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Exciting News
Brushstroke is proud to announce that we are now able to offer the BTEC Level 5 

Higher National Diploma (HND) in Performing Arts: Makeup.

After 31 years at Shepperton Studios we’re excited to announce that as planned, we 
have moved and expanded to much larger facilities at the famous Elstree Studios and 
Longcross Film Studios. This offers our students an exciting new place to train with 

great opportunities to build and further their careers. Our Elstree studio 
facilities are a quick 10-minute walk from Elstree and Borehamwood Station. The 
train service to Longcross studios brings you right to Brushstroke’s training facilities. 
In fact, you can see our training facilities from Longcross station with direct access 

from the platform turnstile of Longcross train station.

Are You Thinking of Going to College or University?

Brushstroke offers the most practical hours training available as well as 
industry standard certification (see students’ achievements). 

You don’t just learn the skills. You learn how to be in the working environment. You learn 
about being self-employed and all elements of the industry. 

 We’re open for visits including school holidays!

You can book a visit on www.brushstroke.co.uk 
or by calling us at 

Elstree Studios: 0208 324 2669

Longcross Film Studios: 01344 635522
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About Brushstroke

Welcome to Brushstroke Make-Up and 
Hair Academy at Elstree Studios and 
Longcross Film Studios. 

Brushstroke was the first ever make-up 
and hair academy to be based in a film 
studio. Having recognised early on the 
importance of learning in the right 
environment, our former home of 31 
years - Shepperton Studios gave students 
the opportunity to train in the same sur-
roundings as where many of the worlds 
most loved feature films have been made. 

We now continue our success from the 
famous Elstree Studios and Longcross 
Film studios. Elstree Film & TV Studio 
(our North London Academy) is widely 
regarded as London’s No.1 Studio. Our 
academy is in the Maxwell Building, 
which is situated in the heart of the stu-
dio where many popular productions are 
produced. 

Since 1926, Elstree Studios has been 
home to some of most successful films 
and television shows. Over the years, 
thousands of famous productions have 
been made here (too many to list) but 
mentioning a few: The Indiana Jones and 
Star Wars trilogies; Roger Rabbit; Saving 
Private Ryan; Big Brother; Paddington; 
The Voice; Strictly Come Dancing; East-
Enders; The Chase; Celebrity Juice; Room 
101, The Crown and Little Mix - The 
Search.

Our private training academy at 
Longcross Studios is set within our own 

and much larger self-contained building. 
Longcross (our South London Academy) 
has the largest film studio space in the 
UK and Europe, including a backlot with 
over 200 acres.

Longcross Film Studios is famous for 
many blockbusters some of which are: 
Killing Eve 3, War Horse; Alice in won-
derland; Aladdin; James Bond- Sky Fall 
and the ever-popular TV series Call the 
Midwife. Most recently, Death on the 
Nile (2020) and Dr Strange in the Multi-
verse of Madness (2021).   

Having facilities in both South and North 
London opens a wide set of opportuni-
ties for our Brushstroke trained make-up 
artists, many of our graduates having 
worked on the productions listed above. 

We are the make-up and hair school of 
choice for students seeking professional 
training that inspires and prepares them 
for a career in the exciting world of film, 
TV, stage and fashion. We’re highly re-
garded by the industry, having trained 
many professional make-up and hair art-
ists now working in various creative roles 
around the world  (See students achieve-
ments).

We’re celebrating 31 years as the leading 
make-up and hair school and continue 
to be the standard-setter for proper in-
dustry-ready training. Indeed, we are 
flattered that so many schools and organ-
isations use Brushstroke as the blueprint 
for their own set up.
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Getting To Our Studios

Getting To Longcross Studios

There is direct access into the studios from 
the platform of Longcross train station 
(South West Trains) - 46 minutes from 
London Waterloo and 34 minutes from 
Reading Train Station. It’s a 30 second 
walk to the school. There is direct access 
from the platform turnstile of Longcross 
train station. Longcross Studios is easily 
accessible from London and surrounding 
areas with access from the M3, M25 and 
A roads. There is ample free car parking 
within the studios.

* Please see our website for travel and park-
ing information to both studios 

Getting To Elstree Studios

Elstree Studios is a 10-minute walk from 
Elstree & Borehamwood train station 
(Thameslink). There’s a fast service from 
central London (Farringdon and Kings 
Cross) to Elstree and Borehamwood 
Station and excellent motorway links to 
the international airports Heathrow, 
Gatwick, Stanstead and Luton along with 
the local airfield at Elstree. 



The Brushstroke Blueprint

Our aim at Brushstroke is clear and 
straightforward: understanding and 
meeting the needs of our students and 
the industry. This gives us a clear focus 
on how we shape the business:

We enable our students to experience life 
right in the heart of the busy working 
world of entertainment. So, on their first 
day as fully qualified make-up artists they 
know what to expect when they walk on-
set. Equally important the rest of the crew 
can have confidence in their abilities. 

Our purpose-built facilities at Longcross 
and Elstree Studios are the largest in the 
UK and Europe, incorporating make-up 
studios and storerooms (to house our 
65,000 wigs within both studios). This 
enables us to train and properly prepare 
our students for the constantly develop-
ing needs of the creative industries. The 
facilities in both studios are open and 
spacious - balancing a structured educa-
tional format with relaxed, friendly learn-
ing. 

Brushstroke tutors are specialists in their 
subjects and highly sought-after artists 
in their own right, inspiring our students 
with their creative and technical skills, 
hands-on, practical training in make-up 
and hair, as well as business-related guid-
ance and where possible offer work place-
ments. We’re also fortunate that so many 
of our tutors have international experi-
ence (and foreign language skills) helping 
our students gain a wider perspective of 
the industry.
We chose to structure our full time make-

up and hair courses towards BTEC, ITEC 
and VTCT because we know these are 
useful vocational qualifications for all age 
groups: school and college leavers moving 
onto further education, those with young 
families needing a term-time schedule, 
mature people wanting the reassurance 
of professional training for a new career. 
These courses range from 7 months to 
2 years with the option to stay on for a 
third year of Hairdressing and Barber-
ing, or the HND Level 5. Our courses are 
designed to suit different career plans, 
and the syllabus can even accommodate 
students taking time off to re-sit school 
exams or for work placements through 
Brushstroke. 

Our 2 Year Make-Up and Hair: BTEC, 
Level 3 Diploma (with the option to take 
the ITEC) is the most popular because 
it offers an intensity of training over a 
practical period of time. In comparison 
to university courses of a similar nature 
our students gain more hours of hands 
on training each week. This course is run 
from both studios.

Facilitating the very highest level of stu-
dent achievement and continuing to be 
a key provider of core training courses 
in make-up and hair is very important 
to us. Each course is carefully designed 
in consultation with make-up designers 
and artists across film, TV and fashion to 
ensure they remain relevant and continue 
to offer valuable training. 
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In addition to the most comprehensive 
and hands-on training working on each 
other in make-up and hair techniques, 
our industry-ready approach includes 
practical help and guidance. For example, 
business-focused modules (e.g. manag-
ing tax and accounts), portfolio and CV 
development, and personal presentation 
guidance. Contracted work opportunities 
often arise through our tutors and many 
industry contacts, enabling students to not 

only test their developing skills but also 
put our training into the context of real, 
on-set scenarios. 

The welfare of all our students (past and 
present) is very important to us and we are 
always on hand to offer help. For example, 
we make provisions for people with specif-
ic learning difficulties, such as dyslexia. We 
also offer ongoing support to every student 
once they have finished their course.
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Ongoing Support

Ongoing support is provided to all our 
graduates, which enables them to refresh 
skills on any of our sessions at no addi-
tional charge from our south or north 
London studio locations. 

