
Welcome to our 

Year 8 

Raising Achievement Evening

Thursday 4th October 2018

Thamesmead 

School



What we will cover this 
evening

• Thamesmead‘s Vision and Values

• Target grades

• How you can support your child

• Key information for English, Maths and Science  

• Careers information

• Revision techniques

• Key dates



Thamesmead School

Committed to 
Excellence

Nurturing Individuals

Fulfilling Potential

Respecting our 
Community



Our Thamesmead Values

Aspiration Respectful Confident

Independent Community 
Focused

CommittedResilient



Target grades

G F E D C B A A*

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9



Who will be supporting your 
child in school?

• Class teachers

• Tutor

• Head of Year

• SENDCo

• SLT 

• Inclusion team  

• Everyone! 



How you can support your child

• Have a set routine

• Know what your child is studying

• Help them revise – verbal testing

• Talk about school – open questions

• Limit their use of electronic equipment

• Try not to let them see that you are anxious or 
stressed by how they are doing in school

• Make the tough decisions when you have to! 



Communicating

• Parent Portal

• Email- all staff emails on website

• Show my homework

• Phone calls

• Text messages

• Letters



Ways to help…
Put your phone away

Phones can be distracting; they are 

linked to FOMO (fear of missing out). 

Evidence shows that students who spend 

more time texting and using social media 

get lower grades. The mere sight of a 

phone was enough to reduce a person's 

ability to focus.

Get some fresh air and exercise

Revision has to be about quality as well as 

quantity. Going outside and getting some 

fresh air helps people feel refreshed and 

better able to focus afterwards. Doing a bit 

of exercise helps people deal better with 

stressful situation as it can reduce anxiety 

and increase self-esteem. 



Positive mind set



Year 8 English: What to expect
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1

19th Century Fiction
Reading, analysing and being 

inspired to write by role 
models from different 

disciplines

World Poetry
Detailed analysis and 

interpreting different forms 
and periods of poetry, 
mapping the genre’s 

transition through time.

Of Mice and Men
Engaging with Steinbeck’s 
text at a deeper analytical 
level. Exploring theme and 

context.
Pupils are encouraged to buy 

their own copy of the text

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Romeo and Juliet
Reading, watching, 

examining and analysing this 
Shakespearean text.

Pupils are encouraged to
buy their own copy of the 

text

Jaws and Blackfish
Exploring a range of Cinematic 
techniques and how they are 

used successfully to engage the 
audience in both fiction and non 

fiction. Students will also be 
exploring persuasive writing and 

writing to argue in this unit. 

Non Fiction writing
Introducing pupils to GCSE 

Language paper style 
questions. Students will write 
to inform, engage, entertain 

and argue during this module 
and understand the 
differences for each.  

Fortnightly: Reading lessons in the Learning Resource Centre, supported by 

the use of the Accelerated Reader programme.



Year 8 English: Literature

Romeo and Juliet
Reading, watching, examining and 

analysing this Shakespearean text.

Revision guides for this module are 

useful to help students with 

comprehension of the play and 

Shakespearean language. 

Of Mice and Men
Engaging with Steinbeck’s text at a 

deeper analytical level. Exploring 

theme and context.

Pupils are encouraged to buy their 

own copy of texts to annotate in 

class helping to build key KS4 

skills. 



Describe this image…



Describe this image…

A wide-ranging vocabulary is a tool that 

will help pupils enhance the accuracy of 

their writing. It's not about sounding 

fancy - it's about being precise! 

Colossal Imposing

Intimidating Desolate

Monumental Stately



Memory and Retention
Memory retention and revision is vital for success

Students must practise ACTIVE recall  retrieving 

information from memory

Not just quotations, but interpretations, ideas, 

historical context, subject terminology

Embedding these skills early in pupils Thamesmead

career sets them in excellent stead for their GCSEs

Some useful revision methods
Rereading class notes or revision 
guides
Retrieval practice: Read, cover, 
write, check, improve
Dual coding: Using images and 
symbols to represent ideas
Interleaving: Revising topic A, then 
B, then C, then A, then B, then C…. 
Leaving a space forces pupils to 
actively recall information.
Testing: Test your child using a Q&A, 
ask them to design flashcards and 
test them based on the information 
written down



Types of reading at secondary school

Skimming

Scanning

Zooming

Your child will need to use at 
least one of these in most of 
their 5 lessons per day.

That is a real challenge for weak 
or less confident readers.

They need to constantly develop 
and hone their reading skills. 
How? Regular reading!



INSTANT IDEAS

• Let your child choose what to read, rather than 

choosing what you think they should read

• Encourage your child to read magazines, 

newspapers and online articles as well as books

• Talk to your child about books or magazines you 

have not enjoyed, as well as things you love

• Buy books as presents – don’t forget TV tie-ins and 

links to film releases



Why do some parents dread the 
question…

“Can you help me with my 
Maths home learning?”

 Personal bad experiences at school.

 Worried that your children are better than you 

are.

 Fear of using/teaching the wrong method.

 Simply not knowing how to.



Ensuring your child thrives 
at home with their maths…



Step 1:

You child needs to watch the video, take notes of all modelled examples.

Your child will always produce a set of well-written notes of all the modelled

examples in the video as we want your child to be an expert note-takers and to

revise before they try the quiz. If your child knows the material, they should

still take the notes as it’s a good habit and ensure they are producing

revision notes every week.

Your child will turn each 

video into fantastic notes in 

their HegartyMaths

homework books.



Step 2:

Your child then needs to assess their learning from the video in a quiz.

