
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Unit Amazing People and Writing Skills: 
Introductory Unit

Private Peaceful:
Novel Study

Poetry Masters:
Introduction to Poetry Analysis

The Signalman:
19th Century Literary Study

The Tempest:
Shakespeare Study

My Big Voice :
Non-fiction Creative Writing 

Subject content 
outline

Our learners will explore how writers 
use language to achieve effects (non-
fiction); they will also embed writing 
skills into this scheme, which focuses 
on personal development.
Our learners will encounter excerpts 
from auto/biographies by/about 
remarkable people such as Marie 
Curie, Mo Farah, Charles Darwin, 
Maya Angelou, and write from their 
own perspective. This is also an 
introduction to persuasive language.

This unit of study focuses on 
the rich and beautifully 
descriptive language by writer 
Michael Morpurgo. Our 
learners will develop and build 
on a range of reading skills 
including comprehension; 
understanding explicit and 
implied meanings; appreciating 
writer’s craft. Finally, students 
have the opportunity to 
develop their own fiction 
writing skills.

Our learners will develop an 
understanding of language, form, 
structure, voice, emotion, and above 
all, how to determine the meaning 
and tone of a poem. We also aim for 
learners to gain an understanding of 
how context influences writers - and 
why poets write poetry. This unit of 
learning is all about developing a 
love and appreciation of poetry.

Our learners will explore 
Dickensian times, exploring 
Dickens’ style and the messages 
he wished to communicate to his 
readership. We will explore the 
genre of ghost stories and 
consider the fascination with this 
genre especially in the context of 
Dickens’ time, read the short 
story in class, pausing to reflect 
on key scenes, make predictions 
about what will happen next and 
analyse key extracts. 

An introduction to the world of 
Shakespeare, this unit aims to equip 
our learners with an understanding 
about Elizabethan and Jacobean 
theatre and lives at the time, 
introduce key Shakespearean and 
wider thematic concepts such as the 
supernatural, freedom and 
confinement, betrayal, compassion 
and forgiveness. We also aim to 
remove the fear of Shakespeare’s 
English and show learners that it 
does make sense!

We will explore a range of thought-
provoking, current topics, developing 
learners’ appreciation of others’ 
experiences and viewpoints; then 
learners will write a powerful speech 
using rhetorical techniques on a topic 
of their choice. 
Finally, they will prepare, rehearse and 
perform a speech, along with 
responding to a Q&A session by the 
audience, developing essential 
speaking and listening/ communication 
skills. 

Aims, purposes 
and key skills

• Personal development
• Knowledge enrichment
• Language reading skills AO1 and 

AO2
• Writing skills AO5 and AO6

• Novel study skills
• Developing reading skills
• Literature skills AO1, AO2, 

AO3
• Writing skills AO5 and AO6

• Determining meaning and tone
• Analysing key words and phrases
• Literature skills AO1, AO2, AO3 
• Writing skills AO5 and AO6

• Language reading skills AO1 
and AO2

• Literature skills AO1, AO2, 
AO3 

• Writing skills AO5 and AO6

• Understanding Shakespeare’s 
language and removing the fear

• Literature skills AO1, AO2, AO3 
• Writing skills AO5 and AO6

• Personal development
• Knowledge enrichment
• Understanding and implementing 

rhetoric
• Language reading skills AO1 and 

AO2
• Writing skills AO5 and AO6

Assessment Initial baseline (second week) – 30 
minutes timed writing – protest 
letter. 
Formative and summative: Writing 
assessment – journal entry

Formative: How is Big Joe 
presented in the extract?
Summative: How does 
Morpurgo present Tommo’s 
emotions?

Formative: How has Charles Causley 
presented parental relationships in 
Eden Rock?
Summative: How has Owen 
presented the effects of War in his 
poem, Dulce et Decorum est? 

Formative: language skills –
language and structure analysis
Summative: Writing assessment –
opening to a gothic story.

Formative: How does Shakespeare 
present ideas about…?
Summative: How does Shakespeare 
present the theme of…?

Formative: Persuasive /opinion writing
Summative: Speech using rhetorical 
techniques.
Speaking and Listening: Perform 
speech.

