
 

Year 8 Curriculum Newsletter Autumn Term 2 

 

 

English 

 

What are we studying this half term? Non-fiction New Media: In this 

unit students explore news media and journalism, using both current 

and historical examples of news media and journalism to inform 

students about current and historic affairs. We introduce career links to 

different roles in the news/media industry and explore the role of the 

reporter, journalist, editor, copy editor and more. Students will also 

study how language is used to inform, persuade and influence, study 

charity campaigns, articles, and create their own.  

Assessment: End of unit assessment which tests grammar, knowledge 

of rhetorical and other linguistic techniques, reading and writing skills. 

How can parents help? Take an interest in your child’s studies, discuss 

the news and current affairs with your children, social media, trial by 

media, media bias, types of political viewpoints. Please ensure literacy 

home learning is completed (Lexia, reading log and spellings).  

 

Maths 

 

What are we studying this half term? Drawing 2D shapes.  

Drawing 3D shapes and their nets.  Calculating area & 

circumference of circles.  Calculating surface area and volume of 

prisms and cylinders.  Using Pythagoras' theorem; Real life 

graphs:  Plotting and interpreting proportional, financial, 

conversion and distance time graphs.  Interpreting curved graphs 

and working out rate of change of a graph. 

Assessments: An assessment once each unit of work has been 

completed; end of term assessment covering the work that has 

been studied since September. 

How can parents help? Ensure your child has the correct 

equipment such as a pencil, ruler, protractor, compass and their 

own scientific calculator. Homework is set on Hegarty every 

week, if your child is stuck with a task, ensure they watch the 

particular clip attached to the task, and take notes in their book. 

 

Science 

 

What are we studying this half term? (1) Biology - Fit and 
Healthy topic is completed and students start the respiration 
topic, (2) Chemistry - Atoms, Elements and Compounds is 
completed and students start looking at the Reactivity series of 
metals ,(3) Physics – Energy topic is completed and students start 
the Electricity topic. 
  
Assessments: Low stake quizzes and summative assessment. 
The summative assessment will test students on their knowledge 
of the fit and healthy topic - in particular food and digestion, 
elements and compounds and energy. This will take place in 
either w/b 15th November or 22nd November. Your child’s 
teacher will give the exact date via Teams. 
  
How can parents help? Ensure your child has the correct 
equipment such as a pencil, ruler and their own scientific 
calculator. The BBC KS3 bitesize is a useful resource for 
homework tasks and revision - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zng4d2p. 
  
It would be useful to have a KS3 Science revision guide to aid 
students in preparation for summative assessments - 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS3-SCIENCE-REVISION-LEVELS-
GUIDES/dp/B008MWXGFO 
  
 

History 

 

What are we studying this half term? Students will continue their study 

into Tudor England before finishing up with the Spanish Armada.  We 

will then move onto wider world societies such as the Aztecs. 

Assessment: Interpretations of the Aztecs 

How can parents help? Encouraging reading of history books and 

watching historical tv shows and documentaries. A day trip to Hampton 

Court would also be beneficial. 

 

Drama 

 

What are we studying this half term? This half term students will 
explore a topic of social response, where they gain a better 
understanding of challenges that people their age may face. This unit 
will look at peer pressure and road safety as well as a range of other 
topics.  

Assessment: Response to GCSE Drama exam style question  

How can parents help? Please ensure that your child completes all 
home learning and encourage conversation about the topics that we are 
studying in class. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zng4d2p
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS3-SCIENCE-REVISION-LEVELS-GUIDES/dp/B008MWXGFO
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS3-SCIENCE-REVISION-LEVELS-GUIDES/dp/B008MWXGFO


 

 

 

 

 

 

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics (RPE) 

 

What are we studying this half term? Students will be concluding 

their philosophical investigations watching the movie ‘The Truman 

Show’ and we will wrap our learning on ‘what is real?’ After the 

end of unit test we will start unit 2 which is an interesting 

exploration into Religion vs Science.  

 

 

Geography 

 

What are we studying this half term? Y8 students will explore the 

world’s changing population. Students will study population 

pyramids and how they can help us plan for the future. They will 

also look at the causes and impacts of migration.  Throughout this 

topic students will develop their enquiry and analysis skills.  

Assessments: An end of topic written assessment, short and long 

answer questions.  

How can parents help? Ensure your child has the correct 

equipment such as a pencil, ruler, glue, scissors and a green pen 

for peer and self-assessment. Read relevant books about 

migration, such as the graphic novel Illegal by Eoin Colfer, to see 

the adversities faced by migrants. Make sure the literacy sheet is 

fully completed and test students to confirm that they know the 

keywords and definitions. Make sure the revision notes for the 

assessment follow the guidance on the revision help sheet, to 

include definitions, diagrams, explanations and colours to help in 

learning the information. Testing students on the information on 

their revision pages helps build their confidence, that they can 

recall relevant information.   

PE 

 

What are we studying this half term? Skills, techniques and 

strategies are continuing to be built on from year 7 and Autumn 1. 

