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For the final three weeks of the Summer Term, Year 7 are going to 

complete a short study of the Detective / Crime Fiction genre.  

It will involve researching into the background and context for the 

detective fiction genre’s origins and history. You will also research 

into the author(s), and you will read examples of stories from the 

genre.  

You will continue to develop your skills in reading for comprehension 

and analysis; different types of writing, including – creating a 

narrative and plot structure; mind-mapping and note-making from 

watching video and listening to audio clips. 

You will also be making links between what you learn in English and 

other subjects such as History, RPE, Geography, DT, Science, Art and 

more! 

 

Index of lessons: From w/c Monday 29th June 2020 

 
Year 7 Online Assessment is included in schedule (slot to be advised) 
 
Rotary Club Poetry and Creative Writing Competitions 
  
Lesson 1: Background and Context 
Lesson 2: Introduction to the Author / Crime Fiction 
Lesson 3: Introduction to the Character – Holmes and Watson 
Lesson 4: Introduction to Character Types 
Lesson 5: Reading - The Boscombe Valley Mystery 
Lesson 6: Plot Structure in Detective / Crime Fiction 
Lesson 7: Setting in Detective / Crime Fiction 
Lesson 8: Invent Your Own Detective! 
Lesson 9: Battle of the Sherlocks! Enduring Appeal 
Lesson 10: Whole-Class Detective Story 
LC / Reading Lesson: A Selection of Sherlock Holmes Audiobooks 
 



Creative Writing – Competition Reminder! 
 

We are really lucky to have two creative writing competitions to work on at the 
moment! In today’s lesson, you will be using the lesson time to work on the poetry 
competition for the Rotary Club. 
  
Mrs Willans has also shared information with all students via Student Notices for a 
creative writing competition based on your experience of lockdown. 
  
You have until midnight (12.00am) on Friday 17th July to submit a piece of writing 
about what life has been like in lockdown and during the coronavirus pandemic.  
 
This could be a personal experience, a poem or a creative story. Each of you will 
have had a unique experience that is only yours, and only you can capture in words. 
 
Your entry should be 700 words or under and you should submit in your age 
category. An email outlining how to take part has been sent to your parents. 

Lesson: w / c Monday 29th June 2020 
Rotary Club Writing Competitions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 7 Poetry Competition 

The Rotary Club are working on cookery book to raise funds for vulnerable students 
and have asked if our fantastic students - this means you! - can write some lovely 
poems to be included. 

Your task for today’s lesson is to write a poem with the theme of food. As we have 
been studying a creative topic based on life in the Amazon, you should have some 
fantastic ideas already brewing!  

You might want to think about the type of food available in the Amazon, hunting, 
foraging for fruit and vegetables.  

You might think wistfully about a tasty roast dinner while missing home and eating 
your third lot of berries for the day! Or you may have found a local tribe and be dining 
with them, tasting new delicacies – but what are they?  

Your teacher will select the best work to be submitted for the cookery book. All 

students will get reward points for entering. Good luck!  



DO NOW – TASK 1: Consider this statement. 

Science and religion are direct opposites. 
 a) How far do you agree or disagree with this statement?  

Give at least 2 reasons for your answers.  
 
OR: b) Try to answer one of these questions: 
 
Can you think of anything that can be explained by science, but not by religion? 
Can you think of anything that can be explained by religion but not by science? 
 

Lesson 1: Background and Context 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TASK 1: Science and religion are direct opposites. 
a) I agree / disagree with this statement. 

My first reason is … 

 

 
My second reason is … 
 
 

 
OR: b) I can think of … 

 
 

 

 
 

• We are going to be studying Detective Fiction, focusing on the 
works of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle - the man who created Sherlock 
Holmes! 

• This means our lessons will look at mystery, intrigue and crime 
solving...and exploring how these aspects of detective fiction are 
constructed. 

• Then, later on, you will be creating ideas for writing your own crime 
fiction - so pay close attention to how the master does it! 



