
Welcome to our 

Year 11 

Raising 
Achievement 

Evening

Thursday 12th

September 2019

Thamesmead School



What we will cover this 
evening

• Thamesmead‘s Vision and Values

• GCSE results

• What students need to do to be successful

• How you can support your child

• Revision techniques 

• Key information for English, Maths, RPE and Science  

• Careers information

• Revision sessions and the study room

• Key dates



Committed to 
Excellence

Nurturing Individuals

Fulfilling Potential

Respecting our 
Community



Aspiration Respectful Confident

Independent Community 
Focused

CommittedResilient

Thamesmead Values



Changes to the GCSE 
grading system

G F E D C B A A*

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9



86% (169) 
got grade 

4 in Maths 
and 

English

49% (96) 
of got a 

grade 9-7 
in English

On average 
our 

students 
made 1/3 of 

a grade 
extra 

progress31% of all 
grades 
were 

grades 9-7

83% (163) 
of students 

got 5 9-4 
grades





Impact of attendance







The learning zone



How does it feel to be in these zones?

How do you 
get the 
stretch zone 
but avoid the 
panic zone?



Who will be supporting your 
child in school?

• Class teachers

• Tutor

• Head of Year

• SENDCo

• SLT mentors

• Inclusion team   



How you can support your 
child

• Ensure that they have all of the equipment they need

• Have a set routine

• Know what your child is studying

• Know how they are studying it

• Be aware of what is going on in school

• Limit their use of electronic equipment

• Try not to let them see that you are anxious or stressed by 
how they are doing in school

• Make the tough decisions when you have to! 



Study/life balance – getting 

it right

STUDY LIFE



Ways to help…



We are all working together to support your 
children achieve their potential

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVO35DziHZE


English Language English Literature
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative 

Reading and Writing 

Section A: Reading – four questions (one 

literature fiction text) 40 marks

Section B: Writing (descriptive or narrative) 

40 marks

1hr 45 mins 

80 marks

50% of GCSE exam

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and 

Perspectives

Section A: Reading – four questions (two 

non-fiction texts) 40 marks

Section B: Writing to present a viewpoint 

40 marks

1hr 45 mins 

80 marks

50% of GCSE exam

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th

Century Novel

Shakespeare: Macbeth

Dickens: A Christmas Carol

1hr 45 mins 

64 marks

40% of GCSE exam

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry

Priestley: An Inspector Calls

Power and Conflict Poetry

Unseen Poetry

2 hrs 15mins 

96 marks

60% of GCSE exam



Year 11 English
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1

Power and 

Conflict

Poetry 

+ Unseen 

poetry

+ Language 

Paper 2 

creative 

writing skills

AQA Language 

paper 1 skills

AQA Language 

paper 2 skills 

+ Spoken Language 

Assessment

Language Paper 2 

exam – Mock

Literature 

Paper 1: 

Macbeth 

+

A Christmas 

Carol

Literature 

Paper 2:

An Inspector

Calls

+ Power & 

Conflict 

poetry

+

Unseen 

poetry

Language + 

literature 

revision

GCSE 

Exams

NB: Home learning will be ongoing and will interleave learning of Lit and Lang



Practise skills

+

Learn knowledge

+ 

Practise application of 

learned knowledge

‘Can you even revise for English?’

YES!

o Context and 

writers’ intent

o Plot/storylines

o Themes 

o Quotations and 

thoughtful points 

of analysis

o Decoding and then 

planning exam qus

o Annotating and 

analysing extracts

o Practise qus



Language revision Literature revision

• Know the texts: plot, key 

events, characters and their 

functions, thematic ideas, 

symbols and motifs

• Know quotations and key ideas 

about them – methods which 

the writer has used

• Be able to discuss what the 

writer was trying to achieve –

and be able to explain how 

effectively they did this

• Practise analysing extracts (as 

in Paper 1)

• Practise recalling quotations

• Practise planning responses

• Practise writing responses

• Know the skills which are 

being tested (e.g. inferring 

meaning, language and 

structure analysis, evaluation, 

comparison, technical 

accuracy etc.)

• Know what the mark 

scheme demands

• Practise individual questions 

• Practise Section A and 

Section B separately – and 

together

• READ



Top tips
Revise properly:
• Interleave and chunk the learning (i.e. flip between Lit and 

Lang, revise topics/texts which go together 

• Little and often

• Prioritise – what do/don’t you know?

