
 

Year 11 Curriculum Newsletter Autumn Term 2 

 

 

English 

What are we studying this half term? After students have finished their 

mock exams we will be revisiting Macbeth. We will carry out a full 

reading of the play, refresh students’ memories about contextual 

factors, analyse key scenes and practise extract analysis, critical writing, 

and practise exam technique including unpacking exam questions, 

planning, and writing up top quality responses.  

Assessments: After the mocks, towards the end of this half term, 

students will complete a ‘mini mock’ exam question on Macbeth in 

class.  

How can parents help? Watching a stage production or even a film 

version of Macbeth is a perfectly legitimate way of revising the plot of 

the play! If you could sit through this with your child that would be 

ideal. Ensure your child has their copy of the play script with them in 

school every lesson.  

 

Maths 

What are we studying this half term? After completing the 

mocks, Higher tier students will be focusing mainly on Algebraic 

Fractions, Surds and Functions and Vectors. Foundation tier 

students will be doing Congruence, Similarity and Vectors. 

Assessments: Each student will complete 3 papers in the mock 

period. Paper 1 (non-calculator) and Paper 2 and 3 (both 

calculator papers). Duration of each paper is 90mins, and the 

total marks available on each paper is 80. 

How parents can help? Please encourage your child to complete 

all Hegarty revision tasks that their class teacher will be setting. 

Attendance is vital to ensure they don’t miss key information. If 

they have been invited to extra Maths revision, please ensure 

they attend these as well. 

 Science 

What are we studying this half term? Y11 Triple 
Revision for the mock exam  
Biology – Topics 1- 4 in the revision guide. 
Chemistry – Topics 1- 5 in the revision guide. 
Physics –   Topics 1- 4 in the revision guide. 
We will then be continuing the new learning of paper 2 topics.  
Assessments: 
Mock exam GCSE paper 1 exams.  
  
Y11 Trilogy combined 
What we are studying:  
Revision for the mock exam  
Biology – Topics 1- 4 in the revision guide. 
Chemistry – Topics 1- 5 in the revision guide. 
Physics – Topics 1- 4 in the revision guide. 
We will then be continuing the new learning of paper 2 topics.  
Assessments: 
Mock exam GCSE paper 1 exams.  
How parents can help? 
Ensure your child has the revision guides and workbooks. When 
revising for mocks these should be the first port of call. 

 

History 

What are we studying this half term? Students will be sitting their 

mock exams in the first two weeks of this half term, so earlier lessons 

will be dedicated to preparing for the Crime and Punishment Mock 

Exam.  After this point we will move onto revising the rest of the topics 

taught in year 10. 

Assessments: November mock 

How can parents help? Assisting in the construction of revision 

timetables and setting aside time for independent revision.  Testing 

students on their knowledge will also be of great benefit. 

 Drama 

What are we studying this half term? This half term students will 
continue with their devising unit, completing the portfolio that runs 
alongside the performance that they created and performed before half 
term. Students will then begin revising for their written exam, exploring 
the play ‘Find Me’ and evaluating a live theatre production. 

Assessment: Written Portfolio (2000 words) 

How can parents help? Please ensure your child completes their home 
learning and coursework on time and encourage them to revise key 
topics outside of lesson time. 

 Religion, Philosophy and Ethics (RPE) 

What are we studying this half term? After the November mock, we 

will conclude Buddhist Practices and mock feedback before Christmas 

and then there is just one module left to cover before revision starts – 

Religion and Life. Please be aware the RS GCSE is provisionally set for 

May the 16th (paper 1) and May the 26th (paper 2). 

Core PE 

What are we studying this half term? Students continue to 

receive a balance of activities with the goal of further developing 

their love for physical activity and their ability to perform with 

confidence. 

Assessment: Students are not formally assessed in core PE.  

How can parents help? Please ensure students are organised 

with their full kit on PE days. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography 

What are we studying this half term: GCSE Geography students 
will be studying economic development in the UK, as a 
comparison to Nigeria. They will study how the UK has moved 
from the secondary sector to the tertiary sector, and how this has 
affected urban and rural areas. Students will investigate the 
impact of a good transport network and how different strategies 
can close the UK’s north south divide.  
 
