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The House Events 
Committee organised and 
ran a Year 9 Board Games 
Event after school on 
Tuesday 18th May. Lots of 
people came and we played 
a range of games such as 
Exploding Kittens, Dixit 

and more. It was really fun 
and hopefully we will be 
able to do it again with 
multiple year groups once 
the Covid-19 restrictions 
are lifted. After half-term 
there will be two further 
house events for years 7 

and 8, firstly a dodgeball 
tournament and then later 
in the year there will be a 
football tournament, you 
will need to sign up for 
these events so keep an eye 
out on student notices! If 
you would like to suggest a 

future house event please 
contact the House Events 
Committee via your Tutor 
or House Rep. 

Meryn Oliver Y8 

More details on the back 
page! 

Boardgames in the Quad 
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The Power of Music 
What first springs to mind 
when you think of music? 
Maybe your favourite band 
or the song that’s stuck in 
your head, but is that all 
there is to it? How can this 
art be used to promote 
positive change? Well, 
throughout time musicians 
have used their social 
platform to make the world 
a better place, so I decided 
to look at a couple of them. 

Band Aid 
This iconic band was 
founded in 1984 to raise 
money for starving 
children in Ethiopia, 
through the power of 
music. Their hit single “Do 
they know its Christmas?” 
depicted starving families 
and raised a stunning £24 
million. Shocked by the 

BBC News on the 1983-
1985 Ethiopian famine, 
Bob Geldolf decided to 
take action, and after he 
phoned a few friends he 
had lined up Kool and the 
Gang, Bono, Sting, 
Bananarama and Boy 
George to sing on this life-
changing track. It has gone 
down in history as one of 

the most successful 
charitable records of all 
time. 

Dolly Parton 
It is safe to say that Dolly 
Parton is one of the most 
successful and 
philanthropic female singer
-songwriters ever; she has 
sold over one hundred 
million records worldwide. 
Her contributions to 
society have helped 

thousands of people, and 
she achieved this all 
through the power of 

music. One of her most 
influential ventures was 
Dollywood – a foundation 
set up to help children in 
Sevier County, Tennessee 
“achieve educational 
success.” However, as it 
became more and more 
successful, it became the 
Imagination Library, which 
is a program that 

distributes books to 
children across the globe, 
free of charge, until they 
start their first year at 
school. This was not 
enough for Dolly though, 
and less than a year after 
she launched the 
Dollywood Foundation she 
offered a $500 scholarship 
to every student in Sevier 
County, Tennessee who 
wanted to attend college 
and graduate highschool in 
an effort to increase 
college and highschool 
attendance. After her gift, 
dropout rates were reported 
to drop from 35% to 6%. 
How incredible is that? 

Needless to say, music is 
an unstoppable force for 
good in the world, and it 

has the power to make so 
many people happy and 
provide opportunities for 

many less fortunate people. 
How will you change the 
world? 

Rowan Norbury Y8 
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Laced with soulful 
renditions, dazzling 
technique and incredible 
performance, British 
guitarists helped the 
instrument rise to 
monumental standards. 
Some of Britain's ace 
guitar legends inspired 
many people to show 
resilience towards learning 
the guitar and giving guitar 
fame for many generations 
to come. However, there 
was one guitarist who 
surprised everyone, named 
Eric Clapton.  

Eric Clapton 
Eric Patrick Clapton was 
born on 30 March 1945 in 
Surrey, England. He was 
the son of Patricia Molly 
Clapton and Edward 
Walter Fryer a Canadian 
Soldier who was stationed 
in England during World 
War II, so sadly the two 
could never meet. As 
Eric’s mother was not able 
to take care of him, her 
parents stepped in and 
raised Eric as their own, 
making him think his 
mother was actually his 
sister. His grandparents 
never legally adopted him, 
but remained his legal 
guardians until 1963, while 

his mother Patricia 
eventually moved to 
Canada and Germany to 
reunite with her husband. 

