
Welcome to our 

Year 9 

Raising Achievement Evening

Tuesday 25th September 2018

Thamesmead 

School



What we will cover this 
evening

• Thamesmead‘s Vision and Values

• GCSE results

• What students need to do to be successful

• How you can support your child

• Revision techniques 

• Key information for English, Maths, RPE and Science  

• Careers information

• Key dates



Thamesmead School

Committed to 
Excellence

Nurturing Individuals

Fulfilling Potential

Respecting our 
Community



Our Thamesmead Values

Aspiration Respectful Confident

Independent Community 
Focused

CommittedResilient



Changes to the GCSE 
grading system

G F E D C B A A*

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9



GCSE results

9-5 9-4

English 79% 89%

Maths 60% 81%

English & Maths 56% 79%





How ready is your child for 
Year 9?

• Routines

• Focus and commitment

• Home learning- ‘Show my Homework’

• Independent learning skills

• Employability skills

• Community values 



Aspiration



Worries 
about the 
future



How you can support your 
child?

• Good routines for learning and revising

• Know what your child is studying

• Help them be creative in their revision techniques

• Be aware of what is going on in school – talk to them 
about things that may be causing stress

• Limit their use of electronic equipment

• Try not to let them see that you are anxious or 
stressed by how they are doing in school

• Make the tough decisions when you have to! 



Ways to revise more 
effectively

1. Eat breakfast
2. Put your phone away
3. Start early and spread it out
4. Test yourself
5. Teach someone
6. Don’t listen to music
7. Get some fresh air and exercise
8. Sleep



Ways to help…



Is the internet destroying our 
brains?



Who will be supporting your 
child in school?

• Class teachers

• Tutor

• Head of Year

• SENDCo

• SLT mentors

• Inclusion team   



Expanding Horizons



Student

School

Parents



15 seconds to 
memorize…

Now try to write them on your paper!

• “Slowly, our ghosts drag home” 

• “The patriotic tear that brimmed in 
his eye”

• “Into the Jaws of Death”



Let’s try a different 
approach…

15 seconds to memorize these quotations:

• “Slowly, our ghosts drag 
home” 

• “The patriotic tear that 
brimmed in his eye”

• “Into the Jaws of Death”

But this time, you can draw an image to 

represent each one whilst you are 

committing them to memory.



Let’s try a different 
approach…

But this time, you can draw an image to 

represent each one whilst you are 

committing them to memory.



Preparing for closed book exams

• Memory retention and revision is vital for success

• Students must practice ACTIVE recall retrieving 
information from memory

• Not just quotations, but interpretations, ideas, historical 
context, subject terminology

• A large amount of content – start now!

Some useful revision methods
Rereading class notes or revision guides
Retrieval practice: Read, cover, write, check, improve
Dual coding: Using images and symbols to represent 
ideas
Interleaving: Revising topic A, then B, then C, then A, 
then B, then C…. Leaving a space forces pupils to actively 
recall information.
And others…see your pack!





Vocabulary:

CRASHING

HUGE

GINORMOUS

• Colossal / Monolithic – Towering

• Cataclysmic – destructive, 

disaster

• Malicious– cruel

• Elemental power – power of the 

weather

• Cacophonous – loud and sounds 

terrible



Tier 2 Vocabulary – Precise, not fancy!
A wide-ranging vocabulary is a tool that will help pupils 

enhance the accuracy of their writing. It's not about 

sounding fancy - it's about being precise! 

How can you support 

at home?

• Read over home 

learning and highlight 

words / sentences that 

could be improved.

• Quiz on word list

• Encourage pupils to 

read. Discussion.

• Lead by example.

• www.vocabulary.com

http://www.vocabulary.com/


What else?
• Stronger understanding of historical and modern 

context  talk to pupils about politics, social issues, 
and ask them to relate it to a text they have studied.  
This will enable pupils to be ‘thoughtful’ and ‘critical 
writers’…

• Stronger emphasis on appreciation of the writer’s 
craft –why the text is / is not effective, judging it 
critically.

• Greater number of unseen elements  Encourage 
pupils to read a wide breadth of genres, texts, 
magazines, newspapers and discuss the issues / craft 
with them

• Comprehension strategies - boxing off sections of 
text and summarizing these in 2-3 bullet points/.

• Timed writing practise – to achieve a ‘strong pass’ 
pupils need to be writing 1.5 – 2 sides in 45 minutes.



