
Welcome to our 

Year 10 

Raising 
Achievement 

Evening

Thursday 19th

September 2019

Thamesmead School



What we will cover this 
evening

• Thamesmead‘s Vision and Values

• GCSE results

• What students need to do to be successful

• How you can support your child

• Revision techniques 

• Key information for English, Maths, RPE and Science  

• Careers information

• Key dates



Committed to 
Excellence

Nurturing Individuals

Fulfilling Potential

Respecting our 
Community



Aspiration Respectful Confident

Independent Community 
Focused

CommittedResilient

Thamesmead Values



Changes to the GCSE 
grading system

G F E D C B A A*

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9



86% (169) 
got grade 

4 in Maths 
and 

English

49% (96) 
of got a 

grade 9-7 
in English

On average 
our 

students 
made 1/3 of 

a grade 
extra 

progress31% of all 
grades 
were 

grades 9-7

83% (163) 
of students 

got 5 9-4 
grades





Impact of attendance







The learning zone



How does it feel to be in these zones?

How do you 
get the 
stretch zone 
but avoid the 
panic zone?



Who will be supporting your 
child in school?

• Class teachers

• Tutor

• Head of Year

• SEND team

• Inclusion team   



How you can support your 
child

• Correct equipment.

• Routine.

• Know what is going on in school. Talk to them about this.

• Limit their use of electronic equipment.

• Try not to let them see that you are anxious or stressed about 
how they are doing in school.

• Make the tough decisions when you have to! 



Study/life balance – getting 

it right

STUDY LIFE



Ways to help…



Reminders: Our Values



we’ve



English Language English Literature
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative 

Reading and Writing 

Section A: Reading – four questions (one 

literature fiction text) 40 marks

Section B: Writing (descriptive or narrative) 

40 marks

1hr 45 mins 

80 marks

50% of GCSE exam

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and 

Perspectives

Section A: Reading – four questions (two 

non-fiction texts) 40 marks

Section B: Writing to present a viewpoint 

40 marks

1hr 45 mins 

80 marks

50% of GCSE exam

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th

Century Novel

Shakespeare: Macbeth

Dickens: A Christmas Carol

1hr 45 mins 

64 marks

40% of GCSE exam

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry

Priestley: An Inspector Calls

Power and Conflict Poetry

Unseen Poetry

2 hrs 15mins 

96 marks

60% of GCSE exam



Year 10 English
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

An Inspector 

Calls 

An Inspector 

Calls + 

unseen 

poetry 

refresher 

course

Language 

Papers 1 +2 –

skills building

Macbeth Macbeth + 

review of A 

Christmas 

Carol 

Securing 

Language 

Paper 1

+ review of 

Power and 

Conflict

NB: Home learning will be ongoing and will be largely project-based.
This half term students will be completing a personalised revision guide on all of 

the characters in An Inspector Calls.



Home learning

Complete a revision guide for each character

You have six weeks to complete this, and you should work on it regularly during this 
unit

It MUST be brightly coloured and visual. No plain black and white please!
You MUST cover all of these criteria for each character:

✓ Top 5 adjectives (key traits) to describe them
✓What are their values (what sort of morals do they have? What do they think of people from 

other classes? What do they think about people of different ages and genders?
✓What is their personal history? (What do we know about their background?)
✓What role do they play in Eva’s death? In what way could they be described as responsible?
✓ TWO key quotes – these can be things they say, or things others say about them. You need to 

write the quote, and analyse at least two devices contained in it. You should look for implicit 
meanings and make links to J B Priestley’s message

✓Which themes do they most strongly link to and why? (socialism/capitalism, responsibility, 
gender, age, social inequality/class prejudice)

How to make this an AMAZING resource? QUOTESQUOTESQUOTESQUOTES! Pick quotes to 
support the things that you write about each character.

The next  page is an example of 

what it might look like – this is 

how much detail I expect!