Your child needs to:

1) Write down every Q

2) Always show all their workings

3) Always mark and self-correct their 

work

Your child will always show their workings and mark all questions they ever do. If

your child can do the question in their head they still need to show their

workings as that is part of being a great mathematician.



Why does your child always have to watch the video?

1) Ensures your child will be successful: Watching the video will ensure your child will do well in the quiz and

feel good about their homework and maths. We don’t want your child to feel like they are on their own at home

and the videos will give you the support they need to guarantee that they have a successful homework.

2) Helps improve their memory: Copying down modelled examples helps your child remember their maths and

get it into their long term memory.

3) Method marks: Copying down modelled examples helps your child practise how to lay out their maths properly

to help them get questions correct and get extra method marks in exams even when they make mistakes.

4) Good revision: This is revision. When revising one sometimes has to look over material one already knows –

that’s just as important as learning new things as making old learning solid helps prevent students from forgetting

things

5) We thinks it’s important as it helps your child be indepdenent: Doing maths at home with these good habits

and methods will help your child become more independent and be able to learn on their own (a vital life lesson).



What happens when students decide not to watch the video?

“Mr Hegarty, I can’t do these homeworks as they are too hard and too I’m stupid!”  (Hakim)

Hakim is upset and thinks he can’t do maths.

He is wrong - HE CAN DO MATHS!!!!

He is getting low scores as he is not watching the video or putting in

enough effort.

No video watched.Very low

scores

Spent only 2 mins

quiz.



What happens when students use Hegartymaths properly?

1) Students start enjoying maths and

understand more in lessons.

2) Students like doing their homework as

they feel successful.

3) Students do well in their exams.



What do other parents say?

1) They like being able to understand what

their child is learning.

2) It allows them to participate and help

3) They have seen their children become more

confident and improve.



8 things parents could do at home to help their child…



8 things parents could do at home to help their child…



If you can’t help, what next?

 DON’T panic!

 Check the due date.

 Send your child in to see their teacher before 

the due date. If they turn up on the due date 

and say “I couldn’t do it!”, they will be 

sanctioned.



What does a typical maths 
lessons look like?

 Basic skills practise at the start of every 

lesson

 Teaching of a topic with a mini assessment 

to check understanding and set targets for 

improvement

 Weekly home learning to be completed by 

students

 End of term assessments



What help is available

 www.hegartymaths.com 

 Every teacher has an ‘open-door’ policy

 KS3 study room



Most of all, be positive..!

“We know from research that as soon as 

mothers say that they were ‘no good at 

maths’, their daughters achievement in the 

subject goes down in that same school 

term.” - Professor Jo Boaler of Stanford 

University



Year 8 Science : Plan for the year
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1

Unit 1 – Fit and Healthy
( 3 weeks approx )

Unit 2 – Atoms, Elements 
and compounds 
( 3 weeks approx )

Unit 3 – Energy and 

Electricity ( 3 weeks 

approx )

Unit 4 – Respiration

( 2-3 weeks approx )

Unit 5 – Reactivity Series 
and displacement 
reactions
( 2-3 weeks )

Unit 6 – Microbes

( 3 weeks )

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Unit 7 – Forces, Gravity 

and Space (3 weeks)

Unit 8 Plants and 

photosynthesis

(3 weeks)

Complete Unit 8

Unit 9 – Rocks and 

Evolution ( 3 weeks 

approx )

Revision for end of year exam 
in Summer 2

Revision for end of year 

exam in Summer 2

Finish Unit 9

Unit 10-The structure of 

atoms



What help is available

 www.samlearning.com 

 BBC KS3 Science Bitesize

 Revision material on FROG

 Every teacher has an ‘open-door’ policy

 Revision guide



Revision guides 
and workbooks



What does successful revision 
look like



Careers

Careers provision at Thamesmead School

At Thamesmead we pride ourselves on our broad 
careers programme which begins right at Year 7.

In Year 8, students will have the opportunity to participate in a 
STEM activity (the Heathrow Lego Coding Challenge); Stem 
Ambassadors to come into all year 8 science classes; Year 8 visit 
Bocketts Farm with Geography department which includes looking 
at jobs.



Thamesmead Careers 
Programme

 Thamesmead School Careers Fair which runs every June; students can access a range of employers, 

apprenticeship providers, colleges, universities and are encouraged to find out as much information as they can 

about what is on offer.

 Careers Library – this is well-stocked with up to date books, leaflets and prospectuses and students are free to 

browse this at break, lunch and in library lessons.

 START digital platform activities

 Assemblies

 Curriculum areas linking their subjects to careers

 External career fair opportunities for year 9, 10 and 11

 All students to have experiences of workplaces during their time at Thamesmead

 Careers lessons as part of the Citizenship Programme

 A range of tutor activities

 College and work place taster days in years 10 and 11

 Careers interviews



Finding information

Our school website is full of up to date information: 
https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/careers/

Here you can find out about:

• Different routes (e.g. A levels, Btecs, apprenticeships, traineeships)

• How to apply

• Our careers provision

• Forthcoming events, both in-school, and outside of school e.g. college 
open events and careers fairs

• Links to other useful sites

The Careers team

Please contact Mrs Willans or Mrs Mason for further information:
f.willans@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk
j.mason@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk

https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/careers/
mailto:f.willans@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:j.mason@Thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk


Start Profile – a great resource!

All students should have 

access to this; it is a 

fantastic resource with a 

wealth of information for 

students and parents.

See Mrs Mason if you 

have an issue with this.

Family members can 

register on their own. 



Student

School

Parents



Revision techniques



Key dates 2018-19 

• Progress review meetings 

Thursday  25th April 2019 1-6.30pm 

• Written exams start Monday 24th June 2019


