
 

Year 7 Curriculum Newsletter Autumn Term 2 

 

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics (RPE) 

What are we studying this half term? This half term students will be 

concluding their investigation into who Jesus was from 3 major world 

religious perspectives. There will be a class test and then we will begin 

our second unit of work entitled ‘How do Jews worship?’ 

 

English 

 

What are we studying this half term? ‘Lost in the Amazon’. Students 

begin this project by researching the Amazon rainforest and create an 

information poster (writing to inform). They then write a letter to Mr 

Reeves to persuade him to let them go on a (fiction) month-long field 

trip to the Amazon Rainforest (writing to persuade); their letters are so 

successful that Mr Reeves grants this and off they go! However, disaster 

strikes and their plane crash-lands in the jungle. Happily, all on board 

survive. Students split up and head off in groups – and go on quite an 

adventure!  

This unit focuses on different writing types: writing to inform, describe, 

instruct, advise, persuade, and builds reading, writing and oracy skills. 

Assessments: End of unit assessment which tests grammar, knowledge 

of rhetorical and literary techniques, reading and writing skills.  

How can parents help? There is a David Attenborough documentary on 

the Amazon Rainforest on iPlayer which would be beneficial for 

students to see. Ask your child where they have got to in the project, 

how language is used to persuade, describe etc.  

 

Maths 

 

What are we studying this half term? Analysing and Displaying 

data:  Revisiting bar charts and looking at two way tables.  

Calculating averages and range from small data sets.  Drawing 

grouped frequency diagrams and finding averages.  Drawing and 

interpreting pie charts and scatter graphs. 

Algebra:  Simplifying and constructing expressions.  Substituting 

numbers into formulae.  Expanding brackets and factorising. 

Fractions:  Comparing fractions.  Converting to and from mixed 

numbers.  Adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing.  

Converting between fractions, decimals and Percentages. 

Assessments: Year 7 will be doing an assessment once each unit 

of work has been completed.  There will also be an end of term 

assessment covering the work that has been studied since 

September. 

How can parents help? Ensure your child has the correct 

equipment such as a pencil, ruler, protractor, compass and their 

own scientific calculator. Homework is set on Hegarty every 

week, if your child is stuck with a task, ensure they watch the 

particular clip attached to the task, and take notes in their book. 

 

Science 

 

What are we studying this half term? What are we doing this half 
term? (1)  Biology - Cells topic is completed and students start to look 
at the reproduction topic, (2) Chemistry - Particles and their behaviour 
topic is completed and students start to look at the topic of acids and 
alkalis (3) Physics -  Sound topic is completed and students start the 
light topic. 
  
Assessments: Low stake quizzes and summative assessment.  
The summative assessment will test students on their knowledge of 
cells, particle theory and sound. This will take place in either w/b 15th 
November or 22nd November. Your child’s teacher will give the exact 
date via Teams. 
  
How can parents help? Ensure your child has the correct equipment 
such as a pencil, ruler and their own scientific calculator. The BBC KS3 
bitesize is a useful resource for homework tasks and revision  - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zng4d2p.  
  
It would be useful to have a KS3 Science revision guide to aid students 
in preparation for summative assessments – 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS3-SCIENCE-REVISION-LEVELS-
GUIDES/dp/B008MWXGFO 

Geography 

 

What are we studying this half term? Y7 students will develop 

their Global Knowledge by investigating the seven continents 

and the Commonwealth. Followed by comparing and contrasting 

of Low Income Countries and High Income Countries. 

Throughout this topic students will develop their data collection, 

presentation and analysis skills.  

Assessments: An end of topic written assessment, short and long 

answer questions.  

How can parents help? Ensure your child has the correct 

equipment such as a pencil, ruler, glue, scissors and a green pen 

for peer and self-assessment. Students can find out more about 

the Commonwealth by exploring this website: 

http://www.youngcommonwealth.org/. Make sure the literacy 

sheet is fully completed and test students to confirm that they 

know the keywords and definitions. Make sure the revision notes 

for the assessment follow the guidance on the revision help 

sheet, to include definitions, diagrams, explanations and colours 

to aid in learning the information. Testing students on the 

information on their revision pages helps build their confidence, 

that they can recall relevant information.   

 

Assessments:  

 

How can parents help? 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zng4d2p
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS3-SCIENCE-REVISION-LEVELS-GUIDES/dp/B008MWXGFO
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS3-SCIENCE-REVISION-LEVELS-GUIDES/dp/B008MWXGFO
http://www.youngcommonwealth.org/


 

 

 

PE 

 

What are we studying this half term? Students will continue to take 

part in activities this half term which is from a different rotation to 

Autumn 1.  During each activity block the students will again be 

taught a range of skills, tactics and strategies to develop their 

knowledge and understanding of the activity areas they are 

studying.   

Assessments: Students will be assessed throughout the practical 

blocks of work. 

How can parents help? Please ensure students complete home 

learning tasks on time and that they are organised with their full kit 

on PE days. 

 

Assessments:  

 

How can parents help? 