Eric was raised in a 
sophisticated and musical 
household. His 
grandmother played piano 
and his uncle and mother 
both enjoyed listening to 
many styles of music. 
Patricia (Eric’s Mother) 
later told Eric’s official 
biographer, that his father 
was a gifted musician, 
playing piano in several 

dance bands in the Surrey 
area. 

He was characterized as an 
above-average student 
with an aptitude for art, 
which gave him a strong 
reputation. From his 
earliest years in school, he 
realized something was not 

quite right.  Unfortunately, 
at the age of nine, he 
learned the truth about his 
parentage when his real 
mother returned to 
England with his half-
brother for a visit. This 
traumatizing event affected 
him deeply and was a 
defining moment in his 
life. Emotionally hurt and 
scarred by this event, Eric 
became moody and distant, 
and stopped applying 
himself at school. He was 
sent to a Modern School 
and two years later, 
entered the art branch of 
Holyfield Road School. 

Eric asked for a guitar on 
his 13th birthday. Finding 
the German-made guitar 
difficult to play he put it 
aside giving up 
unreluctantly. In 1961, 
when he was 16, Eric 
began studying at the 
Kingston College of Art on 
a one-year probation. 
Upsettingly, he was 
expelled at the end of the 
yearn for lack of progress 
as he had not submitted 
enough work. Guitar 
playing and listening to the 
blues dominated his 
waking hours, which had 
disturbed his education. 

In early 1963, 17-year-old 
Eric joined his first band, 
The Roosters. Following 

the band’s demise in 
August 1963. Before 
turning to music as a full-

time career, he supported 
himself as a labourer at 
building sites, working 

with his grandfather, a 
master bricklayer and 
plasterer. Keith Relf and 

Paul Samwell-Smith 
recruited him to become a 
member of The Yardbirds 

in October 1963, because 
Clapton was the most 
talked about guitar player 

on the R&B pub circuit. 
During his time with The 
Yardbirds, he earned his 

nickname, Slow hand, and 
recorded his first albums: 
Five Live Yardbirds and 

Sonny Boy Williamson and 
The Yardbirds. The band 

also recorded the single, 
“Good Morning Little 
Schoolgirl”. This moment 

started his career. 

Rebecca Popa Y7 

Fame in England 

Would you like to 

contribute to the 

Thamesmead 

Times? 

Please Contact: 

Miss Baker, your 

House Leader or 

your tutor to be 

added to the team. 

We are looking for 

writers, poets and 

Photographers 
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Known as the “rainforests” 

of the ocean, Coral Reefs 

are a diverse habitat and 

global ecosystem housing 

over 25% of the Earth’s 

marine life despite occupy-

ing less than 1% of the 

ocean floor. They are found 

in the warm, shallow wa-

ters of the world’s tropical 

seas and are known for 

their bright and beautiful 

colours. The reef itself is 

made up of tiny animals 

called coral polyps whose 

hard calcium carbonate ex-

oskeletons aggregate to-

gether, new polyps grow-

ing onto the skeletons of 

older or dead polyps to 

form the reef. In addition to 

benefiting our marine life 

in a myriad of ways, they 

also vastly improve our 

quality of life; over 500 

million people rely on the 

reefs for food, employment 

in industries like fishing 

and tourism, and protection 

from the shores eroding, 

making them an ecosystem 

the earth can’t afford to 

lose. Nevertheless, they are 

under severe threat due to 

tourism and global warm-

ing and over the last 30 

years, 50% of our reefs 

have died. It is clear we 

can’t lose our reefs, but 

what threats are they under 

and what can be done to 

protect them? 

While there are many fac-

tors influencing the rapid 

destruction of the coral 

reefs, the majority of these 

are caused or influenced by 

the actions of humans. 

Some of these main threats 

are as follows. 

