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English 

What are we studying this half term? In the run up to Christmas Year 9 

students will study a 19th Century novel – A Christmas Carol. We will 

explore Victorian Britain, the conditions of the poor, industrial cities, 

poverty and crime, the supernatural, and themes such as social 

injustice, redemption and forgiveness, family – and, of course – 

Christmas spirit. We’ll read the text examining Dickens’ message which 

is communicated through vibrant characters and a simple yet 

fascinating plot.   

Assessment: End of unit assessment which tests grammar, knowledge 

of literary/poetic techniques, reading and writing skills. 

How can parents help? Save the date! On Friday 3rd December the 

Quantum Theatre will be coming in to school to perform a stage 

adaptation of the novel to all students in year 9. To tie in with the 

careers department we will be doing some Q&A with the actors after 

the performance about careers in theatre. Please discuss all of this with 

your child.  

 

Maths 

What are we studying this half term? Higher tier students will be 

focusing mainly on Surds, Inequalities, Solving Equations and 

Sequences. Foundation tier students will be working on Decimals, 

Powers and Roots, and Factors and Multiples.  

Assessment: Students will continue to complete unit 

assessments at the end of each unit, so that we can effectively 

track their understanding. At the end of the autumn term they 

will sit an ‘end of term’ assessment which will include a mixture 

of the topics they have covered so far. 

How can parents help? Checking equipment (especially scientific 

calculators) is really important, and reminding them to complete 

their Hegarty Maths homework each week. Please encourage 

your child to start their homework as early as possible in the 

week so they are able to ask for help if they need it. 

 Science 

What are we studying this half term? (1) Biology -Inheritance 
topic is completed - variation, genes and chromosomes and 
selective breeding, (2) Chemistry -  Chemical reactions topic is 
completed (3) Physics – Forces topic is completed. 
After Christmas students will start their GCSE course in Science 
with Biology topic 1 – Cell Biology, Chemistry topic 1 - Atomic 
structure and the Periodic Table and Physics topic 1 - Energy 
  
Assessment: Low stake quizzes and summative assessment. 
The summative assessment will test students on their knowledge 
of inheritance, chemical reactions, forces plus topics studied in 
Year 7 and 8. These are cells, photosynthesis, elements and 
compounds This will take place in either w/b 15th November or 
22nd November. Your child’s teacher will give the exact date via 
Teams. 
  
How can parents help? Ensure your child has the correct 
equipment such as a pencil, ruler and their own scientific 
calculator. The BBC KS3 bitesize is a useful resource for 
homework tasks and revision - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zng4d2p.  
  
It would be useful to have a KS3 Science revision guide to aid 
students in preparation for summative assessments - 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS3-SCIENCE-REVISION-LEVELS-
GUIDES/dp/B008MWXGFO 

History 

What are we studying this half term? Students will begin their study 

into Days that Shook the World including 9/11, Aberfan, The Moon 

Landings, JFK to name a few 

Assessment: students will be preparing for their assessment on the 

Atomic Bomb - interpretations 

How can parents help? Encouraging students to watch historical tv 

shows and YouTube documentaries, talking about historical events that 

parents lived through would also be beneficial. 

 

 

Assessments:  

 

How can parents help? 

 

Drama 

What are we studying this half term? This half term students will 
develop their knowledge of theatre practitioners, exploring various 
theatrical styles and learning how to apply them practically to a 
performance. This unit directly links to the GCSE Drama specification 
and gives students an insight into their future studies. 

Assessment: Create a devised performance in their selected 
practitioner style. 

How can parents help? Please ensure your child completes their home 
learning on time and encourage them to research different practitioners 
that they will study. 

 

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics (RPE) 

What are we studying this half term? Students in Year 9 have 

had an excellent start to the GCSE course learning about Christian 

beliefs. After the end of unit test we will start our second GCSE 

module entitled ‘Peace and Conflict’. This module is an in-depth 

study of the ethics surrounding war and how peace can be 

achieved. If your child is struggling with the content the AQA 

GCSE revision guide is a great support. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zng4d2p
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS3-SCIENCE-REVISION-LEVELS-GUIDES/dp/B008MWXGFO
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS3-SCIENCE-REVISION-LEVELS-GUIDES/dp/B008MWXGFO


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography 

What are we studying this half term? Y9 students will study natural 
hazards across the globe. They will explore a range of hazards 
included earthquakes and volcanoes, the impact on people and the 
environment. Throughout this topic students will develop their 
decision making and critical thinking skills.  
 
Assessment: An end of topic written project.  
 
How can parents help? Ensure your child has the correct equipment 
such as a pencil, ruler, glue, scissors and a green pen for peer and 
self-assessment. Investigate relevant web cams to watch natural 
hazards as they happen, for example, 
https://www.skylinewebcams.com/en/webcam/espana/canarias/las-
palmas/cumbre-vieja.html.   
Make sure the literacy sheet is fully completed and test students to 
confirm that they know the keywords and definitions. Make sure the 
revision notes for the assessment follow the guidance on the revision 
help sheet, to include definitions, diagrams, explanations and colours 
to help in learning the information. Testing students on the 
information on their revision pages helps build their confidence, that 
they can recall relevant information.   
  