English 
Language



English 
Literature



Year 9 
EnglishAutumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Power and 

Conflict 

poetry 

Poetry exam 

style 

assessment

A Christmas 

Carol

A Christmas 

Carol exam 

style 

assessment

AQA 

Language 

Paper 1 skills

English

Language 

Paper 1 

Section A 

exam

A Christmas 

Carol

A Christmas 

Carol exam 

style 

assessment

AQA 

Language 

Paper 2 

skills

English

Language 

Paper 2 

exam

Power and 

Conflict 

poetry 

Poetry

exam style 

assessment



1.Essential skills

2.Specific topics

3.Worded problems

Steps to Maths 
GCSE



How can I help at home?

Hegarty Maths

• Every topic has been broken down into a set of 10 

minute videos

• There is an assessment after every video so students 

and teachers can check understanding

• The website records everything so it’s easy to track 

progress



What does a homework on HegartyMaths look like?

Step 1:

Video where Mr. Hegarty teaches

your child everything they need to

know about that topic & goes

through all the examples that will

be in the quiz.

Step 2:

Quiz that will allow your child to

practise all the examples in the

video for themself and know

whether they understood what

was in the video.



What to do if your child is stuck on their homework?

1) Watch the video again really

carefully ensuring all examples are

copied and see if hearing and

writing it down a second time helps.

2) Look at your building blocks.

These are the lessons that will help

you with your current homework. If

these are not at 100% or less than

the HegartyMaths avg. then you

should redo those them as it will

help on your current work.

In the picture, the student will

struggle with homework 547 as they

have only 10% on lesson 546.



1) Use their donut to improve their weak areas: Your child can click the

red section to find the quizzes they need to improve (quizzes under 70%)

and redo them until they are amber (quizzes over 70%) or green (quizzes at

100%). Once they have made everything green or amber go back over the

amber and try to get them to green.

Click the red section and it will

open up any lessons your child

is under 70% on for them to

redo.

What if your child has completed all homework – what else could they do?



What do the teachers see?
“I can’t do this it’s too hard!”



8 things parents could do at home to help their child…



8 things parents could do at home to help their child…



Remember… 

Everyone can do 
Maths!



Religion, Philosophy and Ethics*
*Religion, Philosophy and Ethics forms part of your child’s ‘basic education’ in the UK.

Engage in debate on ethical 

issues, e.g. peace and conflict, 

social and criminal justice, 

family and relationships.

• Articulates their views and opinions.

• Practise their listening skills.

• Consider alternative points of view.

This is the start of their GCSE. 

Students should make detailed 

notes that they re-read at 

home, checking they 

understand their notes.

Be aware of current affairs and 

public debates in the news.  

Research the background to 

emerging ethical issues.

• Possess a good set of notes in 

preparation for future revision.

• Securing knowledge in their long-term 

memory.

• Develop a general historical and 

international appreciation of different 

ethical issues.

• Refer to examples that supports 

different arguments or examines 

ethical issues further.



Year 9 Science : Plan for the year
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1

1) Forces

2 ) Inheritance and 
selection 

3) Using Chemistry

Revision for end of 
KS3 exam

Start of GCSE 

Investigation skills

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Start of GCSE 

Topic B1 – Cell 
Biology

Topic C1 – Atomic 
Structure and the 

Periodic Table

Topic P1 - Energy



End of KS3 
exam

• This will take place in the last week before the Christmas 
holidays.

Topic list for the exam.

• Photosynthesis

• Cells

• Inheritance and selective breeding

• Atoms, elements and compounds

• Periodic table

• Displacement reactions and other key chemical reactions

• Forces

• Electricity

• Science investigation skills

Revision sheets can be found on the Year 9 Science page on Frog. It’s located 
in the file drop box at the bottom and is named ‘End of KS3 Revision’.



What help is available

 www.samlearning.com 

 BBC KS3 Science Bitesize

 Revision material on FROG

 Every teacher has an ‘open-door’ policy





What does successful 
revision look like



GCSE Science

• English language specification 28 pages 

• English literature specification 16 pages

• Maths specification: 44 pages 

• Combined Science trilogy: 187 pages! 

• Triple Science: Biology 92 pages, Chemistry 99 pages, Physics 97 pages: 
288 pages!

• A large amount of content – start deep learning now

• Memory retention and revision is vital for success



Combined Science

There are six papers, two biology, two

chemistry and two physics at the end of 

Year 11.

Each of the papers will assess knowledge 

and understanding from distinct topic areas.

Each exam is 75 minutes and is worth

16.7% of the GCSE.