TASK 2: Your first mystery to solve… 
a) Your first case is to research these sections: 
 

• Science vs. Religion: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zx7634j/revision/1  
• 19th Century: A time of change and Industrialisation  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zvmv4wx/revision/1 
 
b) Using the website links, closely read about each area. 
Bullet-point at least five interesting facts or pieces of information. 
 
c) Use your research and ideas from Task 1 to answer these three questions. 

1. What important debate was taking place during the 19th century? 
2. What kind of changes took place during the 19th century and early 20th century that 

might have influenced society and culture? 
3. How might have these changes society and culture influence the writer Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TASK 2b and 2c: Background and Context: 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zx7634j/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zvmv4wx/revision/1


 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



DO NOW – TASK 1: Questions, Questions…  
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle is the author who created the character of the detective, Sherlock 
Holmes. If you had the chance, what questions would you want to ask him?  
Write them here: 
             
             
             
             
             
              
 

TASK 2: The MAN HIMSELF... 
 
a) Watch this video about the author: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7toqzP16H4c  
 
Create a fact file about Sir Arthur Conan Doyle - compile a list with 10 bullet-points under the 
subheading: The Author. Re-watch and pause the video if you need to. 
 
b) Now, watch watch this video about crime fiction: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40gcXQlJvn8 
 
Make bullet-point notes on the genre’s features.  Use the subheading: Crime Fiction.  
Re-watch and pause the video if you need to. 
 

CHALLENGE: Consider - WHY is the genre of crime fiction is so appealing both then and now? 

Lesson 2: Introduction to the Author / Crime Fiction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 2a: FACT FILE – Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, The Author 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7toqzP16H4c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7toqzP16H4c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40gcXQlJvn8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40gcXQlJvn8


 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Task 2b: CRIME FICTION– 10 Features of the Genre 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



TASK 3:  Choose ONE of these two questions and write a paragraph to answer it. 
 

a) What themes do you expect to be explored in Arthur Conan Doyle's works and why? What 
do you expect his character Sherlock Holmes will be like, and why? 

b) If you were going to summarise the features of crime fiction for KS2 students, which 
elements would you include, and why? 

 

 
 
 
 
Task 3a or 3b: 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



Lesson 3: Introduction to the Character – Holmes and Watson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DO NOW - TASK 1: Answer these questions 
What is an icon? Write down a definition. Use the images to help you. 
An icon is…   
An example is… OR Some examples are… 
CHALLENGE: Can you explain why some people or images become iconic? 
 

TASK 2a: Who is Sherlock Holmes? The character is considered to be an icon of crime / 
detective fiction. Create a mind-map of what you know about him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TASK 2b: What is Sherlock Holmes’ enduring appeal?  
Watch this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WMYGNzDKTj0 
Add to your mind-map by making at least 5 notes on why Sherlock Holmes has had enduring 
appeal since the late 19th century.  Focus on these areas to help you: 

- characters  - narrative  - relationship between characters 

Why is his character still appreciated by modern audiences? 
How could we argue that he is an icon? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WMYGNzDKTj0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WMYGNzDKTj0


TASK 3a: Let’s meet Sherlock Holmes! Read the extract below, from the opening of the first Sherlock 
Holmes story: A Study in Scarlet. Focus closely on what we learn about Holmes’ character. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TASK 3b: Understanding Character 
Refer to the extract from A Study in Scarlet and explore Holmes' character in more specific detail. 

• Write down 3-5 ambitious adjectives to describe his characteristics and 3-5 associated 
quotations that demonstrate these traits. Use a thesaurus to do this. 

• Explain / interpret what they suggest about Holmes and / or his relationship with Watson. 
CHALLENGE: Can you form detailed interpretations by giving more than one inference about 
character / relationship? 
  