This life-long connection to Brushstroke 
is particularly important to our BTEC, 
ITEC, VTCT and HND students who 

make a real commitment to develop-
ing their professional make-up and hair 
careers. Once a student has completed 
one of these courses, we follow-up and 
offer further guidance to help them stay 
motivated and focused on finding the 
right job to suit their skills. After all, once 
a Brushstroke make-up artist, always a 
Brushstroke make-up artist.
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The continued expansion of the film, TV, 
stage and fashion industry is welcome 
news indeed and the UK plays its own 
leading role in this success. The career op-
portunities in this thrilling and glamorous 
world are varied, especially for make-up 
and hair professionals. 

The emphasis is upon professional train-
ing, however. This is a competitive indus-
try and the poorly trained will find it hard 
to get a foothold.

These days, make-up artists are required to 
be competent in both modern and period 
make-up, and hairdressing. Brushstroke 
courses are structured to equip our stu-
dents with these highly sought-after skills 
so that they can go on to work in film, TV, 

stage, opera, fashion, commercials, music 
and corporate videos.

Titles may vary but, generally, there are 3 
main make-up and hair roles:

1. Trainee/assistant
2. Artist/senior artist
3. Designer/chief 

Depending upon the production, and 
therefore budget, the make-up and hair 
departments may be combined and led by 
a single designer or separate entities head-
ed up by senior specialists in make-up and 
hair.

Working in Film, TV, Stage and Fashion
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Elstree Studios: North London Academy  
provides:

• Large make-up studio with computer access
• Photographic studio with high definition (HD) 
camera, various backdrops and lighting options
• Stock room complete with wigs, training heads 
and equipment 
• Admin office and kitchen facilities
• On-site studio canteen 
• 10-minute walk from Elstree & Borehamwood 
train station (Thameslink Railway)
• Please see our website for travel information to 
both studios 

Our equipment and materials are constantly 
evolving in line with the needs of the industry 
and its continued advancement

The world of Brushstroke is spacious, airy and 
offers a professional training environment 
balanced with the kind of buzz that being in the 
midst of the performing arts inspires. 

Parking:

Students have the option to purchase short term 
or long term parking permits at Tesco www.
yourparkingspace.co.uk which is next door to 
Elstree studios this is only a 2 minute walk away. 
Also, there is free daily parking for up to 3 hours.

Hotels and Accommodation:

You can book hotels and accommodation on the 
following websites:
       
• Airbnb
• The Premier Inn
• Ibis 
• DoubleTree by Hilton
• Travel Lodge
• Spareroom.com

Brushstroke Make-Up & Hair Academy Facilities
Elstree Film & Television Studios
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Brushstroke Make-Up & Hair Academy Facilities
Longcross Film Studios

Brushstroke Make-Up and Hair Academy is lo-
cated within Longcross Film Studios (our South 
London Academy) and 
Elstree Studios (our North London Academy) 
complex. We also have a third administration 
office at the nearby Pinewood Studios.

All our students benefit from our purpose-built 
facilities which are the largest in the UK and 
Europe, incorporating studios, workshops and 
storerooms:

Longcross Film Studios: South London Academy 
provides:

• Self-contained building 
• Large make-up studios with multiple computer 
access
• Photographic studio with high definition (HD) 
camera, various backdrops and lighting options
• Stock room complete with wigs, training heads 
and equipment 
• Main admin office, reception and kitchen facil-
ities
• Free Parking and direct access into the studi-
os from the platform of Longcross train station 
(South Western Railway) it’s a 30 second walk to 
the school.
• London Waterloo to Longcross Station in 46 
minutes with direct access from the platform 
turnstile
• Reading Station to Longcross  Station 34 min-
utes
• On-site studio canteen 
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Brushstroke Make-Up & Hair Academy Facilities



Brushstroke is an approved training provider for BTEC, ITEC, VTCT and HND qualifi-
cations. These nationally recognised qualifications (ITEC is also internationally approved) 
equip students with the specialist knowledge, practical skills and understanding they need 

to progress as make-up and hair artists in the film, TV, stage and fashion industry.  

Your choice of Brushstroke BTEC, ITEC, VTCT and HND Courses

2 Year Make-up and Hair Academy Course
BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Productions Arts: Make-Up

ITEC Level 3 Diploma in Fashion, Theatre and Media Make-Up (optional)

1 Year Hairdressing and Barbering Course
VTCT Level 2 Diploma in Women’s and Men’s Hairdressing 

HND Makeup & Hair Course
HND Level 5 in Performing Arts: Makeup

7 Month Make-up and Hair Course 
ITEC Level 3 Diploma in Fashion, Theatre and Media Make-Up
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BTEC Nationals - Level 3 Diploma

BTEC Nationals are the equivalent to 
A Levels and are the most widely-rec-
ognised qualification for admission to 
higher education. 

BTECs have the highest rates of learner 
progression as a vocational qualification. 
(Source: Department for Business, Inno-
vation & Skills report on Social Mobility: 
Contribution of Further Education and 
Skills).

Our BTEC courses comes under the cate-
gory of Production Arts (Make-Up).

Brushstroke Entry Requirements

Students wishing to enrol on a Brush-
stroke BTEC, ITEC or VTCT course need 
to have a passion for enhancing, trans-
forming a person into a character and 
wanting to learn how to use a combina-
tion of traditional and modern make-up 
and hair techniques, materials and equip-
ment. We are looking for a real desire and 
commitment to reach the very highest 
standards in make-up and/or hair skills. 
Such students are best placed to take 
the maximum advantage of our training 
which will turn them into professional 
artists ready to make their mark in the 
industry - be it film, TV, stage, fashion or 
general media (advertising, video, etc). 
See student’s achievements. 

GCSE Re-Takes

The British Government requires all 16-
year olds to achieve at least grade 4 in 
their GCSE maths and English, or retake 
them (up until age 18). However, don’t let 
the need to re-take your GCSE English 
or maths delay your dream of becoming 
a professional make-up and hair artist.  
You can enrol on one of our BTEC, ITEC 
or VTCT courses and re-take your GCSE 
exams at the same time.

Typically, students studying and re-taking 
their GCSEs, spend around 2 hours, per 
subject a week and we ensure that they 
are able to catch up on any Brushstroke 
classes missed during this period. Some 
colleges even offer evening classes over a 
29-week period. Please note- we do not 
run GCSE courses. Should you need to 
retake an exam you will need to enrol at a 
local college

Assessment 

Students complete a range of assign-
ments, case studies and practical activi-
ties, as well as a portfolio of evidence, to 
show the work they have completed. They 
are assessed by Brushstroke assessors and 
tutors on site at the school within Elstree 
Studios and Longcross. 
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ITEC is a qualification recognised in over 
38 countries. It gives students the neces-
sary specialist knowledge, practical skills 
and understanding to progress as make-
up and hair artists in the film, TV, stage 
and fashion industry. 

ITEC qualifications are well known and 
recognised by employers around the 
world for the high standards of training 
and employability. 

Please note: you will need to contact the 
Visa Branch of the Embassy of the coun-
try where you wish to travel to, in order 
to establish the criteria required to work 

in your chosen country.

Our ITEC courses come under the cate-
gory of Fashion, Theatre & Media Make-
up.

Assessment 

Students are required to build two portfo-
lios which include a range of case studies 
and total looks. The final examination 
comprises of an online multiple-choice 
theory test and a practical assessment 
which is assessed by an external examin-
er. 

ITEC - Level 3 Diploma
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Brushstroke is proud to announce that 
we are now able to offer the BTEC Level 
5 Higher National Diploma (HND) in 
Performing Arts- Make-up. 

This course is an optional 1-year 
extension of the 2-Year BTEC Make-up & 
Hair Course. This is equivalent to the first 
and second years of a university degree.

Throughout the 2 Year BTEC Make-up 
and Hair Course it is essential that stu-
dents complete the required core units to 
achieve their Level 3 and Level 4 before 
progressing onto the third year of the 
HND Level 5.