Coral Bleaching                                                                                                              

As a result of rising sea 

temperatures due to global 

warming, the coral loses its 

vibrant colour and turns 

white. Coral receives its 

colours from zooxanthellae

- a microscopic algae 

which lives within the cor-

al, supplying it with 90% 

of the food it needs to grow

- but when the ocean envi-

ronment changes and the 

water becomes hotter, the 

coral becomes stressed and 

expels the algae. This caus-

es the coral to lose it’s col-

our leaving behind only it’s 

white “skeleton”. Coral 

bleaching is significant be-

cause with it’s main source 

of food gone, the reef dies 

and rarely comes back; 

with so little coral surviv-

ing, reproduction rates de-

crease, causing the whole 

ecosystem to deteriorate. It 

is estimated it has already 

killed at least 16% of the 

world’s coral, making it a 

threat the world can’t con-

tinue to ignore. 

Destructive fishing tech-

niques:                                                                                                                                                             

Increased boat traffic and 

use of dragnets poses a 

threat to the reefs as they 

often crash into the coral, 

breaking it unknowingly 

whilst trawling. As well as 

this, blast fishing (using 

dynamite) is used in some 

places; this kills fish and 

pulverises the reefs, leav-

ing deserts of loose coral 

devoid of any marine life. 

Although it is now illegal 

in most parts of the world, 

it is still practiced in 

around 30 countries and is 

highly destructive. 

The live fish trade:                                                                                                         

In some parts of the world, 

cyanide is used to stun fish 

in order for them to be 

bought alive to restaurants 

and aquariums. This causes 

chemical damage to the 

reefs and is often used in 

places like Hawaii. It is 

estimated that since the 

1960’s more than 1 million 

kilograms of cyanide has 

been added to Philippine 

reefs alone. 

Human Destruction:                                                                                                           

Rare and expensive species 

of coral are taken from the 

reef in order to fetch a high 

price, for example black 

coral is used to make jew-

Rescuing our Reefs 
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ellery. Other ways in which 

humans damage the reefs 

include local communities 

polluting them with domes-

tic waste causing chemical 

damage and tourists break-

ing the coral in order to 

take pieces home as hap-

pened in Maya bay in Thai-

land where tourists caused 

so much damage to the reef 

that it had to be closed to 

the public in 2018 in order 

for the reef to be saved. 

However all hope is not 

lost, and through sustaina-

ble management it is possi-

ble we can save our spec-

tacular coral reefs. There 

are many ways in which 

this can be done including 

by establishing sanctuaries, 

educating local communi-

ties, and raising awareness 

about the risks that having 

no coral reefs poses to ma-

rine life.  Sanctuaries are 

habitats protected from 

threats such as overfishing 

and are a highly effective 

way of protecting reefs 

from human threats. One 

example of a sanctuary is 

the 18-million-year-old 

Great Barrier Reef which 

has been protected since 

1975. Whereas previously 

the area was rife with over-

fishing, it is now enjoyed 

by 2 million visitors each 

year who marvel at its 

beautiful sights, and be-

cause of the pandemic and 

lack of travel that number 

has decreased, hopefully 

giving the reef a welcome 

rest from human interfer-

ence. However it still suf-

fers at the hands of climate 

change and if sea tempera-

tures continue to rise it 

may be destroyed within 

25 years due to coral 

bleaching. 

Education is also a valua-

ble asset to protecting the 

reefs. By teaching local 

communities how to use 

the reefs in a sustainable 

way, they can learn how to 

still earn a livelihood from 

the reefs without damaging 

them. Non-governmental 

organisations are often use-

ful in doing this and one 

such is Coral Cay Conser-

vation whose volunteers 

raise environmental aware-

ness while assisting and 

advising local governments 

in ways they can ensure the 

reefs are protected. 

The life of our coral reefs 
is as much in our hands as 

those of our governments 
and through campaign and 
immediate action, we will 

see a rainbow of colour 
emerge under our seas 
again. There is hope yet for 

our reefs, but the journey 
ahead is difficult and with-
out effort and determina-

tion, our hopes of seeing 
our reefs flourish again 
will die with them, far 

away in the depths of the 
ocean.           

