Year 7 Top Ten Reading List

Boy and Going Solo by Roald Dahl; autobiography

Learn more about the fascinating life of the man who brought you Willy Wonka and Miss Trunchbull with
stories from the author’s childhood and years in the Air Force during World War Il. Can you spot the people
and events that influenced his writing?

Coram Boy by Jamila Gavin; historical, human rights CORAM!
Toby, an African, and Aaron, the illegitimate heir to a great estate, are linked by the Coram Man, a shady figure e 4
who supposedly delivers abandoned children to a safe new life at the Coram Hospital. The reality is much, much
worse. Join Toby and Aaron on an epic journey through 1750s Britain, fraught with danger and excitement.

Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian; WWII Family drama
Willie is evacuated from wartime London and goes to live with the irritable but kindly Mr Tom. They both learn
being family is more than sharing the same blood. An unforgettable story of heartbreak and hope.

My Sister Lives on the Mantlepiece by Annabel Pitcher; family issues, diversity :
Told through the eyes of ten-year-old Jamie, this novel sensitively tackles issues around family breakdown after 0
grief. It also explores terrorism, racism and bullying issues from a child's point of view. ANIELL

Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman; personal and social issues
v | Cameron is seriously ill; a controversial transplant could save his life but that is only the beginning of his
— struggle. Powerful and thought provoking.

Skellig by David Almond; fantasy, adventure
Exploring a ramshackle garage with his new-found friend Mina, Michael discovers a strange, magical creature
who needs his help. A contemporary classic.

Smart by Kim Slater; detective thriller

A homeless man has been murdered and the police don’t care; but Kieran does and he’s going to solve the
case. Being a detective is difficult when you're amazing at drawing but terrible at fitting in. And when there are
dangerous secrets everywhere, not just outside, but under your own roof.

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time by Mark Haddon; adventure, disability
A complex investigation begins with the discovery of a neighbour’s dead dog and leads Christopher, who is
autistic, to many unexpected discoveries, including about his own family. Hilarious and ingenious in equal
measure.

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman; fantasy, ghost story

When Bod’s parents are killed, he goes to live in the local graveyard where he is raised and protected by the
ghosts who haunt the cemetery — but the murderer is still out there and they are searching for Bod. Step into
the gothic — if you dare!

Wolf by Gillian Cross; family drama
Casey reunites with her beautiful but simple mother after years apart and tries to settle into her new life but
there are many questions about her past. Does she really want to know the answers?
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Cassie Logan is a fiesty African-American girl growing up in Mississippi during the Great Depression, she learns the
shocking realities of racism as she witnesses the hatred and begins to learn the importance of standing up for your
rights.
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Maggon Moon by Sally Gardner; rebellion, friendship, dyslexia

When his best friend Hector is suddenly take, Standish Treadwell realises that it is up to him, his grandfather and a
small band of rebels to defeat the ever-present oppressive forces of the Motherland.
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Lyra, an orphan from an alternate world, goes on a quest to find her missing friend and in doing so discovers a
secret, Dust and in doing so will she take on the might of the Magisterium? Her adventures continues as she travel to
other worlds following a trail that leads to Dust.

Young Samurai, Way of the Warrior by Chris Bradford; adventure, historical (series)
When his father and everyone on his ship is killed by ninja pirates after being shipwrecked off the coast of Japan,

Jack Fletcher is rescued by the legendary samurai sword master. Jack’s only hope is to become a samurai warrior.
And so his training begins ...
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The Screaming Staircase by Jonathan Stroud; thriller, ghost

Anthony Lockwood, Lucy and George can hear and sense ghosts. When the ghost of London become malevolent, the
three members of the detective agency Lockwood & Co find themselves up against vicious ghouls, spooky spectres
and some very nasty humans.

Are you a super confident reader? Looking for a challenge? Here is a list of classics which you could have a go at:

Adams, Douglas — Watership Down
Allcott, Louisa May — Little Woman
Austen, Jane — Pride and Prejudice
Bary, J.M. - Peter Pan

Bradbury, Ray — Fahrenheit 451
Brittain, Vera — Testament of Youth



Bronte, Emily — Wuthering Heights

Bronte, Charlotte — Jane Eyre

Burnett, Frances Hodgson — The Secret Garden

Camus, Albert — The Stranger

Chesterton, G K— The Man who was Thursday

Coelho, Paulo — The Alchemist

Conrad, Joseph — Heart of Darkness

Defoe, Daniel — Robinson Crusoe

Dick, Philip K — Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep
Dickens, Charles — A Tale of Two Cities, Bleak House
Doyle, Arthur Conan - Sherlock Holmes Tales

Falkner, John Meade - Moonfleet

Fitzgerald, Scott - The Great Gatsby, Tender is the Night
Forster, E M — A Room with a View

Gaskell, Elizabeth — North and South

Gibbons, Stella — Cold Comfort Farm

Golding, William — Lord of the Flies

Guterson, David — Snow Falling on Ceders

Heller, Joseph — Catch 22

Hemingway, Ernest — For Whom the Bell Tolls

Hosseini, Khaled — The Kite Runner

Hugo, Victor — The Hunchback of Notre Dame

James, Henry Daisy Miller — Turn of the Screw

Lee, Harper — To Kill a Mocking Bird

London, Jack — Call of the Wild, White Fang

Marquez, Gabriel Garcia — One Hundred Years of Solitude
Martel, Yann — Life of Pi

Maurier, du, Daphne — Rebecca

Melville, Herman — Moby Dick

Niffenegger, Audrey — The Time Travelers’s Wife
Northup, Solomon — Twelve Years a Slave

Norton, Mary — The Borrowers

Orwell — George Down and Out in London and Paris, 1984
Ransome, Arthur — Swallows and Amazons

Remarque, Enrich Maria — All Quiet on the Western Front
Saint-Exupery, Antoine — The Little Prince

Salinger, J D — The Catcher in the Rye

Shelley, Mary — Frankenstein

Steinbeck John — Grapes of Wrath, Of Mice and Men
Stevenson, Robert Louis — Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, Treasure Island
Stoker, Bram — Dracula

Stowe, Harriet Beecher — Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Sutcliff, Rosemary — Beowulf, Dragon Slayer

Tartt, Donna — The Little Friend

Tolkien, J.R.R. - The Hobbit, Lord of the Rings trilogy
Verne, Jules — 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea, Around the World in Eighty Days
Waters, Sarah — The Little Stranger

Williamson, Henry — Tarka the Otter

WYyss, Johann David — Swiss Family Robinson



