
Welcome to our 

Year 11 

Raising Achievement Evening

Thursday 13th September 2018

Thamesmead 

School



What we will cover this 
evening

• Thamesmead‘s Vision and Values

• GCSE results

• What students need to do to be successful

• How you can support your child

• Revision techniques 

• Key information for English, Maths, RPE and Science  

• Careers information

• Revision sessions, study room and detentions

• Key dates



Thamesmead School

Committed to 
Excellence

Nurturing Individuals

Fulfilling Potential

Respecting our 
Community



Our Thamesmead Values

Aspiration Respectful Confident

Independent Community 
Focused

CommittedResilient



Changes to the GCSE 
grading system

G F E D C B A A*

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9



GCSE results

9-5 9-4

English 79% 89%

Maths 60% 81%

English & Maths 56% 78%







Positive Mind 
Set



Aspiration



Student

School

Parents





Who will be supporting your 
child in school?

• Class teachers

• Tutor

• Head of Year

• SENDCo

• SLT mentors

• Inclusion team   



How you can support your 
child

• Ensure that they have all of the equipment they need

• Have a set routine

• Know what your child is studying

• Know how they are studying it

• Be aware of what is going on in school

• Limit their use of electronic equipment

• Try not to let them see that you are anxious or stressed by 
how they are doing in school

• Make the tough decisions when you have to! 



Study/life balance – getting 

it right

STUDY LIFE



Ways to help…



Describe this image…



Describe this image…



What percentage of words in a text must 
you know to accurately comprehend it?

60%   65%  75%   80%    85%    90%    95%

‘The Percentage of Words Known in a Text and Reading Comprehension’, 
NORBERT SCHMITT, XIANGYING JIANG & WILLIAM GRABE (2011)



A fortnight later, by excellent good fortune, the doctor gave one of his 
pleasant dinners to some five or six old cronies, all intelligent, reputable men 
and all judges of good wine; and Mr. Utterson so contrived that he remained 
behind after the others had departed. This was no new arrangement, but a 
thing that had befallen many scores of times. Where Utterson was liked, he 
was liked well. Hosts loved to detain the dry lawyer, when the light-hearted 
and the loose-tongued had already their foot on the threshold; they liked to 
sit a while in his unobtrusive company, practising for solitude, sobering their 
minds in the man’s rich silence after the expense and strain of gaiety. To this 
rule, Dr. Jekyll was no exception; and as he now sat on the opposite side of 
the fire — a large, well-made, smooth-faced man of fifty, with something of a 
slyish cast perhaps, but every mark of capacity and kindness — you could see 
by his looks that he cherished for Mr. Utterson a sincere and warm affection.



Tier 2 Vocabulary – Precise, not fancy!
A wide-ranging vocabulary is a tool that will help pupils 

enhance the accuracy of their writing. It's not about 

sounding fancy - it's about being precise! 

How can you support at home?

• Read over home learning and 

highlight words / sentences that 

could be improved.

• Quiz on word list

• Encourage pupils to read. 

Discussion.

• Lead by example.

• www.vocabulary.com

http://www.vocabulary.com/


Preparing for closed book exams
• Memory retention and revision is vital for success

• Students must practise ACTIVE recall retrieving 
information from memory

• Not just quotations, but interpretations, ideas, 
historical context, subject terminology

• A large amount of content – start now!

• www.genius.com

Some useful revision methods
Rereading class notes or revision guides
Retrieval practice: Read, cover, write, 
check, improve
Dual coding: Using images and symbols to 
represent ideas
Interleaving: Revising topic A, then B, then 
C, then A, then B, then C…. Leaving a space 
forces pupils to actively recall information.
And others…see your pack!

http://www.genius.com/


What else?
• Comparison – Pupils must form comparative 

opinions. More or less? Why?

• Stronger understanding of historical and 
modern context  talk to pupils about 
politics, social issues, and ask them to relate 
it to a text they have studied.

• Stronger emphasis on appreciation of the 
writer’s craft –why the text is / is not 
effective, judging it critically.

• Greater number of unseen elements 
Encourage pupils to read a wide breadth of 
genres, texts, magazines, newspapers and 
discuss the issues / craft with them



English Language



English Literature



Year 11 English

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1

Power and 

Conflict

Poetry 

+ Unseen 

poetry

AQA Language 

paper 1 skills

AQA Language 

paper 2 skills 

+ Spoken Language 

Assessment

Language Paper 2 

exam – Mock

Macbeth 

+ A 

Christmas 

Carol

An Inspector

Calls

+ Power & 

Conflict 

poetry

Language + 

literature 

revision

GCSE 

Exams



Information on Maths GCSE 
at Thamesmead School



At home revision resources

• Websites:

 hegartymaths.com (great for revision)

 Corbettmaths.com (great for exam practice)

 onmaths.com (great for predicted papers)



More on Hegarty

 LINK TO HEGARTY TO SHOW A SHORT CLIP

https://hegartymaths.com/


A teachers’ visual on hegarty



What help is available

 Pearson revision guides and 

revision workbook 

 Exam Practice papers 

 Wednesday after school revision sessions 

 Every teacher has an ‘open-door’ policy



Effective revision is not to practise until you get it 

right, but to practise until you  can’t get it wrong!
- Marion Johnston (Thamesmead School)



Religion, Philosophy and 
Ethics*

*Religion, Philosophy and Ethics forms part of your child’s ‘basic education’.

Success inspires confidence.  Encourage your son/ 

daughter to do their best for their RPE mock 

examinations.  Use the exam techniques we have 

taught.