Music 

What are we studying this half term? Year 9 students will 

continue their work on jazz after half term, extended their 

understanding of chords, scales and improvisation. We will then 

be moving on to a keyboards and performance project, where 

learners will develop their keyboards skills and technique, their 

understanding of musical notation and their performing skills. 

Assessment: Students will perform a jazz piece in pairs 

demonstrating their learning and understanding of the skills 

developed this year.  

How parents can help? Please ensure your child has a pen, pencil 

and their Music book in each lesson. Testing your child on key 

musical vocabulary and the elements of music will help them to 

memorise and use this language confidently. 

French 

What are we studying this half term? Let’s go on holiday! 

Students learn how to express preferences for the type of 

transport, compare the facilities in hotels, describe a nightmare 

holiday (passé composé) and share their dreams for an ideal 

holiday (conditional tense).  

Assessments: A speaking assessment on Media (Autumn 1) and 

Holidays (Autumn 2) 

How can parents help? Share the importance of practising their 
speaking out loud so they lose any fear of speaking another 
language; encourage students to complete all preparation 
speaking tasks set as home learning. 

 

Art 

What are we studying this half term? Year 9 students are 

continuing to investigate the Day of the Dead festival and 

researching artists for their ‘Life & Death in Mexican Art’ project. 

Students will look at artists such a Frida Kahlo, Jose Posada and 

Alfonso Castillo Orta to inspire their own artwork for this project.   

How can parents help? Please ensure that your child completes 

all their Art & Design homework activities for this project. 

Drawing equipment and good quality colouring pencils will 

support students in completing their work in lesson and at home.  

PE 

What are we studying this half term? Through a range of team and 

individual sports students will continue to improve and develop not 

just their athletic ability but also learn valuable skills to take away 

such as teamwork, communication, leadership and sportsmanship.  

With each sport they will continue to develop more advanced skills, 

tactics and strategies.  

Assessment: Students will be assessed throughout the practical 

blocks of work. 

How can parents help? Please ensure students complete home 

learning tasks on time and that they are organised with their full kit 

on PE days. 

 

Assessments:  

 

How can parents help? 

 

Spanish 

What are we studying this half term? Let’s go on holiday! Students 

learn how to express preferences for the type of transport, compare 

the facilities in hotels, describe a nightmare holiday (preterite tense) 

and share their dreams for an ideal holiday (conditional tense).  

Assessments: A speaking assessment on Media (Autumn 1) and 

Holidays (Autumn 2) 

How can parents help? Share the importance of practising their 
speaking out loud so they lose any fear of speaking another 
language; encourage students to complete all preparation speaking 
tasks set as home learning. 

 

Computer Science 

What are we studying this half term? Year 9 are studying python 

programming this term looking at data structures, loops, 

functions and procedures. After this they will study a series of 

searching and sorting algorithms. 

Assessments: Mid November assessment on python 

programming 

How can parents help? Install Thonny on a home computer and 

use the CSNewbs website to complete some python tutorials. 

 

https://www.skylinewebcams.com/en/webcam/espana/canarias/las-palmas/cumbre-vieja.html
https://www.skylinewebcams.com/en/webcam/espana/canarias/las-palmas/cumbre-vieja.html
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Design Technology 

Students try a variety of DT subjects over the course of year 9.  

DT workshop rotation: Students will learn about metal materials. They will cut, drill, file and finish galvanised steel sheet into a desk tidy. 

They will learn about heat treatment and bending metals effectively, and also learn about casting metals and make a piece of pewter 

jewellery/key ring. They will also learn about mechanisms. The project aims to introduce students to practical skills relating to metal. The 

students will use a range of tools and equipment in order to create products made from metals.  

How can parents help?  Take an interest in the project work and skills they are learning and discuss them. Help them look at products 

made from metal materials and try and work out how they are made and constructed. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- 

Textiles rotation: Students will be advancing their decorative skills and design creativity by making a textile wall hanging based on an 

inspirational theme. It will include printing, embroidery and applique techniques. Students will be introduced to the method of working 

needed for the new Textile Design GCSE, planned for a September 2022 start.  

Assessments: The research task into the inspiration for the design will be assessed, as well as each decorative technique and the final 

construction.  

How can parents help? Discuss the project, look at existing textile designs that exist in your home and other places. Help them to 

experiment or practice sewing skills at home. 

 

DT core skills/graphics rotation: Students will be learning about what graphics is and how it is applied to different products. Students 

will then spend time researching colour theory and typography and looking at how graphic products are produced, before embarking on 

a series of Design Challenges that involve them designing graphic products.  The project aims to encourage students to consider how 

information is communicated, and what makes an effective graphic product, before giving them the chance to create some.   

Assessments: Students will be assessed in the areas of Investigation (analysing film posters), Designing (designing a graphic product), 

Making (producing a graphic product) and Evaluating (evaluating the effectiveness of the final product).   

How can parents help? Offering students feedback about the work that they are doing is always helpful as it enables students to reflect 

upon the effectiveness of their work. 

 