For those of our students wishing to con-
tinue onto the HND Level 5, we require 
enrolment at the end of the first year, as 
extra work will need to be undertaken 
in the second year of the two year BTEC 
course. 

Taught by industry professionals, this 
unit-based course incorporates a range of 
theory and practical classes and focuses 
on topics such as Professional Develop-
ment, Production Communication, and 
Stage Craft. In addition, there will be 
elements of independent learning such as 
research, coursework, portfolio work and 
assessment preparation.

Internal assessment is carried out over 
the duration of the course ensuring a 
manageable student workload. 

For those who have already competed a 
BTEC Level 3 or A-Levels, this course can 
be taken as a standalone course. 

More detailed information about this 
course will follow soon, however in the 
meantime please contact us to register 
your interest. 

HND - Level 5 Diploma 
Performing Arts: Make-up





Useful Background Research

BTEC
For more information on the BTEC Na-
tionals view this link.  For more informa-
tion on the specific BTEC qualification 
that Brushstroke offers see this link.

ITEC
For more information on the specific 
ITEC qualification that Brushstroke offers 
visit this site. 

HND
For more information on the HND 
(Higher National Diploma) in Perform-
ing Arts qualification please visit this site. 

VTCT
For more information on the VTCT 
Level 2 please visit this link.

UCAS 
An independent charity, UCAS (link 
here) supports young people making 
choices after their GCSEs, as well as those 
applying for undergraduate and post-
graduate courses. It provides information, 
advice and admissions services to inspire 
and facilitate the educational progression.

UK Government
For more information on UK qualifica-
tion levels see this site.
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We’ve created courses to meet the de-
mands of the industry and designed them 
around the needs of our students. 

As well as updating and developing the 
content of all our courses on an individ-
ual basis, we also introduce new topics in 
line with the prevailing focus of the film, 
TV, stage and fashion business. 
 
Benefits of Training at Brushstroke

The courses represent a 360 approach to 
training: 

• Industry-centric training - hands-on 
makeup artist training, with cutting edge 
industry techniques.
• Training by specialist tutors – Our 
tutors are all professional makeup artists 
and stylists working in TV, film, fashion 
and theatre.  
• Free Makeup and Hair Kit - At the very 
beginning of our BTEC and ITEC cours-
es, we give our students their own Brush-
stroke Student Make-Up and Hair Kit, 
equipping them right from the start, for 
a future as professionals in the film, TV 
and fashion industries.
• Practical business topics in preparation 
for the students managing their working 
lives
• Development of Portfolios and CVs, 
and personal presentation guidance.
• Spacious, purpose-built facilities within 
the working environment of Longcross 
Film Studios and Elstree Film & TV Stu-
dios with a renowned collection of 65,000 
wigs and hairpieces accessible within 

both studios. 
• Conveniently located student accom-
modation - every property is comfortably 
furnished and well maintained. The prop-
erty is managed by Oasis Estate Agents. 
• Contracts for paid work when the op-
portunities arise.

We’re very fortunate in having tutors 
who are able to offer our students paid 
work on real projects in film, TV, stage 
and fashion, etc. There’s no doubt that 
this increases the already high employ-
ment prospects of Brushstroke stu-
dents. See student’s achievements

As we are located at both Longcross Film 
Studios (South London Academy) and 
Elstree Studios (North London Acade-
my) you can study at your chosen studio, 
although the Brushstroke after care sup-
port will always be offered to you at either 
of the locations. This ensures familiarity 
and experience of different working stu-
dio environments. Both studios are easily 
accessible by car and from mainline train 
stations.  

Overview

Brushstroke’s 2 year, BTEC, Full Time 
Make-Up and Hair Course gives you the 
best training out of all our courses. Inten-
sive hands on training towards a relevant, 
professional qualification and for a period 
of just 6 terms. This 2year course offers 
in-depth training (including opportuni-
ties to practise variations in types of look) 
in an excellent balance of subjects 

Benefits of Training At Brushstroke



Additional Equipment

At the beginning of the 2 year and 7-month 
Make-Up and Hair Courses, we give all our 
students their own Brushstroke Student 
Make-Up and Hair Kit - equipping them, 
right from the start, for a future as profes-
sionals in the film, TV, stage and fashion 
industry. There is also an Additional Equip-
ment list (heated rollers, training heads, 
etc) which we require each student to buy 
separately.

Students studying on our short courses will 
need to purchase basic equipment however; 
we do supply all consumables and manda-
tory equipment. 

Fees and Costs

The course details that follow include the 
total fee and an indication of any additional 
costs so that you have a complete financial 
picture. Brushstroke is a private training 
school and is not financially support by the 
government.

Payment of fees can be made by the follow-
ing methods: Bacs, cheque, bankers draft 
and debit/credit card

Please note: Deposit payments are non-re-
fundable or transferable. Any alteration to 
payment plans is at the discretion of Brush-
stroke 

Financial Assistance

We are currently investigating funding 
options but, in the meantime, you may find 
BAFTA http://www.bafta.org/support-
ing-talent/scholarships/uk-programme 
Screenskills https://www.screenskills.com/
opportunities/bursaries/ and the Prince’s 
Trust https://www.princes-trust.org.uk/
help-for-young-people/get-funding-train-
learn worth pursuing.
For further information on financial as-
sistance to support your learning, please 
visit https://www.gov.uk/student-finance or 
contact the National Careers Service on 
0800 100 900. 

Benefits of Training At Brushstroke
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Diploma Course Dates and Fees 2022

2 Year Make-up and Hair 
(BTEC Level 3 Diploma)

Elstree Studios: 26 September 2022 to 04 July 2024
Longcross Studios: 03 October 2022 to 11 July 2024

Deposit: £2,000 
Fees: Deposit + 6 termly payments of £4,000

1 Year Women and Men’s 
Hairdressing, Barbering and Colouring 

(VTCT Level 2 Diploma)

Elstree Studios: 26 September 2022 to 6 July 2023
Longcross Studios: 03 October 2022 to 13 July 2023

Deposit: £1,500 
Fees: Deposit + 3 termly payments of £2,500 

HND Make-up and Hair
(HND Level 5 Diploma)

Elstree Studios: 26 September 2022 to 06 July 2023
Longcross Studios: 03 October 2022 to 13 July 2023

Deposit: £2,000 
Fees: Deposit + 3 termly payments of £3,000 

7 Month Make-up and Hair 
(ITEC Level 3 Diploma) 

Elstree Studios: 07 February 2022 to 18 August 2022 
or 10 October 2022 to 11 May 2023

Longcross Studios: 12 September 2022 to 27 April 2023 

Deposit: £2,500 
Fees: Deposit + 4 instalments  of £2,000 

* Note: The deposit forms part of the total course fee
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Diploma Course Dates and Fees 2023
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* Note: The deposit forms part of the total course fees

For course dates not listed please contact our head office 01344 635522 or visit our website 
www.brushstroke.co.uk

2 Year Make-up and Hair 
(BTEC Level 3 Diploma)

Elstree Studios: 25 September 2023 to 03 July 2025
Longcross Studios: 02 October 2023 to 10 July 2025

Deposit: £2,000 
Fees: Deposit + 6 termly payments of £4,000

1 Year Women and Men’s 
Hairdressing, Barbering and Colouring 

(VTCT Level 2 Diploma)

Elstree Studios: 25 September 2023 to 04 July 2024
Longcross Studios: 02 October 2023 to 11 July 2024

Deposit: £1,500 
Fees: Deposit + 3 termly payments of £2,500 

HND Make-up and Hair
(HND Level 5 Diploma)

Elstree Studios: 25 September 2023 to 04 July 2024
Longcross Studios: 02 October 2023 to 11 July 2024

Deposit: £2,000 
Fees: Deposit + 3 termly payments of £3,000

7 Month Make-up and Hair 
(ITEC Level 3 Diploma) 

Elstree Studios: 09 October 2023 to 09 May 2024
Longcross Studios: 18 September 2023 to 18 April 2024

Deposit: £2,500
Fees: Deposit + 4 instalments of £2,000 



2 Year 
Make-Up and 

Hair
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The 2 Year Make-Makeup and Hair BTEC/
ITEC diploma is elegible for a BAFTA 

scholarship with thorough training for film, 
TV, stage and fashion.