 
 
 
 
TASK 3b: Understanding Character – quotations and adjectives 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



DO NOW - TASK 1: Hero, or...? Sherlock Holmes is often also described as a flawed protagonist. 
Find out what this means, and write a definition for it here: A flawed protagonist is someone who … 

             
             
             
             
                

TASK 2: Vocabulary Booster - Describing Characters  
What kinds of adjectives could you use to describe people? 
Need help? https://www.thesaurus.com/ 

Lesson 4: Introduction to Character Types  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TASK 2: Vocabulary Booster – Describing Characters 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.thesaurus.com/


TASK 3a: An Introduction to Character Types  
 
Certain types of characters can be identified in narratives (stories) – read about them here:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TASK 3b: Now, answer these questions  
 
Think back to what you have learned so far about the elements of Detective / Crime Fiction 
and Conan Doyle’s stories of Sherlock Holmes… 
 
Who might be the Protagonist?  
             
 
Who might be the Foil?  
             
 
Who might be the Antagonist?  
             
 
Who might be the Round character?  
             
 
Who might be the Flat character(s)?  
             
 
CHALLENGE: Can you identify these character types in any other narratives (stories) you 
may have read? Or can you think of examples from films or TV programmes that you may 
have watched? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TASK 1: Reading a Sherlock Holmes story:  The Boscombe Valley Mystery 
 
The Boscombe Valley Mystery is one of the 56 short Sherlock Holmes stories written by Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle, and is the fourth of the twelve stories in ''The Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes.'' It was first published in the Strand Magazine in 1891. 
 
This lesson is dedicated to reading or listening to an example of Crime / Detective Fiction:  
The Boscombe Valley Mystery.  
 
You can choose to do either or both from: 
 
a) Reading the (whole) story text: 
https://sherlock-holm.es/stories/pdf/a4/1-sided/bosc.pdf 

   OR: 
b) Listening to an abridged (shortened) version of the audiobook: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X3ePzEvZqWI&t=1439s) 
 
CHALLENGE: Listen to the FULL audiobook of the whole story text at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bcTgrYKA8cU 

TASK 2: Complete these tasks on the next page after reading The Boscombe Valley Mystery 
 

a) Summarise the plot in 5-8 bullet-points.  
 

b) Identify the main characters. Choose 3-5 of them and name their character types – 
protagonist, antagonist, foil / round / flat. 

 
c) Write a summary of key themes in the text. Explain how and where they are presented to 

the reader.  
 
CHALLENGE: Can you offer a detailed summary of the relationship between Holmes and Watson? 
See if you can find precise textual evidence to support your ideas. 
 
 
 

Lesson 5: Reading - The Boscombe Valley Mystery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 2a), b) and c): 
 

 

 
 

https://sherlock-holm.es/stories/pdf/a4/1-sided/bosc.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X3ePzEvZqWI&t=1439s)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bcTgrYKA8cU


 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



DO NOW - TASK 1: Memory Recall – complete these tasks 
 
Look back at: Lesson 6 Task 2a) Summarise the plot in 5-8 bullet-points. 
Re-read your summary of The Boscombe Valley Mystery to remind yourself of what happens in 
the story. 
 
Alternatively, read this brief summary: 
James McCarthy, the son of Charles McCarthy, is accused with the murder of his father, 
who was found beaten to death by the Boscombe Pool, a small lake near their home on 
the land of James Turner, an acquaintance of Charles. All the evidence seems to point 
towards James' guilt, since he was carrying a gun and had a violent altercation with his 
father just before he was discovered with the body, but Holmes suspects that something 
else is at play. 
After detailed investigation of the scene and consultation of Charles' autopsy in the 
coroner's notes, Holmes determines that it was in fact James Turner who had killed 
Charles. Turner admits his guilt, saying that Charles was an evil character who was 
blackmailing him with knowledge of crimes they committed together when they were in 
Australia so that he – Charles McCarthy - could live on his - Turner's - land. 

 

Lesson 6: Plot Structure in Detective / Crime Fiction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The plot for narratives follows a particular structure, or narrative arc. 
This diagram shows how a narrative arc is constructed: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gradesaver.com/the-adventures-of-sherlock-holmes/study-guide/character-list#james-mccarthy
https://www.gradesaver.com/the-adventures-of-sherlock-holmes/study-guide/character-list#charles-mccarthy


TASK 2: Plot Structure – An Analysis. Answer these questions. 
 

a) Can you think of any stories that clearly follow this example? (HINT: Think about fairy 
tales.) 

b) Why do you think this structure is used so often? 
c) Can you give an example of a film/story where the structure does not fit this format? 
d) Why do you think writers/directors might not want to follow this format? 
e) How does the plot for The Boscombe Valley Mystery fit into the narrative arc’s structure? 