Cross curricular 
opportunities

• Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
• Citizenship
• Geography
• History
• Science
• Careers
• ICT for research

• History
• Religion, Philosophy and 

Ethics
• Citizenship

• History
• Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
• Citizenship

• History – Jacobean period 
• Religion, Philosophy and 

Ethics
• ICT for research
• Drama – play in performance

• History • Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
• Citizenship
• ICT for research
• Careers

Year 7 



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Unit Author Study + Creative 
Writing :
19th Century  Literary Synoptic 
Unit

Of Mice and Men:
Novel study

What’s in the news?
Non-fiction writing unit

Romeo & Juliet:
Shakespeare Study

Jaws: 
Media unit

World Poetry:
Poetry study

Subject content 
outline

Within this gripping unit of 
learning we will interrogate 
tropes, gender roles, fear of 
the unknown and origins of 
this fascinating literary genre. 
We will develop our learners’ 
understanding of how context 
influences writing, and 
develop skill in writing about 
this within academic analytical 
essays. 

In this unit we delve into Steinbeck’s 
famously beautiful, descriptive and 
complex use of symbolism and imagery, 
along with the structural processes at 
work in a text. We then build on 
analytical essay writing and develop 
advanced phrasing and vocabulary 
usage so that our learners are equipped 
with the skills of an academic writer.
This unit is especially important for 
students’ personal development, and 
we take time to tackle the prejudices 
that exist within the text, for example 
racism, sexism and misogyny, disability 
discrimination.

This unit is always current, and we 
explore issues in the 21st century –
things that are happening around us 
here and now! Out learners will 
explore ideas about immediacy of 
reporting and the impact of social 
media on the news, bias, responsible 
journalism and ethics, print media 
versus digital media, bystander 
reporting and more. This unit also has 
a strong emphasis on building learners’ 
knowledge of current affairs, politics, 
global issues, scientific advances and 
other things that are happening in the 
world today. 

Using the Introduction to 
Shakespeare unit from Year 7 as a 
springboard into this famous play, 
learners reacquaint themselves 
with the context of the Bard’s 
England. Then they will carry out a 
scene by scene study of the text 
with some extract analysis. In Year 
8 there is more focus on 
understanding the language and 
building on Literature essay skills 
building. 

English is a subject which lends 
itself beautifully to wider study 
areas – including media studies. 
Part 1 of this unit is an introduction 
to film techniques; analysis of 
director’s techniques and intended 
effects/ effects created by famous 
director Steven Spielberg. 
Part 2 comprises of a non-fiction 
writing unit in which learners write 
a reaction to Blackfish 
documentary. Here, learners will 
further develop their persuasive 
writing skills they worked on in Year 
7 and Year 8 ‘What’s in the News?’

Building on from the Poetry 
Masters unit from Year 7, our 
learners will explore poems from a 
range of cultures and voices which 
are sometimes less heard; they will 
learn to make thematic links 
between poems and understand 
some quite profound, at times 
philosophical ideas about love, 
hate, relationships, power, conflict, 
discrimination. 

Aims, purposes 
and key skills

• Novel study skills
• Knowledge enrichment –

links to KS4 context
• Language reading skills 

AO1 and AO2
• Literature skills AO1, 2, 3.
• Writing skills AO5 + AO6

• Personal development
• Knowledge enrichment
• Novel study skills
• Developing reading skills
• Literature skills AO1, AO2, AO3
• Writing skills AO5 and AO6

• Personal development
• Knowledge enrichment
• Understanding and implementing 

rhetoric
• Language reading skills AO1 + AO2
• Writing skills AO5 + AO6

• Understanding Shakespeare’s 
language and removing the fear

• Literature skills AO1, 2, 3 
• Writing skills AO5 + AO6

• New learning – film media
• Literature skills AO1, 2, 3 
• Writing skills AO5 + AO6
• Developing rhetoric writing 

skills

• Personal development
• Knowledge enrichment
• Determining meaning and tone
• Analysing key words and 

phrases
• Literature skills AO1, 2, 3 

Assessment Formative: How does Hill 
present the setting of Eel 
Marsh House in The Woman in 
Black?
Summative: How does Susan 
Hill create a vivid sense of 
setting and atmosphere?

Formative: Write the opening of a short 
story.
Summative: Write the opening of a 
short story, as inspired by an image.

Formative: Write a letter to.. (opinion 
piece)
Summative: Write an article (opinion 
piece)

Formative: How does Shakespeare 
present…? Based on extract.
Summative: How does Shakespeare 
present…? Based on extract.