Brushstroke is now in collaboration 
with the BBC encouraging diversity 
within the make-up and television 

industry through a training scheme.



2 Year Makeup and Hair 
Btec, Level 3 Diploma

Overview
Brushstroke’s 2 year, BTEC, Full Time Make-Up 
and Hair Course really gives students the best 
training out of all our courses. Intensive hands 
on training towards a relevant, professional 
qualification and for a period of just 6 terms. 
This 2-year course offers in-depth training (in-
cluding opportunities to practise variations in 
types of look) in an excellent balance of subjects 
ranging from HD TV and fashion techniques, 
to sculptural prosthetics. This is a 100% indus-
try-relevant course for those students seeking to 
enter the profession as properly trained make-
up and hair artists for film, TV, stage, fashion, 
video and advertising. 

Being situated at both Longcross Film Studi-
os (our South London Academy) and Elstree 
Studios (our North London Academy) you can 
study at your chosen studio and the Brushstroke 
after care support will always be offered to you 
at either of our locations. This ensures familiar-
ity and experience of different working studio 
environments. 

Students studying on this 2-year course also 
have the option to work towards their ITEC 
Level 3 Diploma in Fashion, Theatre and Me-
dia Make-up.

Syllabus
This is an outline of the syllabus only. Students 
receive the confirmation of their schedule of 
work on a term-by-term basis. This allows us to 
remain up to date with our training and able to 
accommodate last minute initiatives and rele-
vant tutor bookings. Please note, for the benefit 
of our students the order in which these terms 
are taught is also subject to change.
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Term 1: Make-Up for Film, TV and 
Theatre 

• • Health & Safety and hygiene practices in the Health & Safety and hygiene practices in the 
make-up room make-up room 

• • Studio Etiquette and Professionalism Studio Etiquette and Professionalism 
• • Anatomy and skincareAnatomy and skincare
• • Product, tools and equipment knowledgeProduct, tools and equipment knowledge
• • Basic and contemporary make-up techniques for Basic and contemporary make-up techniques for 

all aspects of film, television and theatreall aspects of film, television and theatre
• • Period Make-up- focusing on a variety of Period Make-up- focusing on a variety of 

iconic looks throughout the ages from Egyptian iconic looks throughout the ages from Egyptian 
through to the 20th Centurythrough to the 20th Century

• • Simple Make-up Special Effects (advance SFX Simple Make-up Special Effects (advance SFX 
on terms 3 and 5) on terms 3 and 5) 

• • Make-up for supporting artists and crowd room Make-up for supporting artists and crowd room 
scenes scenes 

• • Timed and fast track make-upsTimed and fast track make-ups
• • Practical assessmentsPractical assessments

Year 1
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Term 2: Hair Styling for Film, TV and 
Theatre 

• • Health & Safety, electrical hair appliances for Health & Safety, electrical hair appliances for 
hairdressing hairdressing 

• • Product, tools and equipment knowledgeProduct, tools and equipment knowledge
• • Working with real hair lace and acrylic wigs and Working with real hair lace and acrylic wigs and 

hairpieces from our wig departmenthairpieces from our wig department
• • Basic hairstyling techniques using real hair, Basic hairstyling techniques using real hair, 

training heads and wigstraining heads and wigs
• • Period Hairstyling- focusing on a variety Period Hairstyling- focusing on a variety 

of iconic looks throughout the ages from of iconic looks throughout the ages from 
Egyptian through to the 20th Century using Egyptian through to the 20th Century using 
real hair, training heads and a range of wigs and real hair, training heads and a range of wigs and 
hairpieces hairpieces 

• • Men’s grooming for film, TV, stage and fashionMen’s grooming for film, TV, stage and fashion
• • Wig making skills: students will learn how to Wig making skills: students will learn how to 

knot a piece of facial hair, apply and dress a knot a piece of facial hair, apply and dress a 
moustache, measure for wig fittings and create moustache, measure for wig fittings and create 
cling film head wrapscling film head wraps

• • Attaching microphones to wigsAttaching microphones to wigs
• • Practical assessmentsPractical assessments

Year 1

Page 29



Term 3: Make-up and Hair for 
Film, TV and Theatre 

During this term, students combine the make-
up and hair skills previously learnt on terms 1 
and 2. 

• • Combined contemporary make-up and Combined contemporary make-up and 
hair looks for all aspects of film, TV and hair looks for all aspects of film, TV and 
theatre theatre 

• • Combined period make-up and hair Combined period make-up and hair 
looks for film and TVlooks for film and TV

• • SFX make-up- using a range of products SFX make-up- using a range of products 
and techniques to create realistic and techniques to create realistic 
individual casualties, larger wounds and individual casualties, larger wounds and 
effects effects 

• • Theoretical business aspect of being Theoretical business aspect of being 
a make-up and hair artist: continuity, a make-up and hair artist: continuity, 
schedules and call times, script break-schedules and call times, script break-
downs and budgeting; the importance of downs and budgeting; the importance of 
etiquette and effective communication etiquette and effective communication 
with their clients (actors, celebrities, with their clients (actors, celebrities, 
models, presenters, TV guests); models, presenters, TV guests); 
introduction to employment topics introduction to employment topics 
such as insurance, tax, networking, self-such as insurance, tax, networking, self-
promotion and generally obtaining work promotion and generally obtaining work 

• • Personal portfolio developmentPersonal portfolio development
• • Practical assessments Practical assessments 

 

Year 1
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Term 4: Advanced Fashion Make-
up and Hair

Students develop the make-up and hair skills 
learnt during terms 1- 3, to create advanced high 
fashion looks for use in photographic, editorial, 
catwalk and celebrity work. 

• • Advanced make-up and hair techniques Advanced make-up and hair techniques 
working with different eye shapes and bone working with different eye shapes and bone 
structures structures 

• • Contemporary stylised period make-up and Contemporary stylised period make-up and 
hair techniqueshair techniques

• • Session styling and advanced hair styling Session styling and advanced hair styling 
techniquestechniques

• • Smokey eyes: working with different shapes Smokey eyes: working with different shapes 
and coloursand colours

• • Make-up for upcoming seasons and latest Make-up for upcoming seasons and latest 
fashion trendsfashion trends

• • Bridal make-up- classic and contemporary Bridal make-up- classic and contemporary 
for photographic and catwalk showsfor photographic and catwalk shows

• • Red carpet and celebrity make-upRed carpet and celebrity make-up
• • Glamour make-up for photographic, Glamour make-up for photographic, 

editorial and catwalkeditorial and catwalk
• • Bronzed sun kissed make-up looksBronzed sun kissed make-up looks
• • Androgynous looksAndrogynous looks
• • Matte, gloss and wet make-upMatte, gloss and wet make-up
• • Neon make-up for use under UV lightNeon make-up for use under UV light
• • Avant-garde make-upAvant-garde make-up
• • Metallic make-upMetallic make-up
• • Futuristic make-upFuturistic make-up
• • Working with gold and silver leafWorking with gold and silver leaf
• • Working with diamantes and feathersWorking with diamantes and feathers
• • Male make-up and groomingMale make-up and grooming
• • Tattoos: creating and coveringTattoos: creating and covering
• • Personal fashion portfolio developmentPersonal fashion portfolio development
• • Practical AssesmentPractical Assesment

Year 2
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Term 5: Hairdressing and Barber-
ing / Airbrushing /
Hair extensions

Students during this term have practical assess-
ments. Essential Hairdressing and Barbering 
Skills