Add notes for where this occurs to your own plot summary. 
 

CHALLENGE: How could the plot for The Boscombe Valley Mystery have been structured 
differently? Would it have been more / less effective with your changes? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TASK 2: Plot Structure – An Analysis 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



TASK 2: Creating a Structure and Plotting your Own Narrative Arc 
Time to invent the structure for your own piece of detective / crime fiction! 
If you were going to create the plot for another Sherlock Holmes mystery, what would you 
include? Mind-map or list your ideas to plan your story. Use these questions to help: 

• How does your story begin? 
• What is the conflict that must be resolved? 
• What is the height of tension? The climax? 
• How is this resolved? 
• What is the outcome? 

IDEAS:             
            
            
            
            
            
            
             
 
Using your mind map / list of ideas, plot your own narrative arc on the blank template below. 

CHALLENGE! Can you comment on any of the following within your story arc? 
•  How do the characters change? What / who is the focus?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DO NOW - TASK 1: Setting in Detective Fiction – look at the four images below. 
Which of these settings would work well for a Detective Crime Fiction story? 
Choose from: 1, 2, 3 or 4 
A cliché is an overused idea which is lacking in original thought. Which ones would not work well? 
Which are quite ‘cliché’? Why?          
             
              
 
 

TASK 2: Tropes in Detective Fiction – read the information and watch the clips. 
a) What is a ‘trope’? Definition - Trope: a common or overused theme or device.  

It can often be cliché, e.g. a horror trope is the use of jump scares. 
b) What are the tropes of Crime Fiction? Think about the things you might find in a crime 

fiction story. Make a list or mind-map below of your ideas.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c) Now, watch the following clips. Add as many other “tropes” as you can to your list/mind map. 
(i) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mq4m3yAoW8E : Murder on the Orient Express 
(ii) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UpYUBVU0710 : Sherlock: A Study in Pink  
(Disclaimer: there is a dead body in this scene - no blood.) 
 
 

Lesson 7: Setting in Detective / Crime Fiction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mq4m3yAoW8E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mq4m3yAoW8E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UpYUBVU0710


TASK 3a: The Use of Setting in Sherlock Holmes’ The Hound of the Baskervilles 
 
What does a good setting look like? Read through this extract as an example: 
 

The Hound of the Baskervilles 
 
Over the green squares of the fields and the low curve of a wood there rose in the 
distance a gray, melancholy hill, with a strange jagged summit, dim and vague in the 
distance, like some fantastic landscape in a dream. Baskerville sat for a long time, his 
eyes fixed upon it, and I read upon his eager face how much it meant to him, this first 
sight of that strange spot where the men of his blood had held sway so long and left 
their mark so deep. 
 
It was a sweet, simple country spot, but I was surprised to observe that by the gate 
there stood two soldierly men in dark uniforms, who leaned upon their short rifles and 
glanced keenly at us as we passed.  
 
Rolling pasture lands curved upward on either side of us, and old gabled houses 
peeped out from amid the thick green foliage, but behind the peaceful and sunlit 
country-side there rose ever, dark against the evening sky, the long, gloomy curve of 
the moor, broken by the jagged and sinister hills. 

 
TASK 3b: Complete the tasks and answer the questions on setting in The Hound... 
 

i. Now read through the extract again. This time, annotate as many methods as possible 
that have been used e.g. semantic field of…, geometrical lexis, simile, sibilance, 
personification. Can you consider why the writer has decided to use these?  

ii. Choose at least 4 words/phrases from the extract that you would like to “magpie” (steal 
for your own creative writing!). Copy these down neatly in your book.  

iii. How did this setting make you feel?  
 