Formative: Analysis of a key scene
Summative: Persuasive writing 
(variety of forms – learners choose)

Formative: How does the poet 
present...? (poem analysis)
Summative: Compare the ways in 
which poets present…? 
(comparison between two common 
ideas/themes)

Cross curricular 
opportunities

• History
• Religion, Philosophy and 

Ethics

• History
• Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
• Citizenship
• Geography
• Art

• History
• Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
• Geography
• Science
• Performing Arts

• History
• Religion, Philosophy and Ethics

• Performing Arts (drama) • Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
• Citizenship
• History
• Geography

Year 8 



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Unit Pre-1900 Poetry Study Language skills
Analysing language and appreciating 
authors’ craft

Victorian Literature Study Modern Play: Blood Brothers Language Skill Mastery:
Exploring writers’ viewpoints and 
perspectives. 

Non-fiction writing skills + 
spoken language unit

Subject content 
outline

In this unit our learners build on 
previously studied high level poetry 
analysis skills including learning to 
determine meaning and tone, 
critically comparing common ideas. 
This unit will require our learners to 
think back to their poetry study in 
years 7 and 8. 
The collection of poems covers a 
broad range of thematic ideas such 
as power, nature, love, horror, 
existentialism, violence, identity and 
culture, and it encompasses poems 
by a variety of poets across cultures 
and times pre-1900.

Our learners explore a range of 19th, 
20th and 21st century extracts – both 
fiction and non-fiction, analysing and 
commenting on authors’ language and 
structure choices.

We use highly engaging resources 
including multimedia for skills 
development, and focus on explicit skill 
building, breaking down questions into 
steps (stepping stones) rather than 
writing practice responses every 
lesson! 

In this unit, our learners will explore 
the life and times of the Victorians, 
read this Dickensian masterpiece, 
gaining an understanding of the 
context which influenced Dickens’ 
writing such as rife poverty and the 
Poor Law Amendment Act, the 
Industrial Revolution, child labour of 
the 19th century, Marx, Malthus and 
more! We will learn the plot, reading 
the novella in class, and learn who the 
characters are and what they 
represent; where the story is set and 
what Dickens sought to achieve 
through his writing. This unit will 
introduce our learners to GCSE-style 
exam questions and answer formats; 
by this stage the skills required for this 
level of study are embedded and our 
learners are well-equipped to tackle 
an academic response to the text.

This unit is an introduction to 
modern drama, with our leaners 
getting to grips with dramatic 
technique, director choices, casting 
and delivery of dramatic 
performances. Learners will be 
given opportunities to develop their 
spoken language skills by 
performing scenes from the play in 
drama workshops. 

This unit of learning includes 19th 
century text exploration, with an 
exploration of their conventions, 
cultural and social context. 
Students compare writers’ 
viewpoints and try to understand 
their perspectives and consider 
why people feel the way they do.

We use multimedia stimuli in 
order to engage students, for 
example excerpts from 
documentaries, articles, blogs. 
Great range of skills coverage 
including how to identify non-
fiction features, with an emphasis 
on subtlety and nuance in order 
not to compromise objectivity.

Students will hone their non-
fiction writing skills – inform/ 
explain/ argue/ persuade –
then write to inform on a topic 
of their choice. Here, learners 
will learn rhetorical techniques 
which will engage their 
audience and make them 
listen.
This will form the basis of their 
Spoken Language exam which 
learners will prepare for by 
carrying out research on both 
given topics and topics of 
learners’ choices. These will be 
performed in class and will 
include a ‘Q&A’ session with 
the class. Our learners find this 
unit of learning really 
informative and engaging!

Aims, purposes 
and key skills

• Personal development
• Knowledge enrichment
• Literature skills AO1, AO2, AO3.

• Personal development
• Knowledge enrichment
• Language reading skills AO1, AO2 + 

AO4
• Writing skills AO5 + AO6

• Personal development
• Knowledge enrichment
• Novel study skills
• Developing reading skills
• Literature skills AO1, AO2, AO3

• Spoken Language skills
• Personal development
• Knowledge enrichment
• Literature skills AO1, AO2, AO3 

• Personal development
• Knowledge enrichment
• Language reading skills AO1, 

AO2, AO3 and AO4
• Writing skills AO5 + AO6

• Personal development
• Knowledge enrichment
• Language skills AO5 + AO6
• Spoken Language skills

Assessment Formative: Analytical response to 
one poem
Summative: Poetry comparison