• Product, tools and equipment knowledge
• Terminology, geometry, methodology
• Demonstrations and Workshops on live 

models 
• Basic cutting skills for ladies long and 

short hair
• Basic barbering using thinning scissors, 

clippers and trimmers
• Blow-drying and finishing techniques

Hair Extension Techniques 

• Applying hair extensions using various 
modern methods and techniques

Airbrushing and Editorial Techniques

• Maintenance and cleaning of compressor 
and spray brush 

• Spray brush control and technique 
including full make-up application

• Colour matching, highlighting, 
contouring, concealing and correcting

Year 2
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Term 6: Advanced SFX Make-Up 
and Prosthetics

It is only on 2 year course where students expand 
their knowledge, learning advance techniques of 
direct applied SFX and prosthetic make-up. 
Students during this term have practical assess-
ments 

• Advance SFX make-up techniques using a 
range of specialist products

• Life casting
• Sculpting
• Gelatine, foam and/or silicone runs and Pro 

Bondo
• Preparing moulds and working with flat 

moulds 
• Bald caps: making, colouring, application 

and removal (including pre-made)
• Application and removal of prosthetic 

pieces for 3D character make-up 
• Airbrushing prosthetic pieces

COURSE CHECKLIST

Qualification: BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Produc-
tion Arts (Make-Up)
Duration: 2 years
Training times: Monday-Thursday, 10.30-16.00
Fees: Deposit: £2,000 followed by 6 termly pay-
ments of £4,000. 
Included: Brushstroke Make-Up and Hair Kit
Excluded: Exam fee, photographer’s fee (portfolio), 
additional equipment (see list)

Year 2
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1 Year 
Diploma 

Women & Men’s
Hairdressing 

VTCT Level 2 
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Brushstroke is now in collaboration 
with the BBC encouraging diversity 
within the make-up and television 

industry through a training scheme.



1 Year Diploma Women & Men’s Hairdressing 
VTCT Level 2

Our 1 Year, VTCT (Level 2 Diploma), 
full time Women’s and Men’s Hairdress-
ing Course trains students in a highly 
sought-after skillset. The course is taught by 
specialist tutors. A unit-based qualification 
with recommended guided learning hours 
for each module. Students will be assessed 
for each section of the course and are re-
quired to build a portfolio of work and sit 
online theory exams. 

As with all our courses, Brushstroke’s Hair-
dressing and Barbering Course mirrors the 
needs of the industry, which currently is 
crying out for properly trained hair special-
ists. Over the year, students on this course 
benefit from the comprehensive knowledge 
of tutors steeped in hairdressing and bar-
bering. They leave with skills invaluable to 
them as superior stylists in hair salons as 
well as the film, theatre and TV industry. 

The 1 year course comprises the 3rd year on 
the 2 Year Make-Up & Hair BTEC (Level 
3 Diploma) for students wishing to further 
their skills in hairdressing. 

Top Brand Masterclasses
From time to time we invite high profile 
hair care brands (Wella) to hold seminars 
and masterclasses for our students enabling 
them to develop their professional skills and 
knowledge. Details will be available at the 
beginning of the relevant term.

Models
In order to get a better understanding of 
working on real people’s hair, we recom-
mend students practise on models (in addi-
tion to training heads). Students can enlist 
family members and friends, or we can 
assist them in finding local people. 

Syllabus
This is an outline of the syllabus only. Stu-
dents receive the confirmation of their 
schedule of work on a term-by-term basis. 
This allows us to remain up to date with our 
training and able to accommodate last min-
ute initiatives and relevant tutor bookings. 
Please note, for the benefit of our students 
the order in which these terms are taught is 
also subject to change.
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Term 1:

Follow health and safety practice in the salon: 
 

• Health and Safety
• Control of Substances Hazardous to Health 

(COSHH)
• Hazards, risks and safety procedures
• Sterilisation of equipment
• Codes of practice
• Personal hygiene and infection control

 
Client Consultation for hair services 
 

• Communication and confidentiality
• Data Protection and client records
• Sensitivity and strand tests
• Contraindications
• Understanding different and basic structures of 

skin and hair
• Hair growth cycle and Healthy Hair
• Ongoing support Advice

 
Shampoo and Condition the hair and scalp 
 

• Selection and application of shampoo and 
conditioners

• Understanding conditions and how to treat scalp 
and hair

• Managing water flow and temperature
• Massage techniques

 

1 Year Hairdressing, Barbering & Colouring
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Cut Women’s Hair

• Short one length and layered
• Long one length and layered
• Bob one length and graduated bob
• Graduation techniques
• Round layers
• Cutting hair with and without fringe

Term 2:
 
Colour and Lighten hair
 

• Tools, equipment, products and techniques 
used for colouring and lightening

• Application and techniques for highlights, 
low lights, tinting techniques

• Understanding natural hair pigments
• High lighting and low lighting
• Semi-permanent tints and colour
• Permanent tints
• Temporary rinses

 
Perm and Neutralise Hair
 

• Understanding the tools, equipment, 
techniques required for perming and 
neutralising hair

• Acid and Alkaline perms
• Heat and cold wave perms
• Cutting and the effect of perm
• How to avoid perming problems such as too 

loose and too tight

1 Year Hairdressing, Barbering & Colouring
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Term 2 continued...

The Art of Dressing Hair

• Understand the tools, equipment, 
products and techniques to set and 
dress hair

• Simple to long hair dressing
• Blow drying Techniques
• For long and short styles
• Smooth blow-dry
• Bouncy blow-dry
• Velcro sets
• Pin curl sets
• Root lifts

• Flicks
• Combing and detangling
• Brushing
• Back combing
• Teasing
• Pleating
• Plaiting
• Effects of humidity on hair
• Effects of weather on hair
• Effects of general health and lifestyle
• Hair breakages
• Use of pins, grips, bands to secure 

hair
• Ornamentation

1 Year Hairdressing, Barbering & Colouring
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Term 3

Cutting Mens Hair
 

• Short layered
• Long layered
• With parting and without parting
• Short back and sides
• Understanding neck lines and male patterns of 

Baldnes

Cutting Facial Hair 

• Preperation and sanitisation
• Equipment and tools required for cutting facial
• hair
• Understanding the texture, density, length and
• growth pattern of the hair
• Face shapes and outlines of shapes
• Contemporary and traditional looks



COURSE CHECKLIST

Qualification: VTCT Level 2 Diploma in Hair-
dressing and Barbering
Duration: 1 year
Training times: Monday-Thursday, 10.30-16.00
Fees: £1,500 followed by 3 termly
payments of £2,500. 
Excluded: Exam fee and additional equipment 
(see list)

1 Year Hairdressing, Barbering & Colouring
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Term 3 continuted...

Afro Caribbean
  

• Product Knowledge 
• Cutting 
• Styling and Finishing 
• Relaxing Techniques 
• Bantu Knots 
• Twisting 
• Braiding 



HND (Level 5) in 
Performing Arts - 

Make-up

This course is an optional 1-year extension of the 2-Year BTEC Make-
up & Hair Course. This is equivalent to the first and second years of a 

university degree.



HND Level 5 Diploma 
in Performing Arts: Make-up 

This course is an option 1- year extension of the 2- Year 
BTEC Make-up & Hair Course. It is equivalent to the first 
and second years of a university degree. 

More detailed information about this course will follow 
soon, however in the meantime please contact us to register 
your interest. 



7 Month
Make-Up and 

Hair



7 Month Makeup and Hair 
ITEC, Level 3 Diploma

Overview

We designed the 7 Month ITEC Make-Up and 
Hair Course to fit the short timescale needs of 
people with family commitments or wanting 
to make career changes, but who still want the 
reassurance of relevant and professional train-
ing. The ITEC qualification is also an added 
benefit for overseas students.