Buying a revision guide is essential.  There is a 

specific revision guide covering Christianity and 

Buddhism, so avoid buying a revision guide ‘off the 

shelf’.

Discuss ethical issues so that your son/ daughter 

can articulate what they think and why, and if it is 

not your tradition, focus on Christian ethics.

RPE GCSE Results 

(Pass, Grades 9-4)

School – 70%
National - 72%



Combined 
Science 

There are six papers, two biology, two

chemistry and two physics at the end of 

Year 11.

Each of the papers will assess knowledge 

and understanding from distinct topic areas.

Each exam is 75 minutes and is worth

16.7% of the GCSE.



Triple Science 

There are six papers, two biology, two

chemistry and two physics at the end of 

Year 11.

Each of the papers will assess knowledge 

and understanding from distinct topic areas.

Each exam is 105 minutes and is worth

50% of the biology, chemistry and physics 

GCSE.



Grading ….

Combined Science 

The subject gives students two Combined Science 

GCSEs with the same grade; this will be an average 

calculated from the six exam papers. 

Triple Science

Students will achieve three separate GCSEs in 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Foundation Tier assessments will be awarded a grade 

within the range of 1 - 5. 

Higher Tier assessments will be awarded a grade 

within the range of 4 - 9. 



What does successful 
revision look like ……



Physics equations ....

Students will need to memorise 

all the equations.

Produce a flash card for each 

equation with the relevant units.



What additional help is available

Websites:

 www.samlearning.com

 www.youtube.com

 FreeSciencelessons – lots of clips covering 

the majority of the Science syllabus

 Fuseschool – mostly Chemistry and Physics 

clips

 Primrose kitten – tutorials on the Science 

content plus useful revision tips.

http://www.samlearning.com/
http://www.youtube.com/


Revision guides and 
workbooks



Careers
Start research now if you haven’t already
• Visit colleges; contact apprenticeship providers; research beyond 16-18 

education (e.g. universities)– consider what your child’s chosen route can lead 
to

• Attend open events: these are advertised on the college websites, 
Thamesmead’s website, in Student Notices, and Thamesmead Talk

• Browse careers in sectors which are relevant to your child’s chosen area –
encourage your child to be well-informed about what’s out there

• If your child is thinking about an apprenticeship, visit the websites listed on 
our school website, but also ask; many employers offer apprenticeships but 
don’t necessarily advertise them in places you are likely to look.



What’s coming up
https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/careers-calendar/

https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/careers-calendar/


Finding information

Our school website is full of up to date information: 
https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/careers/

Here you can find out about:

• Different routes (e.g. A levels, Btecs, apprenticeships, traineeships)

• How to apply

• Our careers provision

• Forthcoming events, both in-school, and outside of school e.g. college 
open events and careers fairs

• Links to other useful sites

https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/careers/


Routes
A levels

 Available in a broad 
range of subjects 

 Can lead to further 
study

 Academic, with a lot of 
reading, writing and 
independent study

 Most colleges want 5 
GCSEs at grade 4 and 
above, with a grade 5 in 
English and Maths

 For most courses you 
should have achieved a 
grade 6 in the subject at 
GCSE

 Tested usually by exam
at the end of the two 
years’ study.

Btecs
 Focused in one area/ 

industry 

 Available at different 
levels, starting at level 1 
(GCSE)

 Can study English/ 
Maths alongside if did 
not achieve a 4

 Can be fast tracked to 
next level if achieving 
well

 More practical work 
usually involved

 Typically assessed 
throughout the course 
by coursework/ 
projects/ some exams

Apprenticeships
 Work-based learning

 Involves less ‘sit-down’ 
learning, sometimes 
college one day per 
week

 Available in a huge range 
of sectors and 
companies 

 Many apprenticeships 
available locally

 Advertised throughout 
the year – keep checking 
relevant websites

 Pays a wage (min. £3.50 
p/h for 16-18 year olds)

 Available up to graduate 
and post-grad level



Information on how to apply

For apprenticeships 
you should contact the 

company directly



Start Profile – a great resource!

All year 11s should 

have access to this; it 

is a fantastic resource 

with a wealth of 

information for 

students and parents. 



The Careers team

Please speak to Mrs Willans or Mrs Mason for further information:
f.willans@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk
j.mason@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk

All students have access to a careers advisor and can have a careers interview 
(most have already been seen). 

If your child has had an interview, please review their Action Plan with them.
If your child has not had an interview yet but would like one, please direct them 
to Mrs Willans who will organise this.

mailto:f.willans@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:j.mason@Thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk


Revision sessions

• These run from 2.30-3.00pm on Monday and 
2.40-3.10pm and 3.15-3.45pm Tuesday –
Friday for target students

• Monday – Humanities

Tuesday – CS,MFL and English

Wed. – DT, Food and Nutrition and Maths 

Thursday – Science and Drama, Art

Friday - Dance, Music and PE 

• Students must attend these revision sessions



Study Room

• Students will be booked into the Study Room 
by their teacher to enable to make use of IT 
facilities and to give students the opportunity 
to complete work before they go home

• Mr Stevenson will be co-ordinating this

• Please support us by ensuring your child 
attends



Detentions

If your child has a detention and is required to 
attend revision or the study room. 

The revision session is completed first followed 
by the detention.

The detention is completed first followed by the 
study room. 



Key dates 
• Progress review meetings

1. Tuesday 2nd October 2018

2. Wednesday 9th January 2019

• Nov. written mocks start Monday 5th Nov. 2018

• Feb. written mocks start Monday 4th Feb. 2019

• GCSE written exams start Monday 13th May 2019

• GCSE results day Thursday 22nd August 2019