Triple Science 

There are six papers, two biology, two

chemistry and two physics at the end of 

Year 11.

Each of the papers will assess knowledge 

and understanding from distinct topic areas.

Each exam is 105 minutes and is worth

50% of the biology, chemistry and physics 

GCSE.



Grading ….

Combined Science 

The subject gives students two Combined Science 

GCSEs. The grade will be an average calculated from 

the six exam papers. 

Triple Science

Students will achieve three separate GCSEs in 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Foundation Tier assessments will be awarded a grade 

within the range of 1 - 5. 

Higher Tier assessments will be awarded a grade 

within the range of 4 - 9. 



What additional help is available

Websites:

 www.youtube.com

 FreeSciencelessons – lots of clips covering 

the majority of the Science syllabus

 Fuseschool – mostly Chemistry and Physics 

clips

 The Amoeba sisters – Biology clips on many 

of the GCSE topics

 Primrose kitten – tutorials on the Science 

content plus useful revision tips.

 www.samlearning.com

http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.samlearning.com/




Careers

It isn’t too early to start research now 
• Visit colleges; investigate apprenticeships; research beyond 16-18 education 

(e.g. universities)– consider what your child’s chosen route can lead to

• Attend open events: these are advertised on the college websites, 
Thamesmead’s website, in Student Notices, and Thamesmead Talk

• Browse careers in sectors which are relevant to your child’s chosen area –
encourage your child to be well-informed about what’s out there

• If your child is thinking about an apprenticeship, visit the websites listed on our 
school website, but also ask; many employers offer apprenticeships but don’t 
necessarily advertise them in places you are likely to look.



Year 9 Careers Programme
• Choices lesson – provided by Innervate Careers Advisory Service

• Choices assembly (by Innervate)

• Choices information evening

• Forensic Science activity (Strode’s College) 

• Career and employability skills Citizenship lesson

• Young Enterprise competition

• Thamesmead School Careers Fair (June)

• Careers Library

• START digital platform activities

• Assemblies from a range of employers

• External career fair opportunities for year 9, 10 and 11

• All students to have experiences of workplaces in Year 10

• Careers lessons as part of the Citizenship programme

• A range of employability skill-based tutor activities



Finding information

Our school website is full of up to date information: 
https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/careers/

Here you can find out about:

• Different routes (e.g. A levels, Btecs, apprenticeships, traineeships)

• How to apply

• Our careers provision

• Forthcoming events, both in-school, and outside of school e.g. college 
open events and careers fairs

• Links to other useful sites

https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/careers/


Start thinking about career and study pathways

A levels
 Available in a broad 

range of subjects 

 Can lead to further 
study

 Academic, with a lot of 
reading, writing and 
independent study

 Most colleges want 5 
GCSEs at grade 4 and 
above, with a grade 5 in 
English and Maths

 For most courses you 
should have achieved a 
grade 6 in the subject at 
GCSE

 Tested usually by exam
at the end of the two 
years’ study.

Btecs
 Focused in one area/ 

industry 

 Available at different 
levels, starting at level 1 
(GCSE)

 Can study English/ 
Maths alongside if did 
not achieve a 4

 Can be fast tracked to 
next level if achieving 
well

 More practical work 
usually involved

 Typically assessed 
throughout the course 
by coursework/ 
projects/ some exams

Apprenticeships
 Work-based learning

 Involves less ‘sit-down’ 
learning, sometimes 
college one day per 
week

 Available in a huge range 
of sectors and 
companies 

 Many apprenticeships 
available locally

 Advertised throughout 
the year – keep checking 
relevant websites

 Pays a wage (min. £3.50 
p/h for 16-18 year olds)

 Available up to graduate 
and post-grad level



Start Profile – a great resource!

All year 11s should 

have access to this; it 

is a fantastic resource 

with a wealth of 

information for 

students and parents. 



The Careers team

Please speak to Mrs Willans or Mrs Mason for further information:
f.willans@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk
j.mason@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk

All students have access to a careers advisor and can have a careers interview 

If your child has had an interview, please review their Action Plan with them.
If your child has not had an interview yet but would like one, please direct them 
to Mrs Willans who will organise this.

mailto:f.willans@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:j.mason@Thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk


Key dates 2018-19 

• Options Fair Thursday 7th February 2019 4.30-6pm

• Progress review meetings and Option Talks

Tuesday  12th February 2018 1-6.30pm 

• Written exams start Monday 24th June 2018