She represents the wealthier, privileged classes and their selfish attitudes.
She sees the lower class as morally inferior – Priestley hated this kind of attitude and 
believed that people with these attitudes had to change if society was going to work.
She makes us see just how awful life was for the lower classes at this time (1912) – the 
class divide was huge.

She played her part in the death of Eva Smith – she turned her away (from her 
charity) when she needed help. The girl was penniless and pregnant – but Mrs Birling 
thought she was lying, as no girl ‘of that sort’ would refuse money.

Values:
▪ Has old world order values and ideas 

about society, gender and age.
• Proud of her social status and abuses it: 

‘You know of course that my husband 
was lord Mayor only two years ago and 

that he’s still a magistrate’
• Happy to accept her position as a 

woman (‘When you're married you'll 
realise that men with important work to 
do sometimes have to spend nearly all 

their time and energy on their business’

Key traits:
• Snobbish + judgemental:  

‘a girl of that sort’
• ‘Her husband’s social 

superior’
• Unfeeling – ‘a rather cold 

woman’
• Naïve: ‘Well, really! 

Aldermand Meggarty! I 
must say, we are 
learning something 
tonight

• Overly concerned with 
reputation and etiquette

Personal history: 
From upper class, not 
quite aristocracy
Is naïve - seems to have 
had a sheltered
upbringing and most likely 
experienced typical upper 
class girls’ education, i.e. 
no ‘serious’ topics 
covered, learned about 
etiquette (how to be a 
‘lady’), how to draw, read, 
do embroidery etc. She 
tells Sheila off for using 
slang and doesn’t even 
realise about Eric’s 
alcoholism – evidence of 
her naivety and self-
centred nature. 

Character development: 
She doesn't change and won't accept responsibility for her actions. "I accept no blame at all"

She doesn't learn from the Inspector's message.
She regrets not having "asked him a few questions" as she wants to be in control.

It's more important that she comes out on top, than the girl's suicide.
In the final moments of the play, she is "Smiling" and tells everyone how "amused" she is. This suggests she 

has already put it all behind her.

Her role in the play/extra info:
• Without realising it, she condemns her own son and 

demands that he should pay, and confess publicly.
• The stage directions say that Mrs Birling answers 

"haughtily", "very sharply" and "bitterly"
• Mrs Birling repeatedly tells everyone "triumphantly" that 

she knew the Inspector was a hoax all along.
• Sybil tells her husband off for saying the food was good in 

front of a guest, it wasn't polite to mention the cook or 
lower servants



Practise skills

+

Learn knowledge

+ 

Practise application of 

learned knowledge

‘Can you even revise for English?’

YES!

o Context and 

writers’ intent

o Plot/storylines

o Themes 

o Quotations and 

thoughtful points 

of analysis

o Decoding and then 

planning exam qus

o Annotating and 

analysing extracts

o Practise qus



Study guides

Save the date!

Tuesday 26th November 2019 – 7.30pm – trip to see An Inspector Calls at the 

Wimbledon New Theatre. Letter coming home soon. 



Using Hegarty Effectively



The teacher’s visual



How can I help at home?



Information on Maths GCSE 

at Thamesmead School



1. We will usually set tasks for your child 

as homework.

2. Use the topic list like a check list!

3. Get students to make note of things 

they don’t understand

4. Hegarty Memri tool (through the 

‘Revise’ button on Hegarty)

5. Work on the ‘red’ topics from Hegarty

6. Check their progress booklets 

Stress-free Revision



Why does this all matter?

1. Builds organisational skills and teaches 

them how to manage time.

2. Students will not be motivated on their 

own – we have to help them.

3. Doing homework well will lead to 

progress in Maths (and good progress 

is important).

4. Students don’t realise how good they 

are.



Religion, Philosophy and Ethics*
*Religion, Philosophy and Ethics forms part of your child’s ‘basic education’ in the UK.

Actively learn key words 

to demonstrate 

understanding.

• Develops confidence.

• Understand exam questions.

• Extend explanation

Learn key religious 

references to apply to 

issues.

Engage in public debates, 

many of which are issues 

studied in your GCSE.

• CONTENT.  What does the text 

mean?