Students will rotate through the curriculum on a half term cycle, 

experiencing a different set of sports and activities from invasion 

games, net games, striking and fielding games, gymnastics and 

dance.  

Assessments: Students will be assessed throughout the practical 

blocks of work. 

How can parents help? Please ensure students complete home 

learning tasks on time and that they are organised with their full kit 

on PE days. 

Music 

 

What are we studying this half term? Year 8 students will be using 

the elements of music and devices such as dissonance and 

chromaticism to create different moods in music. This will extend 

the learning of major and minor keys studied in the first half term. 

Students will then compose a piece of music to accompany a scary 

story. 

Assessments: Students will perform their composition in pairs and 

will be assessed on their use of the elements of music, their 

performance skills, and the level of challenge within their piece. 

 How parents can help? Please ensure your child has a pen, pencil 

and their Music book in each lesson. Testing your child on key 

musical vocabulary and the elements of music will help them to 

memorise and use this language confidently. 

 

Assessments:  

 

How can parents help? 

 

 

French 

 
What are we studying this half term? Professions in the family; 

What people like or dislike about their jobs; Leisure activities and 

likes/dislikes; Invitations, meeting up and making excuses 

 

Assessments: A listening and reading comprehension  

How can parents help? Encourage your child to share what they 
have learnt in class, make a bank of flashcards to revise words and 
phrases, and then learn these words and phrases by testing 
themselves or by being tested at home. 

 

Art 

 

What are we studying this half term? Year 8 students are 

continuing to investigate a variety of 'Natural Forms' for this 

project. Artists such as Maggi Hambling, Georgia O'Keeffe and 

Yellena James inspire students to study, respond and analyse their 

artwork in written and visual forms. Students create their own 

triptych through experimenting with a variety of mixed media and 

painting techniques.  

How can parents help? Please ensure that your child completes all 

their Art & Design homework activities for this project. Gathering 

natural forms such a shells and pine cones may inspire students 

and encourage them to notice seasonal changes in the natural 

world. Drawing equipment and good quality colouring pencils will 

support students in completing their work in lesson and at home. 

 

 

Assessments:  

 

How can parents help? 

 



 

 

Computer Science 

 

What are we studying this half term? In Computer science year 8 

are finishing their unit of work studying python programming 

then they begin a unit looking at hardware and software used in 

computer systems 

Assessments: Mid November programming assessment. 

How can parents help? See if you can get them interested in the 

LinusTechTips YouTube channel. 

 

 
Design Technology 

 

Students try a variety of DT subjects over the course of year 8.  

DT workshop rotation: We will be looking into forces that act upon materials when we use the in products and polymer-based materials. 

We will manufacture a pen holder from acrylic and crate a small night light. We will be trained how to use the pillar drill, polishing 

machine, plastic heating equipment, the vacuum former and soldering irons. We will focus on finishing skills to create high quality 

products. We will also cover the concept of quality assurance, quality control and tolerance within manufacturing.  

Assessments: Students will be assessed on the Acrylic pen stand practical work which they have the opportunity to focus on quality. 

Students will be assessed on their small night light, in which their soldering skills and ability to construct a vacuum formed case will be the 

focus.  

How can parents help?  Take an interest in the project work and skills they are learning and discuss them. Help them look at products 

made from polymer materials and try and work out how they are made and constructed. 

Textile rotation: Students will use recycled fabrics or clothing to design a Puggly Mascot. Throughout the project, students will look at 

quality control, fabric construction, hand-sewing, machine stitching, embroidery, applique, seam allowance and templates. The Puggly 

mascot project will allow students to develop independence whilst using the sewing machine, as they will have to ensure that they have 

sewn in the correct places to construct the product accurately. This particular Textiles project will challenge their problem-solving skills 

and ability to work to a high quality.  

Assessments: Design sketches will be assessed as well as the practical outcome of the mascot itself.  

How can parents help? Discuss the project, look at existing mascots for a variety of events or teams. Help them to experiment or practice 

sewing skills at home. 

DT core skills/ Graphics rotation: students will be using analysis, enterprise and teamwork skills in order to design and make a prototype 

of a flat-pack product. In completing the project, students will look at sustainability and material management, developing an awareness 

of intellectual property, and will look at how products are assembled. They will also look at the importance of prototyping within the 

design process.  The project aims to develop students’ awareness of designing for a target audience, managing materials, prototyping and 

working with others.   

Assessments: Students will be assessed in the areas of Investigation (analysing flat-pack products and analysing their appropriateness for 

the fair), Designing (designing different products that could be sold) and Evaluating (evaluating the final product).   

How can parents help? Students will be designing a product for a real world situation, so discussing what customers might want from the 

products they buy would be useful. 

Spanish 

 
What are we studying this half term? Professions in the family; 

What people like or dislike about their jobs; Leisure activities and 

likes/dislikes; Invitations, meeting up and making excuses 

 

Assessments: A listening and reading comprehension  

How can parents help? Encourage your child to: share what they 
have learnt in class, make a bank of flashcards to revise words and 
phrases, and then learn these words and phrases by testing 
themselves or by being tested at home. 

 