Assessment: An end of topic written assessment, short and long 
answer questions, based on past GCSE exam questions. They will 
cover all of the assessment objectives. These skills will be 
continual practiced over the course of the GCSE. AO1: 
Demonstrate knowledge of locations AO2: Demonstrate 
geographical understanding of: concepts and the 
interrelationships between places. AO3: Interpret, analyse and 
evaluate geographical information and issues. AO4: Use a variety 
of skills to investigate questions and communicate findings.  
 
How can parents help? Ensure your child has the correct 
equipment such as a pencil, ruler, glue, scissors and a green pen 
for peer and self-assessment. Students will be given a revision 
help sheet at the start of each new topic, and should be 
encouraged to complete revision notes at the end of each week’s 
lessons, so they are producing them in manageable detailed 
chunks. Please assist students in keeping their revision folders 
organised and with detailed notes and diagrams. Use GCSE Pod 
and Time for Geography to consolidate knowledge. Students 
should be revising work from Y10 and Y11 a minimum of once a 
week.   

BTEC Sport 

What are we studying this half term? In Autumn 2 students will be 

finalising their fitness programme.  

Assessment: students will start their Unit 6  Aim A assignment on 

applying the Principles of Training and complete a Mock paper for 

Unit 1 Aims 

A. know about the components of fitness and the principles of 

training; B. explore different fitness training methods; C. investigate 

fitness testing to determine fitness levels.  

How can parents help? Monitor progress of coursework towards 

the assignment brief.  Please ensure students meet all deadlines.  

 GCSE PE 

What are we studying this half term? In Autumn 2 students will 

continue to revisit topics from paper 1 with a focus on the 

muscular system and injuries. They will continue to practice theory 

exam technique and finalise their Personal Exercise Plan. They will 

also consolidate skills in isolation and game application for 

practical. 

Assessment: Students will complete a Mock Paper 1   

How can parents help? Actively assist with their revision and 

continue to support their use of The EverLeaner online resources 

together with Seneca. 

Music 

What are we studying this half term? Year 11 students will begin 

to study the final area of study - Music for Ensemble - and 

continue to work on their compositions. We will be completing 

regular listening tasks and revisiting prior learning in preparation 

for the Appraising exam.  

Assessments: November mock. Listening tests within lessons. 

Regular feedback on their composition.  

How can parents help? Please encourage your child to complete 

regular instrumental or singing practice, fill in their practice diary, 

and arrive at each lesson with a pen, pencil and their Music book. 

Testing your child on key musical vocabulary and the elements of 

music will help them to memorise and use this language 

confidently. Remind your child to listen to lots of music and 

analyse what is happening within the piece, always thinking 

about the elements of music! 

 

 

Design Technology 

What are we studying this half term? We will be continuing the 

Non Exam Assessment and move onto developing, modelling and 

assessing construction techniques for the final prototype. In theory 

sessions, the students will revisit Unit 2 of the theory content that 

has been missed in the complexity of the lockdown teaching and 

finding the space for the content. They will also practice a range of 

exam style questions.  

Assessment: The NEA is assessed throughout and the final 

outcome will form part of the final grade. We will also be using 

past papers to help assess student knowledge.  

How can parents help? Continue to be a good vocal client, 

checking in on their design work and giving constructive feedback. 

Take them to shops that sell similar products to their chosen 

design work and let them look at them to get an idea of how they 

are constructed. Help to remind them to do at least 2 Seneca 

activities a week to increase their recall of key terms and 

information. 

 

Assessments:  

 

How can parents help? 

 

 

 Food Preparation and Nutrition 

What are we studying this half term? Working on NEA2 Research 

Section A and B; revision for mock exam 

Assessment: Mock exam covering theory work from year 10 

How can parents help? Support with revision work and practicing 

technical practical skills at home. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

French 

What are we studying this half term? Social issues (including 

poverty and homelessness); volunteering and raising money for 

good causes; new topic of employment and work experience. After 

the mock period, we will do a full analysis of the papers so students 

can identify strengths and weaknesses  

Assessment: Mock exams in reading, listening and writing 

How can parents help? Encourage students to use their Activelearn 

and thisislanguage accounts, practise speaking aloud from memory 

and attend the Spanish revision sessions. Quiz them on key 

vocabulary and verbs. 