This course runs continuously over 7 months 
(Monday to Thursday) rather than according 
to academic term times. Consequently, it’s ide-
al for people with time constraints. Over the 7 
months, students work through a comprehen-
sive syllabus addressing the key make-up and 
hair techniques required by professional artists 
working in film, TV, stage and fashion. Please 
note, this 7 month course offers a condense 
method of training in comparison to the com-
prehensive 2 year BTEC Make-up and Hair 
Academy Course. 

Syllabus

This is an outline of the syllabus only. Students 
receive confirmation of their schedule of work 
on a module basis. This allows us to remain up 
to date with our training and able to accom-
modate last minute initiatives and relevant 
tutor bookings. 



Module A: Media Make-Up and Hair: 10 
weeks (Fees: £5,000 inclusive. Deposit: £1,000)

• Basic make-up and hair techniques for film, TV and 
stage

• Period Make-up and Hair, focusing on one iconic 
look for each period. Working on each other and 
using real hair lace wigs, human hair and training 
heads

• Theatrical Make-up and Hair 
• Camouflage make-up including covering tattoos and 

balancing skin tone
• Business Skills - continuity, script breakdown, 

budgeting and CV writing

Module B: Special Effects Make-up: 2 Weeks
(Fees: £1,500 inclusive. Deposit: £500)

• Direct applied make-up special effects techniques 
using a range of specialist products and flat moulds to 
create a variety of realistic wounds and injuries. 

Module C: Hair Knotting: 1 week
(Fees: £750 inclusive. Deposit: £250)

• Learning how to knot a moustache, dressing and 
application of facial hair 

7 Month Make-Up and Hair 
Itec, Level 3 Diploma
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Module D:  Basic Hairdressing and Bar-
bering: 2 weeks
(Fees: £1,500 inclusive. Deposit: £500)

• Product, tools and equipment knowledge
• Terminology, geometry, methodology
• Basic cutting skills for ladies 
• Basic barbering using thinning scissors, clippers 

and trimmers
• Blow-drying and finishing techniques

Module E: Airbrushing and 
Editorial Techniques: 1 week
(Fees: £750 inclusive. Deposit: £250)

• Spray brush control and technique including full 
make-up application

• Colour matching, highlighting, contouring, 
concealing and correcting

• Maintenance and cleaning of compressor and 
spray brush 

7 Month Makeup and Hair 
Itec, Level 3 Diploma
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Module F: Fashion Make-up and Hair: 10 
weeks
(Fees: £5,000 inclusive. Deposit: £1,000)

• Basic fashion make-up techniques
• Contemporary stylised period make-up and hair 

techniques
• Make-up for upcoming seasons and latest fashion trends
• Session styling for hair
• Smokey eyes: working with different shapes and colours
• Red carpet and celebrity make-up
• Glamour make-up for photographic, editorial and catwalk
• Working with different materials and creating different 

effects ie, feathers and gold leaf
• Matte, gloss and wet make-up
• Personal fashion portfolio development

7 Month Makeup and Hair 
Itec, Level 3 Diploma
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Module G: Bridal Makeup and Hair (2 Weeks)
(Fees: £1,500 inclusive. Deposit: £500)

• Classic and contemporary bridal make-up and hair 
techniques



COURSE CHECKLIST

Qualification: ITEC Level 3 Diploma in
Fashion, Theatre and Media Make-Up
Duration: 7 months
Training times: Monday-Thursday, 10.30-16.00
Fees: Deposit £2,500 followed by four instalments 
of £2,000
Included: Brushstroke Make-Up and Hair
Kit
Excluded: Make-up brushes, Exam
fee, Photographer’s fee (portfolio) and
additional equipment (see list)

7 Month Makeup and Hair 
Itec, Level 3 Diploma
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Modules from the 7 month course

3-Day Taster Course in 
Make-up Artistry

For School Years 10 or 11



3-Day Taster Course in Make-Up Artistry

Are you in School Years 10 or 11 and thinking toward 
the idea of becoming a successful make-up artist as a 
career once you leave school?

This 3-day taster course which is held during school 
holidays will give you a little insight as to what you 
would learn on a far greater scale if you were to 
continue your education with us after leaving school. 
Students can enrol from the age of 16+ on our 2 Year 
BTEC Make-up and Hair Course which commences 
every September/October.

Being established for 32 years, the 2 Year BTEC is our 
most successful course that we run at Elstree Studi-
os and Longcross Studios. Our students enjoy their 
make-up and hair training so much that they often 
don’t want to leave, however, they are able to continue 
their education for a further year by studying on either 
the VTCT Level 2 Hairdressing and Barbering Course 
or the HND Level 5 Diploma. In addition, Brushstroke 
provides long-term aftercare and support.

Course Information

The syllabus will cover a variety of make-up special 
effects techniques such as cuts, grazes, black eyes, 
burns, blisters, scars, wounds and many more effects. 
Please note that the making and application of pros-
thetic pieces would only be covered on our full-time 
diploma course.

Students will have practical hands-on experience 
working on each other. All we ask of you is that you 
are keen, enthusiastic and don’t dress too smart as we 
might get a bit bloody.

If this taster course interests you, then why not join 
us where you will learn make up special effects over a 
period of three days, in a fun atmospheric classroom 
within the film studios, taught by professional make-
up artists who are actively working within the media 
industry.

Course Days: Monday to Wednesday
Course Times: 10.30 am to 3.30 pm
Course Fees: The total fee for this course is £350.00.
Elstree Studio Dates: 4th, 5th & 6th April 2022
Longcross Studio Dates: 11th,12th & 13th April 2022

Full payment and completion of enrolment forms are 
required to secure your place. Please note that we are 
not government funded and you should give due con-
sideration as to how you would fund the course.

Equipment: All the equipment and materials you re-
quire will be provided for the duration of the course.

Drop off and Pick up: Both of our studios have good 
transport links and are close walking distance from 
the train station. There is a drop-off and pick up point 
within the studios. Please see our directions on the 
website.

Lunch: There is a canteen within the studios, but you 
can bring in a packed lunch and a drink in case you 
don’t want to alarm people with your SFX injuries if 
you decide to pop out.

Stepping Stone: If you really enjoy your 3-day taster 
course and decide this could be a future career for 
you, then we advise that you arrange an appointment 
with us so we can answer any questions that you might 
have about joining the 2 year BTEC Make-up and Hair 
Course which is nationally and internationally recog-
nised. 

Please Note: Spaces on all of our courses are limited, 
so if you would like further information, please visit 
our website www.brushstroke.co.uk or contact us: 

Email: info@brushstroke.co.uk 
Phone:  +44 (0) 1344 635 522



Short 
Makeup and 
Hair Courses

Modules from the 7 month course



Short Makeup and Hair Courses

Overview

Our short courses are modules from the 7 
Month Make-Up and Hair Course and will be 
certificated by Brushstroke. Only our longer 
courses are also BTEC and ITEC certificated.

Please see our 7 Month Make-up and Hair
Syllabus: Page 42-47.
Modules are from A to G
On your chosen module, see Short course
module dates and fees: Page 50-51

Required equipment and consumables will be 
supplied for the duration of your chosen mod-
ule. However, it is recommended that students 
have their own make-up and hair kits inclusive 
of brushes- these can be purchased through 
Brushstroke. 

Syllabus

Students receive confirmation of their sched-
ule of work on a module basis. 
This allows us to remain up to date with our 
training and able to accommodate last minute 
initiatives and relevant tutor bookings. 
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Short Make-up and Hair Courses 
Dates and Fees 2022-2023

Module A: Media Make-up and Hair: 10 weeks 

Elstree: 7 February 2022 to 13 April 2022 and 10 October 
2022 to 15 December 2022
Longcross: 20 September 2021 to 25th November 2021 and 
12 September 2022 to 17 November 2022
Timings: Monday to Thursday: 10:30 - 16:00 
Fees: £5,000 inclusive.
Deposit: £1,000 Balance of £4,000 to be paid 6 weeks prior 
to course commencement.

