding from distinct topic areas.

Each exam is 105 minutes and is worth

50% of the biology, chemistry and physics 

GCSE.



Grading ….

Combined Science 

The subject gives students two Combined Science 

GCSEs with the same grade; this will be an average 

calculated from the six exam papers. 

Triple Science

Students will achieve three separate GCSEs in 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Foundation Tier assessments will be awarded a grade 

within the range of 1 - 5. 

Higher Tier assessments will be awarded a grade 

within the range of 4 - 9. 



What does successful 
revision look like ……



Physics equations ....

Students will need to memorise 

all the equations.

Produce a flash card for each 

equation with the relevant units.



What additional help is available

Websites:

 www.samlearning.com

 www.youtube.com

 FreeSciencelessons – lots of clips covering 

the majority of the Science syllabus

 Fuseschool – mostly Chemistry and Physics 

clips

 Primrose kitten – tutorials on the Science 

content plus useful revision tips.

http://www.samlearning.com/
http://www.youtube.com/


Revision guides and 
workbooks



Careers
At this stage, students ought to be applying for college 

courses if they have not yet done so. 

All of the local colleges are currently open to applications 
and whilst there are no deadlines as such, it is advisable 
to get applications in by the end of October in order to 

secure interviews for the courses which your child wishes 
to get on to. There is great demand for places in our local 

colleges. 

N.B. Esher is the only local college with a closing date of 
midday on 29th September.



Careers Advice

Most of year 11 have had a careers interview, however if your 
son or daughter has not yet had one and would like advice, 

please ask them to speak to Mrs Mason who can arrange this. 

Alternatively, students can browse the school Careers Library, or 
carry out research online.

Visiting colleges before applying is a good idea and 
recommended; dates of open events are on the next slide.

j.mason@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk

mailto:j.mason@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk


College Open Events
• Brooklands: 5th October 5.30-8pm (Weybridge campus) / 10th October 

5.30-8pm (Ashford campus)

• Strode’s: 19th October, 5-8pm / 8th March, 5-8pm

• Woking: 12th October, 4.30-8.30pm

• Kingston: 7th October, 10am-2pm/ 22nd November, 4.30-7pm

• West Thames: 12th October, 5-7pm / 11th November, 10am-1pm

• Richmond: 14th October, 10am-2pm / 18th October 5-8pm / 11th

November 5-8pm

• Guildford: 17th October, 5.30-8pm / 19th October 5.30-8pm / 10th

November 5.30-8pm

• Merrist Wood: 4th October, 5.30-8pm / 7th October 10am-1pm/18th

November, 10am-1pm

• Esher – no further open events for 2018 entry.

Important: Please see college websites before visiting for additional 
visitor information. Note that you must register online in advance for 

some college open events.



Key dates 
• Progress review meetings

1. Monday 18th September 2017

2. Monday 22nd January 2018

• Dec mock exams start Wed 6th December 2017

• March mock start Monday 5th March 2018

• GCSE exams start Monday 14th May 2018

• GCSE results day Thursday 23rd August 2018