• Find methods which work best for YOU

• Put pen to paper – practise

Exam skills:
• Timing – write a response in timed ‘exam’ conditions; know 

when to move on to next question; order in which questions 

are answered

• Memory retention (triggers, dual codes etc)

• Writing stamina - learn to write at speed and with accuracy



Detail…



Information on Maths GCSE 

at Thamesmead School



Why do some parents dread the 
question…

“Can you help me with my 
Maths home learning?”

✓ Personal bad experiences at school.

✓ Worried that your children are better than you 

are.

✓ Fear of using/teaching the wrong method.

✓ Simply not knowing how to.



Using Hegarty Effectively



The teacher’s visual



5 tips for stress-free 

homework 

1. Start homework as early as possible

2. Check your child’s score after they have 

done their homework.

3. If they do not understand, check that they 

have watched the video and taken notes

4. No phones allowed!

5. Positivity is key!!!



At home revision resources

• Websites:

✓ hegartymaths.com (Memri – Retrieval practice)

✓ Corbettmaths.com  (great for exam practice)

✓ onmaths.com (great for predicted papers)



What help is available

✓ Pearson revision guides and 

revision workbook 

✓ Exam Practice papers 

✓ Tuesday after school revision sessions 

✓ Every teacher has an ‘open-door’ policy



Most of all, be positive..!

“We know from research that as soon as 

mothers say that they were ‘no good at 

maths’, their daughters achievement in the 

subject goes down in that same school 

term.” - Professor Jo Boaler of Stanford 

University



Religion, Philosophy and Ethics*
*Religion, Philosophy and Ethics forms part of your child’s ‘basic education’.

Success inspires confidence.  Use the mock 

examinations as an opportunity to practice exam 

techniques and showcase what they can do.

Buying a revision guide is essential.  There is a 

specific AQA revision guide, so avoid buying a 

revision guide ‘off the shelf’.

Discuss topic issues so that your son/ daughter 

can articulate what they think and why, and if it is 

not your tradition, focus on Christian ethics.



Combined 
Science 

There are six papers, two biology, two

chemistry and two physics at the end of 

Year 11.

Each of the papers will assess knowledge 

and understanding from distinct topic areas.

Each exam is 75 minutes and is worth

16.7% of the GCSE.



Triple Science 

There are six papers, two biology, two

chemistry and two physics at the end of 

Year 11.

Each of the papers will assess knowledge 

and understanding from distinct topic areas.

Each exam is 105 minutes and is worth

50% of the biology, chemistry and physics 

GCSE.



Grading ….

Combined Science 

The subject gives students two Combined Science 

GCSEs.

Triple Science

Students will achieve three separate GCSEs in 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Foundation Tier assessments will be awarded a grade 

within the range of 1 - 5. 

Higher Tier assessments will be awarded a grade 

within the range of 4 - 9. 



What % of our students 

achieved 9-4 in Science ?

Number of 
students 

2019
School 2019

Average 
2019

Combined 
Trilogy

68 65% 56%

Biology 126 91% 90%

Chemistry 125 87% 90%

Physics 126 92% 91%



Mock preparation

Paper 1 mock - November

Biology – Topics 1-4

Chemistry – Topics 1-5

Physics – Topics 1-4

Paper 2 mock – February

Biology – Topics 5-7

Chemistry – Topics 6-10

Physics – Topics 5-7 ( Combined ) 5-8 ( Triple )



What does successful 
revision look like ……



Physics equations ....

Students will need to memorise 

all the equations.

Produce a flash card for each 

equation with the relevant units.



What additional help is available

Websites:

✓ www.samlearning.com

✓ www.youtube.com

✓ FreeSciencelessons – lots of clips covering 

the majority of the Science syllabus

✓ Fuseschool – mostly Chemistry and Physics 

clips

✓ Primrose kitten – tutorials on the Science 

content plus useful revision tips.

http://www.samlearning.com/
http://www.youtube.com/


Revision guides and 
workbooks



Careers- where can you find help?

Mrs J Mason- Careers office in the LRC

j.mason@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk

Mrs S Pinole- in 15B

s.pinole@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk

The Career’s section in the LRC

Careers notice boards

Thamesmead school website

mailto:j.mason@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:s.pinole@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk


Personal guidance

We have a stable careers programme and an important 
part of that is that all students have access to a careers 
advisor and can have a careers interview (most have 
already been seen). 
If your child has had an interview, please review their 
Action Plan with them.
If your child has not had an interview yet but would like 
one, please direct them to Mrs Mason who will organise 
this.
Otherwise for help with forms or any other questions for 
post 16 choices students should ask their tutor or come to 
see me, Mrs Mason.