 

Spanish 

What are we studying this half term? Social issues (including poverty 

and homelessness); volunteering and raising money for good causes; 

new topic of employment and work experience. After the mock 

period, we will do a full analysis of the papers so students can identify 

strengths and weaknesses  

Assessments: Mock exams in reading, listening and writing 

How can parents help? Encourage students to use their Activelearn 

and thisislanguage accounts, practise speaking aloud from memory 

and attend the Spanish revision sessions. Quiz them on key 

vocabulary and verbs. 

 
Geography 

What are we studying this half term? GCSE Geography students will 

be studying economic development in the UK, as a comparison to 

Nigeria. They will study how the UK has moved from the secondary 

sector to the tertiary sector, and how this has affected urban and 

rural areas. Students will investigate the impact of a good transport 

network and how different strategies can close the UK’s north south 

divide.  

Assessments: An end of topic written assessment, short and long 

answer questions, based on past GCSE exam questions. They will 

cover all of the assessment objectives. These skills will be continual 

practiced over the course of the GCSE. AO1: Demonstrate knowledge 

of locations AO2: Demonstrate geographical understanding of: 

concepts and the interrelationships between places. AO3: Interpret, 

analyse and evaluate geographical information and issues. AO4: Use a 

variety of skills to investigate questions and communicate findings.  

How can parents help? Ensure your child has the correct equipment 

such as a pencil, ruler, glue, scissors and a green pen for peer and 

self-assessment. Students will be given a revision help sheet at the 

start of each new topic, and should be encouraged to complete 

revision notes at the end of each week’s lessons, so they are 

producing them in manageable detailed chunks. Please assist 

students in keeping their revision folders organised and with detailed 

notes and diagrams. Use GCSE Pod and Time for Geography to 

consolidate knowledge. Students should be revising work from Y10 

and Y11 a minimum of once a week.   

Art 

 

What are we studying this half term? What are we studying this 

half term? Our GCSE Art & Design students are continuing to 

develop their 'Identity' project and exploring this concept in their 

own chosen direction. Students will be producing a final piece for 

this project during their mock exam in Nov/ Dec.  

Assessment: Coursework is worth 100% of a student's final GCSE 

grade this year. Students are assessed against the following 

objectives: AO1 Developing Ideas, AO2 Experiment & Refine, AO3 

Recording Ideas, AO4 Present. These assessment objectives are 

equally weighted and students are graded holistically based on all 

the work they complete.  

How can parents help? Please ensure that your child stays up-to-

date with their coursework, our students are expected to be 

spending 3 -4 hours a week working on their art coursework at home 

outside our timetabled lessons. A space for students to work on 

their art coursework during evenings and weekends is an excellent 

way to support their progression. Students purchase a pack of 

materials at the beginning of the course but if parents are able to 

also purchase acrylic paints for students to also use at home, this 

would be a really supportive measure to ensure that coursework can 

be completed both at home and at school. If parents are also able to 

support students in visiting different museums and galleries and 

engaging in conversations about artworks, this is a great way to 

prepare them for and support them throughout the GCSE course. 

 

 

Assessments:  

 

How can parents help? 

 

Computer Science 

What are we studying this half term? Revisit topics students 

traditionally find challenging. Practicing and keeping up their 

programming skills. Going through the recent mock exam papers. 

Assessment:  Two mock exam papers: Paper 1: Principles of Computer 

Science, Paper 2: Computational Thinking. 

How can parents help? Help students to revise all topics. Use the 

revision workbook (given to students) to aid revision along with their 

exercise books. 

 

 

Health and Social Care 

What are we studying this half term? RO29 Nutrients; revision for 

mock exam on RO21 

Assessment: External assessment task for this unit. 

How can parents help? Research for the topic and meeting 

deadlines. Support with revision for mock exam on RO21 

 

 