• CONTEXT.  Where is the religious 

text taken from?

• CONFLICT. How is this religious 

text interpreted differently?  

• Helps articulate thinking.

• Explores complexity of ideas.

• Opens up new possibilities.

Love your 

neighbour as 

yourself.





Science

• English language specification 28 pages 

• English literature specification 16 pages

• Maths specification: 44 pages 

• Combined Science - Trilogy: 187 pages! 

• Triple Science: Biology 92 pages, Chemistry 99 pages, Physics  97 pages: 
288 pages!

• A large amount of content – start deep learning now

• Memory retention and revision is vital for success



Triple Science 

There are six papers, two biology, two

chemistry and two physics at the end of 

Year 11.

Each of the papers will assess knowledge 

and understanding from distinct topic areas.

Each exam is 105 minutes and is worth

50% of the biology, chemistry and physics 

GCSE.



Combined 
Science 

There are six papers, two biology, two

chemistry and two physics at the end of 

Year 11.

Each of the papers will assess knowledge 

and understanding from distinct topic areas.

Each exam is 75 minutes and is worth

16.7% of the GCSE.



Grading ….

Combined Science 

The subject gives students two Combined Science 

GCSEs.

Triple Science

Students will achieve three separate GCSEs in 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Foundation Tier assessments will be awarded a grade 

within the range of 1 - 5. 

Higher Tier assessments will be awarded a grade 

within the range of 3 - 9. 



Revision guides and 
workbooks

Order form in your pack to purchase guides. 



Physics equations ....

Students will need to memorise 

all the equations.

Produce a flash card for each 

equation with the relevant units.

In your pack you will find all 

the equations that need to be 

learnt.



What does successful 
revision look like ……



What help is available

• Revision guides and workbook 

• Exam practice papers 

• Every teacher has an ‘open-door’ policy

• BBC Bitesize (AQA Syllabus) 

• SAM Learning

• Youtube: Fuse School, Free Science lessons, 

Primrose Kitten



Additional help ……

Websites:

✓ www.youtube.com

✓ FreeSciencelessons – lots of clips covering 

the majority of the Science syllabus

✓ Fuseschool – mostly Chemistry and Physics 

clips

✓ The Amoeba sisters – Biology clips on many 

of the GCSE topics

✓ Primrose kitten – tutorials on the Science 

content plus useful revision tips.

✓ www.samlearning.com

http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.samlearning.com/




CAREERS
‘We want to create a stronger, fairer society in which people 
from all backgrounds can realise their potential. A thriving 
careers system, that is accessible to everyone, is at the heart 
of our focus on social mobility. We must break down the 
barriers to progress that too many people in our country 
face today, and give young people the skills to get on in life. 
Our careers strategy will support everyone, whatever their 
age, to go as far as their talents will take them and have a 
rewarding career.’
The Rt Hon Anne Milton MP Minister of State for Apprenticeships and Skills 
and Minister for Women





In year 10:

• Start research into ‘what next’ post year 11 by:

– College open days

– College taster days , sign up in summer term

– Careers fairs

– Research what careers suit you best at 
https://icould.com/ or https://www.startprofile.com/

– Apprenticeships: https://www.gov.uk/topic/further-
education-skills/apprenticeships

• An opportunity to have an experience in a 
workplace

https://icould.com/
https://www.startprofile.com/
https://www.gov.uk/topic/further-education-skills/apprenticeships


Careers interviews

• All students have access

• All students receive a personalised, detailed action plan; 
this is communicated to student, parent/carer, form tutor.

• Please review this with your child



Finding information

Our school website is full of up to date information: 
https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/careers/

Here you can find out about:

• Different routes (e.g. A levels, BTECS, apprenticeships, 
traineeships)

• How to apply

• Our careers provision

• Forthcoming events, both in-school, and outside of school e.g. 
college open events and careers fairs

• Links to other useful sites

https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/careers/


• Progress review meetings Wednesday 11th March 
2020 1-6.30pm 

• Written exams start Monday 15th June 2020

Key Dates