Start research now if you haven’t already

• Visit colleges; contact apprenticeship providers; research beyond 
16-18 education (e.g. universities)– consider what your child’s 
chosen route can lead to

• Attend open events and/or Careers’ fairs: these are advertised on 
the college websites, Thamesmead’s website, in Student Notices, 
and Thamesmead Talk

• Browse careers in sectors which are relevant to your child’s chosen 
area – encourage your child to be well-informed about what’s out 
there

• If your child is thinking about an apprenticeship, visit the websites 
listed on our school website, but also ask; many employers offer 
apprenticeships but don’t necessarily advertise them in places you 
are likely to look.

What next?



What’s coming up

https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/careers-calendar/

Careers Events Calendar 2019/20

Click below for a full calendar of local college and careers events

What’s coming up 2019- 2020

TRADITIONALLY THE FEEDER COLLEGES FOR THAMESMEAD STUDENTS 

ARE STRODE’S (Egham), ESHER & WOKING, HOWEVER THERE ARE MANY 

OTHER EXCELLENT COLLEGES IN THE AREA AS WELL AS MANY SIXTH 

FORMS: FIND WHICH ONE IS RIGHT FOR YOU.

Other Careers Events

Spelthorne Careers Fair – Thursday 19th October – Kempton Park Racecourse

http://www.spelthorne.gov.uk/article/18665/Spelthorne-Skills-and-Careers-Fair-

2019-

https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/careers-calendar/
https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Whats-coming-up-2019-2020.pdf
http://www.spelthorne.gov.uk/article/18665/Spelthorne-Skills-and-Careers-Fair-2019-


Finding information

Our school website is full of up to date information: 
https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/careers/

Here you can find out about:

• Different routes (e.g. A levels, BTECs, apprenticeships, 
traineeships)

• How to apply

• Our careers provision

• Forthcoming events, both in-school, and outside of 
school e.g. college open events and careers fairs

• Links to other useful sites

https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/careers/


Routes

A levels
✓ Available in a broad 

range of subjects 

✓ Can lead to further 
study

✓ Academic, with a lot of 
reading, writing and 
independent study

✓ Most colleges want 5 
GCSEs at grade 4 and 
above, with a grade 5 in 
English and Maths

✓ For most courses you 
should have achieved a 
grade 6 in the subject at 
GCSE

✓ Tested usually by exam
at the end of the two 
years’ study.

BTECs
✓ Focused in one area/ 

industry 

✓ Available at different 
levels, starting at level 2 
(GCSE)

✓ Can study English/ 
Maths alongside if did 
not achieve a 4

✓ Can be fast tracked to 
next level if achieving 
well

✓ More practical work 
usually involved

✓ Typically assessed 
throughout the course 
by coursework/ 
projects/ some exams

Apprenticeships
✓ Work-based learning

✓ Involves less ‘sit-down’ 
learning, sometimes 
college one day per 
week

✓ Available in a huge range 
of sectors and 
companies 

✓ Many apprenticeships 
available locally

✓ Advertised throughout 
the year – keep checking 
relevant websites

✓ Pays a wage (min. £3.50 
p/h for 16-18 year olds)

✓ Available up to graduate 
and post-grad level



Information on how to apply

For apprenticeships you 
should contact the 
company directly



Start Profile – a great resource!

All year 11 students 

should have access 

to this; it is a 

fantastic resource 

with a wealth of 

information for 

students and 

parents. 
https://www.startprofile.com/

https://www.startprofile.com/


Revision sessions

• These run from 2.30-3.00pm on Monday and 
2.40-3.10pm and 3.15-3.45pm Tuesday –
Friday for target students

• Monday – Humanities

Tuesday – Maths

Wed. – DT, F&N and MFL and English 

Thursday – Science and Drama, Art

Friday - CS, B&E, Music and Dance PE 

• Students must attend these revision sessions



Study Room

• Students will be booked into the Study Room 
by their teacher to enable to make use of IT 
facilities and to give students the opportunity 
to complete work before they go home

• Mrs Foster will be co-ordinating this

• Please support us by ensuring your child 
attends



• Progress review meetings

1. Tuesday 1st October 2019

2. Wednesday 8th January 2020

• Nov. written mocks start Monday 4th Nov. 2019

• Feb. written mocks start Monday 3rd Feb. 2020

• GCSE written exams start Monday 11th May 2020

• GCSE results day Thursday 20th August 2020

Key Dates


