
Welcome to our 

Year 7 

Raising 
Achievement 

Afternoon

Thursday 26th 
September 2019

Thamesmead School



What we will cover this afternoon?

• Target setting and changes to the GCSE grading 
system

• Supporting your child and top tips

• Communication between home and school

• Rewards and behaviour policy

• Successes so far

• Safeguarding

• Thames Young Mariners trip

• Key information for English and Maths

• Key dates

• Tutor appointments



Target Setting

• Target grades are set based on the Key Stage 2 scaled score 
for reading and maths.

• Scores are compared against other similar students nationally
• A table is used to tell us what grade a student with a 

particular score should achieve at GCSE level
• The grade is then tracked back to what we expect the student 

to achieve at the end of each year to ensure that the GCSE 
target is achieved

• This is what we call a Flight path
• Year 7 will be set their targets by the end of this half term



Target Setting
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Changes to the GCSE grading system



Supporting Your Child

• Good routines for learning and revising

• Know what your child is studying

• Be aware of what is going on in school – talk 
to them about things that may be causing 
anxiety, or aspects that they are enjoying

• Limit their use of electronic equipment

• Try not to let them see that you are anxious 
or stressed by how they are doing in school

• Make the tough decisions when you have to! 



• Parent Portal
• Email

(all staff emails on website)
• Phone calls
• Letters

• Tutors and subject teachers 
would be the first point of 
contact when it comes to queries 
or questions

Communication



• Homework (30 minutes)
• Equipment
• Uniform
• Late (30 minutes)
• Behaviour -

– Verbal warning (W1)
– Written warning (W2)
– On-call (removal from lesson, which results in a 1 hour detention)

Rewards and Sanctions



Successes So 
Far!

• Clubs:

• STEM

• Football

• Rugby

• KS3 study club

• Film Club

• Girls football team won 3-2

• Boys football team 6-0



Safeguarding

There are some very useful 
websites that provide 
information about safeguarding. 
Two of the most effective are;

CEOP
www.thinkuknow.co.uk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sch_WMjd6go


Thames Young Mariners

• Please arrive to the venue ready for a 9.30 
start. Gates will open at 9.15.

• Please collect your between son/daughter 
4:15 to 4:30pm.

• There are no lockers, so it may be best not to 
bring valuables. There is no need for students 
to take money.

• Students will be kayaking and raft-building. 



Year 7 English: What to expect
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1

Amazing people
Reading, analysing and being 

inspired to write by role 
models from different 

disciplines

Private Peaceful
Engaging with a Morpurgo
text at a deeper analytical 
level. Exploring theme and 

context.

Poetry Masters
Analysing and interpreting 
different forms and periods 

of poetry, mapping the 
genre’s transition through 

time.

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Introduction to 
Shakespeare

Reading, watching, 
examining different

Shakespearean texts – a 
synoptic unit

Short Story study: 
Anil and When the 

Wasps Drowned

My Big Voice
Interpreting how we use the 

spoken word to achieve a 
range of purposes and what 

it reveals about how we 
shape our identities and 

personas.

Fortnightly: Reading lessons in the Learning Resource Centre, supported by 

the use of the Accelerated Reader programme.



Describe this image…



Describe this image…
Sinister Foreboding

Paranormal Ominous

Isolated Mortality

A wide-ranging vocabulary is a tool that 

will help pupils enhance the accuracy of 

their writing. It's not about sounding 

fancy - it's about being precise! 



Types of reading at secondary school

Skimming

Scanning

Zooming

Your child will need to 
use at least one of these 
in most of their 5 lessons 
per day.

That is a real challenge 
for weak or less 
confident readers.

They need to constantly 
develop and hone their 
reading skills. How? 
Regular reading!



INSTANT IDEAS

• Let your child choose what to read, rather than 

choosing what you think they should read

• Encourage your child to read magazines, 

newspapers and online articles as well as books

• Talk to your child about books or magazines you 

have not enjoyed, as well as things you love

• Buy books as presents – don’t forget TV tie-ins and 

links to film releases



Memory and Retention
Memory retention and revision is vital for 

success

Students must practise ACTIVE recall →

retrieving information from memory

Not just quotations, but interpretations, ideas, 

historical context, subject terminology

Embedding these skills early in pupils 

Thamesmead career sets them in excellent 

stead for their GCSEs

Some useful revision methods
Rereading class notes or revision 
guides
Retrieval practice: Read, cover, 
write, check, improve
Dual coding: Using images and 
symbols to represent ideas
Interleaving: Revising topic A, then 
B, then C, then A, then B, then C…. 
Leaving a space forces pupils to 
actively recall information.
Testing: Test your child using a Q&A, 
ask them to design flashcards and 
test them based on the information 
written down



Why do some parents dread the 
question…

“Can you help me with my 
Maths home learning?”

✓ Personal bad experiences at school.

✓ Worried that your children are better than you 

are.

✓ Fear of using/teaching the wrong method.

✓ Simply not knowing how to.



What does a typical maths 
lessons look like?

✓ Basic skills practise at the start of every 

lesson

✓ Teaching of a topic with a mini assessment 

to check understanding and set targets for 

improvement

✓ Weekly home learning to be completed by 

students

✓ End of term assessments



Ensuring your child thrives 
at home with their maths…



Step 1:

You child needs to watch the video, take notes of all modelled examples.

Your child will always produce a set of well-written notes of all the modelled

examples in the video as we want your child to be an expert note-takers and to

revise before they try the quiz. If your child knows the material, they should

still take the notes as it’s a good habit and ensure they are producing

revision notes every week.

Your child will turn each 

video into fantastic notes in 

their HegartyMaths

homework books.



Step 2:

Your child then needs to assess their learning from the video in a quiz.

Your child needs to:

1) Write down every Q

2) Always show all their workings

3) Always mark and self-correct their 

work

Your child will always show their workings and mark all questions they ever do. If

your child can do the question in their head they still need to show their

workings as that is part of being a great mathematician.



What to do if you are stuck?

1) Watch the video again really

carefully ensuring all examples are

copied and see if hearing and

writing it down a second time helps.

2) Look at your building blocks.

These are the lessons that will help

you with your current homework. If

these are not at 100% or less than

the HegartyMaths avg. then you

should redo those them as it will

help on your current work.

In the picture, the student will

struggle with homework 547 as they

have only 10% on lesson 546.



What does the teacher see when they check the homework?



If you can’t help, what next?

✓ DON’T panic!

✓ Check the due date.

✓ Send your child in to see their teacher before 

the due date. If they turn up on the due date 

and say “I couldn’t do it!”, they will be 

sanctioned.





• Progress review meetings Thursday 7th May 2020    
1-6.30pm 

• Written exams start Monday 15th June 2020

Key Dates



• In the Hall

• Five minute appointments

• Waiting area available in the Hall

• Tutors will call you in turn

• The meetings will be an opportunity for you to 
discuss how your son/daughter has settled into 
secondary school, and ask any questions that you 
may have about the transition

Tutor Meetings