Formative: Series of analysis and 
evaluation questions
Summative: Fiction writing

Formative and Summative: How does 
Dickens present…. Extract and whole-
text reading assessment

Formative: Analysis of the use of 
language and dramatic techniques 
employed in a scene
Summative: Deeper analysis of a 
second scene 

Formative: Response to a non-
fiction text
Summative: Response to two non-
fiction texts

Formative: Opinion writing 
(non-fiction) on a topic of 
learners’ choice
Summative: Speech writing 
and performance

Cross curricular 
opportunities

• History
• Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
• Geography
• Citizenship

• Variety of topics covered in 
fictional extracts

• History
• Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
• Science
• Citizenship

• Drama
• History
• Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
• Citizenship

• Variety of topics covered in 
non-fiction extracts

• History
• Science
• Geography

• Religion, Philosophy and 
Ethics

• Citizenship
• History
• Geography

Year 9 



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Unit An Inspector Calls Unseen Poetry and Power and Conflict 
Poetry revision

Language Paper Skills Macbeth Macbeth/ review of A Christmas 
Carol

Securing Language Papers

Subject content 
outline

All units of learning focus on knowledge and skill development, and entail learners revisiting and consolidating learning of all set texts and papers. Revision strategies including memory recall quizzes, knowledge checkers, creation of 
revision resources, exam skills. 

Aims, purposes 
and key skills

Assessment Objectives English Language
AO1: Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. Select and synthesise evidence from different texts. 10%
AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant
subject terminology to support their views. 17.5%
AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more texts. 10%
AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references. 12.5%
Writing
AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and
audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts. 30%
AO6: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 20%
Assessment Objectives English Literature
AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts. Students should be able to:
• maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response
• use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 40%
AO2: Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where
appropriate. 40%
AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written. 15%
AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 5%

Assessment An Inspector Calls exam question in 
the style of GCSE exam

Unseen Poetry response and Power and 
Conflict response

Language Paper 1 mock Macbeth exam question in the style 
of GCSE exam

A Christmas Carol exam question 
in the style of GCSE exam

Summer exam: Language 
Paper 1

Cross curricular 
opportunities

• History – Edwardian era, 
WW1/2, labour strikes, 
suffragette movement, women’s 
rights, social class, life beween
1912-1946.

• Religion, Philosophy and Ethics –
morality and treatment of others

• Citizenship

• History – war, conflict, modern 
warfare, consequences of war, 
kamikaze and honour, women and 
war

• Art – romanticism / beauty of nature
• Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
• Citizenship

• Variety of topics covered in 
fictional extracts, links to 
history, geography, art, 

• History – Jacobean era, women, 
masculinity, kingship, Divine 
Right

• Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
• Citizenship

• History – Victorian Britain
• Religion, Philosophy and Ethics 

- influence of religion on 
society, Christianity

• Geography – London locations
• ICT – research for AO3
• Science – time and time travel

• Religion, Philosophy and 
Ethics

• Citizenship
• History
• Geography

Year 10



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Unit Consolidating Literature Paper 2: An 
Inspector Calls, Power and Conflict 
Poetry, Unseen  poetry

Consolidating Language Paper 2 skills Consolidating Literature Paper 1: 
Macbeth
Consolidating Language Paper 1

Consolidating learning of: A 
Christmas Carol, Language Papers 1 
and 2 

Revision of all papers N/A - Exams

Subject content 
outline

All units of learning focus on knowledge and skill development, and entail learners revisiting and consolidating learning of all set texts and papers. Revision strategies including memory recall quizzes, knowledge checkers, creation of 
revision resources, exam skills. 

Aims, purposes 
and key skills

Assessment Objectives English Language
AO1: Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. Select and synthesise evidence from different texts. 10%
AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant
subject terminology to support their views. 17.5%
AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more texts. 10%
AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references. 12.5%
Writing
AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and
audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts. 30%
AO6: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 20%
Assessment Objectives English Literature
AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts. Students should be able to:
• maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response
• use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 40%
AO2: Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where
appropriate. 40%
AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written. 15%
AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 5%

Assessment Mini mocks of Literature Paper 2 
questions

NOVEMBER MOCK: Language Paper 2 Mini mock of Macbeth
FEBRUARY MOCKL Language Paper 
1