Module B: Special Effects Make-up: 2 weeks 
 
Elstree: 19 April 2022 to 28 April 2022 and 9 January 2023 
to 19 January 2023 
Longcross: 29 November 2021 to 09 December 2021 and 21 
November 2022 to 1 December 2022 
Timings: Monday to Thursday: 10:30 - 16:00 
Fees: £1,500 inclusive. 
Deposit: £500 Balance of £1,000 to be paid 6 weeks prior to 
course commencement 

Module C: Hair Knotting: 1 week 

Elstree: 3 May 2022 to 5 May 2022 and 23 January 2023 to 
26 January 2023
Longcross: 13 December 2021 to 16 December 2021 and 5 
December 2022 to 8 December 2022 
Timings: Monday to Thursday: 10:30 - 16:00 
Fees: £750 inclusive. 
Deposit: £250 Balance of £500 to be paid 6 weeks prior to 
course commencement 

Module D: Basic Hairdressing and Barbering: 2 weeks 

Elstree: 9 May 2022 to 19 May 2022 and 30 January 2023 to 
9 February 2023
Longcross: 13 January 2022 to 20 January 2022 and 12 De-
cember 2022 to 12 January 2023
Timings: Monday to Thursday: 10:30 - 16:00 
Fees: £1,500 inclusive. 
Deposit: £500 balance of £1,000 to be paid 6 weeks prior to 
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Short Make-up and Hair Courses 
Dates and Fees 2022-2023

Module E: Airbrushing and Editorial Techniques: 1 
week 

Elstree: 23 May 2022 to 26 May 2022 and 13 February 
2023 to 16 February 2023 
Longcross: 24 January 2022 to 27 January 2022 and 16 
January 2023 to 19 January 2023 
Timings: Monday to Thursday: 10:30 - 16:00 
Fees: £750 inclusive. 
Deposit: £250 Balance of £500 to be paid 6 weeks pri-
or to course commencement.

Module F: Fashion Make-up and Hair: 10 weeks 

Elstree: 30 May 2022 to 04 August 2022 and 20 Febru-
ary 2023 to 27 April 2023 
Longcross: 14 February 2022 to 21 April 2022 and 23 
January 2023 to 30 March 2023. 
Timings: Monday to Thursday: 10:30 - 16:00 
Fees: £5,000 inclusive. 
Deposit: £1,000 Balance of £4,000 to be paid 6 weeks 
prior to course commencement 

Module G: Bridal Make-up and Hair: 2 weeks 

Elstree: 8 August 2022 to 18 August 2022 and 02 May 
2023 to 11 May 2023
Longcross: 31 January 2022 to 10 February 2022 and 3 
April 2023 to 13 April 2023 
Timings: Monday to Thursday: 10:30 - 16:00 
Fees: £1,500 inclusive. 
Deposit: £500 balance of £1,000 to be paid 6 weeks 
prior to course commencement.

*Note that for all modules the deposit forms
part of the total fee. 

For the benefit of the student the order in which these 
terms are taught may be subject to change. Visit our web-
site www.brushstroke.co.uk for up-to-date information.



International Students
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At Brushstroke we welcome international students. 
In addition to a wide range of students from different 
parts of the UK, we have students and alumni from 
Germany, Poland, France and Spain. Also, many of 

tutors have either come from or have experience in oth-
er parts of the world including the USA, South Africa, 
Spain, Italy, France, Austria, Germany and Switzerland. 



Students Visa

To apply for a short term Study Visa (Maximum 6 
Months) visit
https://www.gov.uk/study-visit-visa

For a General Student Study Visa (Tier 4) visit
https://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa
This longer visa is appropriate for 2 Year Make-Up 
and Hair BTEC/ITEC Level 3 Diploma.
Also see our section on accommodation and travel

International Students
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Brushstroke 
Staff and 

Tutors



Brushstroke Staff and Lecturers

About Our Staff

Brushstroke Make-Up and Hair School is 
privately owned and benefits from its founder 
and principal, Cheraine Bell, remaining very 
much involved in the development of the busi-
ness.

We rely on two skilled and trusted teams of 
people: 

Our administrative staff. These are the people 
who manage the school, ensure the efficiency 
of the day-to-day running and cater for the 
welfare of the students.

Our tutors - all currently working in vari-
ous parts of the industry and, as Brushstroke 
tutors, sharing their valuable skills in subjects 
that are entirely relevant to their knowledge 
and experience



CHERAINE BELL
Founder & Principal

Contact Details: 
info@brushstroke.co.uk
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Adminstrative Staff



Cheraine Bell has worked for over 36 years 
as a make-up and hair professional in TV, 
film and commercials. She has worked 
with many different actors (Michael Caine, 
John Cleese, Steve Martin, John Hurt) and 
on productions as varied as The Office and 
Les Miserables.

She started Brushstroke in 1990, having
identified a real need for professional
training in make-up and hair. Cheraine
ran her courses from the BBC Television
Centre; Teddington Studios; Shepperton 
Studios and now at Elstree Studios and 
Longcross with a presence at Pinewood. 

Cheraine realised that professional direc-
tion for budding make-up and hair artists 
was needed so she set up Brushstroke and 
continued to offer the right kind of in-
struction and support to people of all ages. 

Obviously, you can’t beat a certain amount 
of training on the job, but it’s no substitute 
for having the basic skills. 

This is a competitive industry that increas-
ingly wants skilled and qualified people 

able to pick up a brush and get working 
straight away on set. And that’s what we 
achieve with our training at Brushstroke.

Cheraine gained her teaching and asses-
sor qualifications and set about creating a 
syllabus that met the various and demand-
ing needs of the business - film, TV, stage/
opera, commercials, etc. 

Only recruiting appropriately skilled tutors 
from within the industry was one of the 
first pillars of the business that Cheraine 
put in place - and it’s what drives Brush-
stroke forward today. This, together with 
continued input from influential people in 
TV and film, ensures Brushstroke courses 
continue to be the most relevant training 
for a career as a make-up and hair artist.

Cheraine remains heavily involved in the 
development of the syllabus and continues 
to teach in class. Always keen to talk about 
the profession, Cheraine has been inter-
viewed many times and demonstrated her 
make-up skills on a variety of TV shows.
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JEREMY HOBBS

Director

Languages Spoken: English and French

Contact details: jeremy@brushstroke.co.uk

Jeremy has been with Brushstroke for over 
25 years. He oversees the strategic operation 
and planning of the business, working closely 
with all the staff, and ensuring the continued 
growth and financial strength of Brushstroke. 
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LOUISE WHITE
Office Manager
Contact Details: louise@brushstroke.co.uk

Having spent her work experience module 
at Brushstroke in 2004, Louise was invited to 
join the team full time in 2005. Her knowl-
edge of the business is considerable and she 
is now responsible for the day-to-day run-
ning of Brushstroke - from marketing and 
promotion to student interviews and enrol-
ment. Louise also works closely with Che-
raine in developing the course structure and 
individual syllabuses.

Adminstrative Staff



ANITA PERRETT

Qualifications Co-Ordinator

Make-Up and Hair (TV Drama and Histori-
cal Period)

Contact Details: anita@brushstroke.co.uk

As our qualifications co-ordinator, Anita 
works closely with the BTEC and ITEC ex-
amination boards, ensuring that our courses 
comply with government guidelines. Anita is 
also responsible for student pastoral care at 
Brushstroke. She has a Certificate in Educa-
tion, BA (Hons) in Post Compulsory Educa-
tion and various National Vocational Quali-
fication (NVQ) assessor awards. In addition 
to her role as qualifications co-ordinator at 
Brushstroke, Anita has a senior make-up and 
hair role with SKY TV, working with news 
and sports presenters, and their guests.