 
 

Did you also spot any of these? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TASK 4: Describing Our Own Setting – look at the four images below. 
Choose one of the settings from below. Jot down as many words to describe it as possible  
(at least 5). Now jot down what you would be able to see, smell, hear, touch and maybe even taste. 
Can you use a range of language devices, e.g. similes and metaphors? 
 
CHALLENGE: Write up your ideas into a paragraph describing the setting you selected.  
Remember to: use sophisticated vocabulary / vary your sentence lengths / use language devices / 
show don’t tell! 

TASK 3b: Setting in ‘The Hound of the Baskervilles 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DO NOW – TASK 1: How many detectives do you know...? 
Name as many detectives as you can think of. Create a list or spidergram. 

 
You can include characters who are: 

 Male or female; 

 Any age / ethnicity / background 

 From books, comics, film and / or TV programmes; 

 From stories set in the past or the present. 

TASK 2: ‘Watching the Detectives’ – A Case Study 
 
Time to focus on a rather unusual detective: Inspector Gadget! 
Watch this video to find out everything you didn’t know about him... 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BynuJ6R79m8 
 
Write answers to these questions (brief notes or bullet-points): 

a) How many gadgets did he have? Name 5 of them. 
b) How long did the cartoon run for? From when to when? 
c) Who created him? Who is the real ‘brains’ behind Gadget? 
d) What was his real name? 
e) How did he become ‘Inspector Gadget’? 
f) Which future forms of technology did the show predict? 
g) Which fast food chain sold toys from the show with their meals? 

 
 

Lesson 8: Invent Your Own Detective!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TASK 2: Inspector Gadget Case Study 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BynuJ6R79m8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BynuJ6R79m8


TASK 3: Create and Design Your Own Detective!  
Remember the question at the end of the video...?  

“What gadgets would you want if you were a cyborg?” 
 
Time to use your skills from DT, Science, Art and any other knowledge that will help you here! 
You will create and design your own detective. 
Use the person outline (template) on the next page to draw / sketch / label your detective.  
 
Need some help? Here’s a checklist if you need help with what to include: 
 

 Choose the gender and age; 

 Create their characteristics - invent their background story to explain how and why they 
became as they are; 

 Design their ‘look’ by styling an outfit or clothing (sketch onto the template); 

 Consider what their special feature(s) is (are) going to be. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TASK 3: My Own Detective – Notes and Description 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



My Detective: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DO NOW – TASK 1: Consider your view 
 
Note down your thoughts and opinion on what it was / is about the character and 
stories that continued to grip our minds, and why:      
             
             
             
             
             
              
  
 
  

TASK 2a: Research task 
 
Access this website page and read the article about the Sherlock Holmes stories 
and their impact on the public: 
https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20160106-how-sherlock-holmes-changed-
the-world 
 
 
TASK 2b: Answer these questions to unearth some nuggets of information! 
 

a) What did Sir Arthur Conan Doyle do to Sherlock Holmes in 1893? 
b) How did the public react to this? 
c) What is the term ‘fan’ short for? How did the readers of Sherlock Holmes’ 

stories create ‘fandom’? 
d) How did Sir Arthur Conan Doyle react to public pressure in 1901...? 
e) ...And what did Sir Arthur Conan Doyle do in 1903? 
f) Find an example of how fans continue to celebrate the Sherlock Holmes 

stories. 
g) Which other detectives / writers are mentioned as drawn from, or inspired 

by Sherlock Holmes? 
 
 
 
  

Lesson 9: Battle of the Sherlocks! 
 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s writing has stood the test of time since the 
Victorian era. The character and stories of Sherlock Holmes have had 
an enduring appeal to audiences both past and present over the 
centuries. But why? What was / is it about the character and stories 
that have continued to grip our minds? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20160106-how-sherlock-holmes-changed-the-world
https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20160106-how-sherlock-holmes-changed-the-world
https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20160106-how-sherlock-holmes-changed-the-world


Task 2a and 2b: Research Task - Answers 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



TASK 3a: Battle of the Sherlocks! Best Portrayals...? 
 
