
 

Year 10 Curriculum Newsletter Autumn Term 2 

 

 

English 

What are we studying this half term? Language papers 1 and 2. In this 

unit we will teach students the essential skills required to do well in 

their Language GCSE. This will include learning to read exam questions 

precisely, read sources very carefully, identify and interpret explicit 

and implicit meanings, analyse language and structure of writing, 

evaluate, compare, summarise and write creatively.  

Assessments: students will complete a series of exam questions 

across the unit and we will use this to arrive at an end of unit GCSE 

grade.  

How can parents help? Ensure your child always brings their book to 

school with them and completes their home learning. Encouraging 

your child to read widely (fiction and non-fiction) would be extremely 

beneficial.  

 

Maths 

What are we studying this half term? Higher tier students will 

be focusing mainly on Area, Perimeter, Volume and Surface Area. 

This will then lead onto Accuracy and Bounds towards the end of 

term. Foundation tier students will be continuing with 

Transformations, and after this will cover the topics of Ratio and 

Proportion. 

Assessments: Students will continue to complete unit 

assessments at the end of each unit, so that we can effectively 

track their understanding. At the end of the autumn term they 

will sit an ‘end of term’ assessment which will include a mixture 

of the topics they have covered so far, with some interleaved 

questions from topics they will have covered in year 9. Students 

will be given topic lists for these assessments.  

How can parents help? Students often need support in 

organisation, even in year 10. Checking equipment (especially 

scientific calculators) is really important, and reminding them to 

complete their Hegarty Maths homework each week. Please 

encourage your child to start their homework as early as possible 

in the week so they are able to ask for help if they need it.  

 

 

Assessments:  

 

How can parents help? 

 

Science 

What are we studying this half term?  

Y10 Triple 

Biology – we are moving on to topic 3 ‘Infection and response’ 
Chemistry – we are moving on to topic 4 ‘Chemical changes’ 
Physics – we are moving on to ‘The particle model of matter’ 
 
Assessments: Autumn 2 assessments will be GCSE style 

questions on the content completed so far in each subject. 

Y10 Trilogy combined 

What we are studying: A mixture of Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics topics. Exactly the order will depend on the class your 

child is in.  

Assessments: Autumn 2 assessments will be GCSE style 

questions on the content completed so far in each subject. 

How can parents help? Ensure your child has the revision guides 

and workbooks. When revising for assessments these should be 

the first port of call.  

History 

What are we studying this half term? students will continue their 

study into the USA 1929-2000 

Assessment: unit assessments at the end of KQ5, and KQ7 (maybe at 

different dates for individual classes) 

How can parents help? Assisting in the construction of revision 

timetables and setting aside time for independent revision.  Testing 

students on their knowledge will also be of great benefit. 

Drama 

What are we studying this half term? This half term students will 
continue to explore practitioners in order to understand different 
practitioner styles and develop their knowledge of how to apply 
particular techniques to a performance. This half term students will 
study Artaud, Littlewood and Bausch. 

 
Assessment: Create a devised performance in their selected 
practitioner style. 

 
How can parents help? Please ensure your child completes their 
home learning on time and encourage them to research different 
practitioners that they will study. 

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics (RPE) 

What are we studying this half term? Year 10 students are concluding 

their learning on Christian Practices with their end of unit test and 

starting their sixth module out of a total of eight GCSE modules. 

Module number six is on Religion and Life. It is a complex study 

ranging from when life was formed, to abortion and also euthanasia. If 

your child is struggling with the content the AQA GCSE revision guide 

is a great support. 

 



 

 

 

BTEC Sport 

What are we studying this half term? In Autumn 2 students start by 

learning the components of fitness and the principle of training. 

Assessment: students will continue with  their Unit 1 Aim A 

assignment on Fitness for Sport and Exercise. They will also start 

work on Unit 4 Aim A – investigate personality and is effect on sports 

performance together with  

Unit 2 Aim B -  practically demonstrate skills, techniques and tactics 

in selected sports   

How can parents help? monitor progress of coursework towards the 

assignment brief. Please ensure students meet all deadlines. 

GCSE PE 

What are we studying this half term? In Autumn 2 students will 

revisit the structure and functions of the skeletal system and be 

introduced to the muscular system along with types of injuries. They 

will also participate in two sports.  They will improve their 

understanding of these and gain appreciation of the tactics and 

strategies that can be applied in game situations.    

Assessment: Students will complete a unit assessment after each 

theory topic.  

How can parents help? Encourage and schedule time for your child 

to read over class notes and  review their  class folder regularly to 

ensure organisation. Use the EverLearner online resource together 

with Seneca.  Ensure students complete home learning tasks on time 

and that they are organised with their full kit on practical PE days. A 

ringbinder, dividers, plastic wallets and highlighters are essential 

items for theory. 

 

Assessments:  

 

How can parents help? 

 

French 

What are we studying this half term? -School (subjects, 

facilities, routines, uniform, comparing primary and secondary) 

-Free time (opinions, hobbies, sports, inviting people out, tv/film 

and book preferences) 

After all assessments students receive detailed feedback in order 

to identify strengths and weaknesses. 

Assessments: Writing and speaking skills 

How can parents help? Encourage students to use their 

Activelearn and thisislanguage accounts, practise speaking aloud 

from memory and revise topical vocabulary little and often. Quiz 

them on key vocabulary and verbs. 