Sarah Vassallo Y9                                                                                                            

Coral Reefs—a Poem by Sarah Vassallo 

There were once rainbows in our seas, 

Now there are only skeletons, 

Crumbling corpses fading away into the abyss of human waste, 

Nothingness swallowing them whole as they disappear, 

 

There were once soldiers in our seas, 

Gifts to us from mother nature to nurture with the tenderest of care, 

Now the human ego claims superiority over mother nature, 

 And the colour bleeding from our corals is her spilling blood, 

 

There was once a seesaw at the hands of the universe, 

A carefully crafted balance whereby what we take from nature we repay with our ac-

tions and unconditional love, 

Through care and cooperation our world became a gem, 

A shining blue gem named earth, 

 

There was once a beautiful ocean, 

Where rainbows lined the floor and the sun’s smiles warmed the water, 

Now that ocean is a plain of grey and white, 

A plastic noose signifying the death of what once was, 

 

Perfection. 
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GET INVOLVED WITH THE  

THAMESMEAD HOUSE EVENTS!! 
BY REBECCA POPA YR 7 
This upcoming term, Thamesmead will be having and displaying two extraordinary house events, which anyone can join! 

These exciting events will take place in summer term 2, so you will have plenty of time to train and prepare. The events 

will be Dodgeball for Year 8 only, and Football for year 7. This is your chance to get involved with competition and win 

many house points and prizes for your House Group! 

YEAR 8 DODGEBALL TOURNAMENT. 

 
Show your competitiveness by battling against your classmates, friends, and teachers, by taking part in the Year 8 Dodge-

ball tournament! This Event occurs on Monday 21st June 2021 and the first contest commences at 3.00pm on the MUGA 

(depending on the weather). In order to sign-up, contact Mr Hoadley at H.Hoadley@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk, or visit 

your PE team Page for the form provided. 

YEAR 7 FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT. 

 

Show your effective team spirit by participating in the Year 7 only Ultimate Football Tournament! You will need to get into 

teams of your current house, and both girls and boys are allowed. The date of this event is to be confirmed, but you have 

masses of time to train and prepare to show your spirit in this exciting tournament! Contact Miss Fisher at 

B.Fisher@thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk to sign up or look out for the online forms posted. 

Unfortunately, Prince 
Philip has recently passed. 
The Queen, Queen 
Elizabeth II, has been 
mourning her husband’s 
death. In this article I will 
be talking about Prince 
Philip and his life. 

Prince Philip, also known 
as The Duke of Edinburgh, 
was born into both the 
Greek and Danish royal 
families. He was born in 
Greece and then moved out 
of the country. Once he had 
been educated in France, 
Germany and Great 

Britain, he joined the Royal 
Navy in 1939 aged 18. 
After World War II, he was 
granted permission by 
George VI to marry 
Princess Elizabeth II. He 
abandoned his Greek and 
Danish titles and styles and 
adopted his maternal 
grandparents’ surname, 
Mountbatten. He married 
Elizabeth on 20th 
November 1947. Just 
before the wedding, he was 
granted the titles, His 
Royal Highness, Duke of 
Edinburgh, Earl of 

Merioneth and Baron 
Greenwich by the King. 

Philip left the Royal Navy 
when Elizabeth became 
Queen in 1952, having 
reached the rank of 
commander and granted 
they title of British Prince 
Philip in 1957. Philip had 
four children with 
Elizabeth; Charles, Prince 
of Wales; Anne, Princess 
Royal; Prince Andrew; 
Duke of York and Prince 
Edward, Earl of Wessex.  

Prince Philip, recently 

passed, led and amazing 
life living to an amazing 99 
years! If you wish to watch 
the funeral here is a link to 
a video. 

Evie Milam –Y7 

Prince Philip 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-56779000