Watch this video compilation of 10 actors who have played Sherlock Holmes: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSdTl4fYyLk  
Focus on what you see and are told by the narrator about their performances. 
 

TASK 3b: Make very brief notes in the table below, and use them to answer this question: 

 
In your opinion, which actor(s) delivers the best portrayal of the character of Sherlock Holmes? 

Explain why, by giving reasons for your choice. 
 
CHALLENGE: Consider portrayals of Sherlock Holmes in more depth and detail by researching and 
watching episodes or longer clips from film and TV versions of the stories. This link gives a more 
detailed rundown of actors who played the character: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7JXFZaPKq8 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nicholas Rowe  

Michael Caine  
Christopher Plummer  

Tom Baker  
Robert Downey Jr  

Peter Cushing  
Vasily Livanov  

Benedict Cumberbatch  
Basil Rathbone  
‘Honourable Mentions’  

Jeremy Brett  
 
Task 3b:  
In your opinion, which actor(s) delivers the best portrayal of the character 
of Sherlock Holmes? Explain why, by giving reasons for your choice.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSdTl4fYyLk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSdTl4fYyLk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7JXFZaPKq8


Lesson 10: Your Final Lesson!  
 

We Are All Writers of Detective / Crime Fiction 
Fire up your imagination. Start up the cogs of your creativity… 

 
For YOU are ALL going to become the next Sir Arthur Conan Doyles of 
Thamesmead School! Your mission – should you choose to accept it – 
is for all the students in your English group to collectively produce a 
meisterwerk (masterpiece) of Detective / Crime Fiction. 
 
In this lesson, you will need to draw on ALL your knowledge gained 
from the last 3 weeks’ lessons:  

 the ingredients of crime fiction;  

 the different character types;  

 tropes, plot structure and narrative arcs;  

 …and finally, setting. 
Oh - don’t forget your creativity and fantastic ideas! 
 
One student will start off the story as organised by the teacher. 
Then, one by one, each student in the group will be directed to write 
the next short paragraph of the story.  
 You must stick to the Detective / Crime Fiction genre. 
 Your short paragraph must follow on logically and plausibly 

(believably) from the previous one. 
 You can include dialogue and introduce new characters. 

BUT: you are on a timer – the story must be completed by the end of 
the lesson. 
 
This time, there is no Assignment to upload – your teacher will 
compile all the paragraphs into a Word document for you to 
download and keep as your final piece work for this Unit. 
 
WELL DONE, Year 7 – you made it to the end of term. BE PROUD.  
Go forth and become great readers, writers and thinkers.  
 



LC / Reading Lesson: A Selection of Sherlock Holmes Audiobooks 
 
Your teacher will set which task you will do for your LC / Reading 
Lesson during this unit.  
This (optional) LC / Reading Lesson fits in with the Detective / Crime 
Fiction Unit. It gives you a selection of links for Sherlock Holmes 
Audiobooks to choose from: 
 
 
A Scandal in Bohemia: 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=a+sherlock+holmes+adventure+1  

 
The Red-Headed League: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JniAN3RQcy8  
 
A Case of Identity: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8zhDIFsFsI  
 
The Five Orange Pips: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAYSyMLf1To  
 
The Man with the Twisted Lip: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bdEeJ2Mjdmg&t=4s  
 
The Blue Carbuncle: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UxgLtIX456k  
 
The Speckled Band: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yaRIKossxKs  
 
The Engineer’s Thumb: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1aBSlcMR_jg  
 
The Noble Bachelor: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TRKL_QtTDuc  
 
And there’s loads more to choose from at: 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=a+sherlock+holmes+adventure 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=a+sherlock+holmes+adventure+1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JniAN3RQcy8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8zhDIFsFsI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAYSyMLf1To
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bdEeJ2Mjdmg&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UxgLtIX456k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yaRIKossxKs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1aBSlcMR_jg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TRKL_QtTDuc
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=a+sherlock+holmes+adventure