Geography 

What are we studying this half term? GCSE Geography students 
will investigate ecosystems on a small and global scale. We will 
then focus on the Amazon Rainforest in Brazil. Students will look 
at the causes and impacts of deforestation and the social, 
economic and environmental issues which are created.   
 
Assessments: An end of topic written assessment, short and long 
answer questions, based on past GCSE exam questions. They will 
cover all of the assessment objectives. These skills will be 
continual practiced over the course of the GCSE. AO1: 
Demonstrate knowledge of locations AO2: Demonstrate 
geographical understanding of: concepts and the 
interrelationships between places. AO3: Interpret, analyse and 
evaluate geographical information and issues. AO4: Use a variety 
of skills to investigate questions and communicate findings 
 
How can parents help? Ensure your child has the correct 
equipment such as a pencil, ruler, glue, scissors and a green pen 
for peer and self-assessment. Students have a revision help sheet 
for each topic, and should be encouraged to complete revision 
notes at the end of each week’s lessons, so they are producing 
them in manageable detailed chunks. Please assist students in 
keeping their revision folders organised and with detailed notes 
and diagrams. Students should use GCSE Pod to consolidate 
knowledge.   

  
 

 

Assessments:  

 

How can parents help? 

 

Core PE 

 

What are we studying this half term? All students will continue to 

follow a curriculum which covers team and individual sports. 

However the focus is to provide opportunities to develop lifelong 

participation in sport and exercise. All students have one lesson per 

week and options are changed each half term.  

Assessment: Students are not formally assessed in core PE.  

How can parents help? Please ensure students are organised with 

their full kit on PE days. 

Computer Science 

What are we studying this half term? Computer Science: Learning 

how computers understand data including understanding binary and 

how computers process data. 

Assessments: Computer Science: End of unit assessment to check 

understanding. 

How can parents help? Computer Science: Support students with 

revision using their exercise books. Make sure all home learning 

tasks are completed.  

Spanish 

What are we studying this half term? School (subjects, facilities, 

routines, uniform, comparing primary and secondary) 

-Free time (opinions, hobbies, sports, inviting people out, tv/film 

and book preferences) 

After all assessments students receive detailed feedback in order 

to identify strengths and weaknesses. 

Assessments: Writing and speaking skills 

How can parents help? Encourage students to use their 

Activelearn and thisislanguage accounts, practise speaking aloud 

from memory and revise topical vocabulary little and often. Quiz 

them on key vocabulary and verbs. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music 

What are we studying this half term? Year 10 students will 

continue studying each of the elements of music in depth, 

learning to analyse and unpick what is happening within a piece of 

music. This learning will be the basis for composition tasks, where 

the students will put this theoretical knowledge in to practice. 

Alongside this, Students will continue working on a Theme and 

Variation composition.  

Assessment: Theme and variation composition assessment. 

Listening tests within lessons. 

How can parents help? Please encourage your child to complete 

regular instrumental or singing practice, fill in their practice diary, 

and arrive at each lesson with a pen, pencil and their Music book. 

Testing your child on key musical vocabulary and the elements of 

music will help them to memorise and use this language 

confidently. Remind your child to listen to lots of music and 

analyse what is happening within the piece, always thinking about 

the elements of music! 

 

Assessments:  

 

How can parents help? 

 

 

Art 

What are we studying this half term? Our GCSE Art & Design 

students continue their coursework with a project based on 

'Organic Structures'. Students have successfully completed their 

black & white media A1 board and are now moving onto focusing 

on colour with use of oil pastels and acrylic paint.   

How can parents help? Please ensure that your child stays up-to-

date with their coursework, our students are expected to be 

spending 3-4 hours a week working on their art coursework at 

home outside our timetabled lessons. A space for students to 

work on their art coursework at home is an excellent way to 

support them. Students purchase a pack of materials at the 

beginning of the course but if parents are able to also purchase 

acrylic paints for students to also use at home, this would be a 

really supportive measure to ensure that coursework can be 

completed both at home and at school.  If parents are also able to 

support students in visiting different museums and galleries and 

engaging in conversations about artworks, this is a great way to 

prepare them for and support them throughout the GCSE course. 

Food and Nutrition 

What are we studying this half term? The functional properties of 

food 

Assessments: End of unit test 

How can parents help? Preparation and organisation of 

ingredients for practical lesson. 

 

Health and Social Care 

 

What are we studying this half term? Unit RO22 Communicating 

Assessments: External assessment (coursework) completed in 

lessons 

How can parents help? Support with topic research and meeting 

deadlines. 

 

 

Design Technology 

What are we studying this half term? We will start a range of 

design challenge tasks that focus on specific materials and 

techniques to increase familiarity and skill. This will increase the 

student ability to call upon a variety of key terminology to create 

effective and creative designs. The next unit of theory will focus on 

generating and storing energy, smart and modern materials as 

well as systems and mechanisms. 

Assessments: There will be a theory unit assessment which will 

run in exam conditions to practice exam style questions. The 

practical and design skills will also be assessed  

 

 

How can parents help? Take an interest in the theory work they 

are doing, as well as getting them to show you their sketching 

work. Practice makes perfect, so encourage doodling and any 

marking out or construction work at home, IKEA furniture is 

great for this! 