 

Drama 

 

What are we studying this half term? This half term students 
will be studying the play ‘Wacky Soap’ by Mark Wheeler. Within 
this unit, students will explore the theme of addiction and some 
of the consequences that exist. As part of this unit students will 
also explore and develop new Drama strategies and techniques, 
including Whole Group Drama and Physical Theatre. 

 
Assessment: Performance in the style of Melodrama. Written 
evaluation on the work created.  

 
How can parents help? Please ensure your child completes their 
home learning on time and encourage them to express 
themselves in lesson. 
 

Music 

 

What are we studying this half term? Year 7 students will be 

continuing their work on rhythm and developing their 

performing and ensemble skills. We will be using the African 

drums and percussion, as well as singing and chanting. Learners 

will continue to improve their reading and writing of rhythm 

notation. 

Assessments: Students will be assessed on their performing and 

ensemble skills 

How can parents help? Please ensure your child has a pen, 

pencil and their Music book in each lesson. Testing your child on 

key musical vocabulary and the elements of music will help them 

to memorise and use this language confidently.  

 

 

 

French 

 

What are we studying this half term? The language of the 

classroom; Greeting people; Sharing some information about 

yourself 

Assessments: A reading comprehension and translation into English 

How can parents help? Encourage your child to make a bank of 
flashcards to revise words and phrases; help them learn these 
words and phrases by testing them; ask them to share what they 
have learnt in class 

 
Art 

 

What are we studying this half term? Year 7 students are beginning 

their first project which is based on the Formal Elements of Art.  

Students will be inspired by artist such as Michael Craig Martin, 

Henri Matisse and Yayoi Kusama to explore Line, Tone, Shape, 

Texture and Colour. Student will also be starting to use powder 

paints to develop their understanding of colour theory.  

How can parents help? Please ensure that your child completes all 

their Art & Design homework activities for this project. Drawing 

equipment and good quality colouring pencils will support students 

in completing their work in lesson and at home. 

 

 

Assessments:  

 

How can parents help? 

 

Spanish 

 

What are we studying this half term? The language of the 

classroom; greeting people; sharing some information about 

yourself 

Assessments: A reading comprehension and translation into 

English 

How can parents help? Encourage your child to make a bank of 
flashcards to revise words and phrases; help them learn these 
words and phrases by testing them; ask them to share what they 
have learnt in class. 

 

Computer Science 

 

What are we studying this half term? We are concluding the online 

safety unit or work which covers digital footprints, cyberbullying, 

grooming and radicalisation. Later in November we begin to learn 

about computational thinking, algorithms and programming. 

Assessments: Mid November – Online safety assessment 

How can parents help? Support with revision from their books and 

the BBC bitesize website. 

 



 

 

History 

 

What are we studying this half term? Thamesmead Young Historians will continue their study into medieval Britain and the events 

surrounding the battle of Hastings and then onto Norman control. 

Assessment: students will complete Hastings Assessment either before or after the October Half Term. 

How can parents help - while the weather is still somewhat habitable for human life we would suggest a visit to some historic sites - 

Battle Abbey it a great one for the current topic area, or even the Tower of London. 

 

 

Assessments:  

 

How can parents help? 

 

Design Technology 

 

Students try a variety of DT subjects over the course of year 7, as follows: 

DT workshop rotation: We will be looking into the key terms that we use to describe material properties and wood-based materials. We will 

start practicing cutting wood joints to build confidence and resilience then move onto creating a phone stand made from bent plywood. We 

will be trained on the sanding machine and understand general health and safety and how to perform a risk assessment.   

Assessments: Students will be assessed on the finger joint practical work which they have the opportunity to repeat and improve. They will 

also create a phone stand out of a laminated plywood curve. Practicals will be marked on accuracy and quality of finish.  

How can parents help? Take an interest in the project work and skills they are learning and discuss them. Help them look at products made 

from wood materials and try and work out how they are made and constructed. Make some IKEA furniture! 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Textile rotation: Students will be using recycled fabrics or items of old clothing to design and produce a cultural cushion. The project aims to 

introduce and develop an understanding of basic Textiles, and to ensure the creative process of the design and make project is acknowledged. 

Students will also develop an appreciation and awareness of different cultures, and learn how they can reflect on the principles of a certain 

culture through the medium of colour and fabric.  

Assessments: The research work that is completed will be assessed for accuracy and how well inspiration has been drawn from it. The final 

constructed product will also be assessed using quality and complexity as the benchmarks.  

How can parents help? Discuss the project, look at existing textile products, turn them inside out and understand how they were constructed. 

Help them to experiment or practice sewing skills at home.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DT core skills/ Graphics rotation: Students will be given a design context which they will use to design and manufacture a tea light holder that 

has a pattern inspired by a historical design movement. The project aims to develop students’ awareness of design movements whilst 

encouraging them to reflect upon the needs of different clients. The students will also be given the opportunity to experiment with CAD in 

order to produce innovative designs.  

Assessments: Students will be assessed in the areas of Investigation (analysing patterns and their appropriateness for a tea light holder), 

Designing (designing patterns that would be appropriate for the tea light holder) and Evaluating (evaluating the final product).   

How can parents help? Students will be designing a product for a real world situation, so discussing what customers might want from the 

products they buy would be useful. It would also be helpful to talk through what design movements are to help support with students' 

understanding. 