Mini mocks of Macbeth and A 
Christmas Carol

Cross curricular 
opportunities

• History – Edwardian era, 
WW1/2, labour strikes, 
suffragette movement, women’s 
rights, social class, life beween
1912-1946; war, conflict, modern 
warfare, consequences of war, 
kamikaze and honour, women 
and war

• Art – romanticism / beauty of 
nature

• Religion, Philosophy and Ethics –
morality and treatment of others

• Citizenship

Various cross-curricular opportunities • History – Jacobean era, women, 
masculinity, kingship, Divine 
Right

• Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
• Citizenship

• History – Victorian Britain
• Religion, Philosophy and Ethics -

influence of religion on society, 
Christianity

• Geography – London locations
• ICT – research for AO3
• Science – time and time travel

Year 11



Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Language AO1
• Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and 

ideas
• Select and synthesise evidence from different texts.

Language AO2
• Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language 

and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, 
using relevant subject terminology to support their views

Language AO4
• Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate 

textual references

Language AO5
• Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, 

selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different 
forms, purposes and audiences.

Organise information and ideas, using structural and 
grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of 
texts.

Language AO6
• Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence 

structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation. 



English at Thamesmead School

In the English department we are committed to excellence and we uphold the highest expectations of all learners of all abilities, 
providing the best possible quality first teaching to our learners with the belief that all can and will achieve highly and fulfil their 
potential. A fundamental aim is also to educate our learners about the wider world and beyond ‘English’, encouraging our young 
people to respect all others and themselves, demonstrating tolerance and community spirit. Our curriculum seeks to provide 
exposure to a range of rich language, building knowledge and skill, and striking the balance between being enjoyable yet 
challenging, diverse and engaging.

Our curriculum aligned with the National Curriculum for English, and is founded in the belief that all of our learners should be
explicitly and effectively taught the skills required to succeed in life and about their world around them through a richly diverse 
and engaging curriculum which has a clear and secure transition from Key Stage 2, to Key Stage 3 and on to Key Stage Four. This is 
achieved through core skill building, alongside developing students’ general knowledge and making cross-curricular links to help
enable them to understand the ‘big picture’. 

We aim to instil in our learners a love and appreciation of literature and of all other written media, and to produce skilled
analysts who can respond to texts in a thoughtful, mature and critical manner, as though they are literary experts. We intend to
nurture open and discerning minds, and encourage our young people to try to understand others of all faiths and beliefs, 
appreciating diversity in the world, and being ready to challenge issues which are not aligned with the values of our school and
British values. Our learners will leave Thamesmead School equipped with the necessary skills and knowledge required to 
navigate and understand the modern world, including possessing excellent oracy skills so that they are able to clearly express 
themselves and make their voices heard.



English at Thamesmead School

Our curriculum

Our curriculum is aligned with the National Curriculum, and we place an emphasis on the principles of the NC, ensuring that pupils: 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding
• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information
• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of
• linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage
• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for
• a range of contexts, purposes and audiences
• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain
• clearly their understanding and ideas
• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal
• presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.’

(The National Curriculum in England, Key Stages 3 and 4 framework document, December 2014)

We also place an emphasis on spoken language, or oracy, and this is something which is integrated into much of our subject teaching, with two discreet units of study 
dedicated to opinion writing and performance.  

Variety is key to our English curriculum at Thamesmead School. We 



How do we monitor and assess progress?

Thamesmead Learners have two books: their workbooks and their portfolios. All note taking, lesson work and home learning is 
completed in the workbooks, which class teachers will ‘live mark’ in class as we circulate and provide feedback (sometimes 
written, sometimes verbal). These books are taken in once per term for a ‘book look’, where teachers will skim and scan, and 
close read particular pieces of work to establish strengths, areas for development, and provide some feedback comments on a 
form. 

Typically, for each unit of work learners will complete a formative assessment in week two or three, and then a summative 
assessment in week 5 or 6. For the formative assessment some support in planning the assessment, guidance on how to 
structure the response, and modelling of a good response will be provided; this will then be reviewed with feedback given by the
teacher; learners will spend time reviewing their feedback and act on this in order to improve. Before the summative 
assessment, our learners are encouraged to review their formative assessments and look at both the feedback they were 
provided with and then the redrafting they undertook in response. A summative assessment will be completed later on, after 
further skill development, which will be grade this time, and feedback comments will be provided too.  This metacognitive 
approach helps our learners to understand where their strengths lie, and how they could do better next time, using specific 
feedback as guidance in order to really excel. 