Background

After training with Thames TV, Anita worked 
in drama, light entertainment and children’s 
programmes: Rumpole of the Bailey, Han-
nay, The Bill, Des O’Connor, This Is Your 
Life, Morecambe & Wise and Benny Hill. She 
went freelance as a make-up designer in 1990 
and credits include: See It Saw It, An Evening 
with Ira Gershwin, Chicago, Get Real, Un-
censored, Oddballs. From 2000 to 2006, An-
ita became head of make-up for the Channel 
5 soap Family Affairs, followed by a design 
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role with Endemol on Totally Frank and The 
Bill at Talkback Thames. In 2008 Anita joined 
SKY Creative productions working with 
actors 
such as Benedict Cumberbatch, Juliet Steven-
son, Lesley Manville, Gemma Jones, Sheridan 
Smith and Matthew Horne. 

Adminstrative Staff



PAULA CAHILL

Qualifications Co-Ordinator

Make-Up and Hair (TV Drama and Histori-
cal Period)

BTEC Qualification Manager

Contact Details: paula@brushstroke.co.uk

Paula assists Anita in running the BTEC 
qualification courses, ensuring that our 
syllabus is up to date, and that the students 
are familiar with the the whole process. She 
is also a BTEC assessor. During breaks from 
working at Brushstroke, Paula is a regular 
make-up artist on BBC1 EastEnders.

Background

Paula has been a freelance hair and make-up 
artist for over 20 years working mainly in TV 
but also film, theatre and for private clients. 
She started her make-up career in theatre, 
working for The Welsh National Opera, 
English National Opera, Royal Opera House 
and several West End shows. She then moved 
to Thames TV and a variety of programmes 
in drama, light entertainment, comedy and 
children’s - EastEnders, Call the Midwife, 
The Bill, Pirates of the Caribbean, 8 out of 10 
cats and the Russell Howard Show. Paula has 
covered all aspects of make-up, hair and wigs 
as an artist right through to head of depart-
ment. 
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CARLA VILJOEN

Make-up and Hair (Fashion and Hair Exten-
sions) ITEC Qualification Manager

Contact Details: carla@brushstroke.co.uk

Languages Spoken: English and Afrikaans

Carla keeps our syllabus relevant and focused 
on the beauty element of the ITEC qualifica-
tion. Her specialism is fashion make-up, with 
an emphasis upon skin care about which she 
writes regularly. She is much in demand as a 
make-up artist for red carpet functions both 
in the UK and USA.

Background

Carla’s experience covers many areas with-
in the industry, including editorial fashion, 
beauty, TV and advertising campaigns. Her 
beauty knowledge for the fashion indus-
try includes men’s grooming and children, 
and extends to the care and presentation of 
hair and nails. Carla has worked at London 
Fashion Week, British Hair Awards, L’Oreal 
Hair Colour Trophy show for Charles Wor-
thington and BMW Mini Cooper launch. 
Some of her clients include Adidas, ASOS.
com, The BBC, Crew Clothing, Debenhams, 
Disney, EMI, Marks & Spencer, Polydor, 
Saatchi X, The Crew Clothing and Topshop. 
Carla is often requested to work with UK 
& US celebrities as diverse as Emily Blunt, 
David Walliams, Amy Willerton, Holly 
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Willoughby, Dustin & Lisa Hoffman, Nicky 
Hambleton-Jones, Sophie Kinsella, Gordon 
Ramsay, Kay Burley, Ricky Gervais, Lawrence 
Llewelyn-Bowen, Marian Keyes, Archie 
Punjabi, Eamonn Holmes, Natalie Dormer 
and Stephen Fry. Her work can be seen in 
many magazine publications - French Vogue, 
Cosmopolitan, Glamour, ELLE, Tank, YOU 
Magazine, Sunday Telegraph Magazine and 
Grazia.

Adminstrative Staff



Our make-up tutors work across film, TV, stage and fashion. Many of them are award-win-
ning, all of them are accomplished artists in their own right. In their biographies you’ll spot 
Hollywood blockbusters, international fashion shows, critically-acclaimed TV series and 

long-running stage plays. 

This is a great indication of the teaching standard you can expect at Brushstroke. The in-
ternational experience (and foreign language skills) of many of our make-up tutors means 
our students gain an even wider perspective of the entertainment industry. This section 

provides brief biographies of each tutor within each specialist category.
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JAMES ANDA

Make-Up and Hair (Fashion)

Languages Spoken: English, Spanish and 
French

James is one of our make-up and hair tutors 
specialising in fashion. He travels between 
London and Mexico City combining his fash-
ion work with teaching at Brushstroke and 
for Televisa San Angel.

Background

James Anda has been a highly successful 
make-up and hair artist for over 25 years 
working in TV, film, theatre, music videos 
and, most recently, fashion. (He’s calculated 
that he’s worked with over 500 photogra-
phers!) James’s work has featured in some of 
the top European magazines such as GUS, 
Elle, Vogue, Marie Claire, Vanity Fair, Pulp 
and Cosmopolitan. He’s designed the make-
up for numerous international commercials 
such as Wella, Whirlpool 2000 and Pow-
erade. James has also provided the make-up 
for the Paris fashion shows of Christian Dior, 
Jean Paul Gaultier, Chanel and Yves Saint 
Laurent. 

Make-Up and Hair Tutors 
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Make-Up and Hair Tutors 

MICHELLE GARANDE

Haircutting & Styling (Afro Caribbean & 
Avant Garde) 

Michelle Garande is a Zimbabwean born and 
West London raised Hair educator who spe-
cialises in Afro and Multi-textured hair.

Michelle’s creative side grew through taking 
part in hair competitions from 2013 where 
she has won 5 Awards for Avant Garde styl-
ing and 3 Awards for Braid Stylist of the Year, 
she has done and still does photographic 
work that has been featured in hair maga-
zines such Black Beauty and Hair magazine 
and Black Hair magazine.

Michelle was a finalist in the Loreal Color 
Trophy competition, Afro Catwalk Look 
Award in 2015 and 2016 as part of the Afro-
therapy Salon Creative Team. Michelle of-
ficially became a Goldwell certified Master 
Colourists in 2015 adding to the list of areas 
she specialises in becoming the salons’ color 
specialist.

Michelle worked on a color column doing 
client Color Makeovers for Black Beauty 
and Hair Magazine for 3 years, alongside 
Afrotherapy Salon Creative Director Harriet 
Cudjoe.

Michelle has been providing education-
al training for the last 4 years. In January 
2020 Michelle officially launched Michelle 
Garande Education, providing educational 

training in Afro and Multi-textured hair for 
both European and Afro hair.
The transition from salon stylist to hair edu-
cator was a natural progression for Michelle 
as she has a great love for teaching and seeing 
others gain knowledge, skills and experience 
that will help build their own careers and go 
to the next level.



BERNHARD KLINGLMIER

Make-up (Airbrush and Fashion)

Languages Spoken: English and German

Bernard is one of our key airbrush make-up 
and editorial, skin care and beauty make-up 
tutors.

Background

Bernhard trained as an airbrush make-up 
artist in Los Angeles and has used the tech-
nique on all his work - TV, films, music and 
video. He has worked across pretty much 
every part of the fashion business. From ma-
jor shows in Milan and Paris for Jil Sander, 
Jean Paul Gaultier, Bogner and Yamamoto to 
brand work with Estee Lauder (Vienna and 
USA) and Prescriptive (Austria, Germany 
and Switzerland). He also helped launch Shu 
Uemura in Munich, Stuttgart and Cologne. 
Magazine and brochure photoshoots include 
Cosmopolitan, Elle and Mercedes Benz. 
His work in commercials includes Telekom, 
Lexus and BMW. Bernhard has also worked 
in musicals and opera in Berlin and at the 
Bregenz Festivals in Austria. 
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TONI LEE

Make-Up and Hair (TV Drama and Histori-
cal Period)

Toni is a fully trained and highly skilled 
all-rounder. At Brushstroke, she works across 
all areas of make-up and hair imparting her 
valuable experience based on 36 years in the 
business.

Background

Trained in make-up at Central TV, she is also 
a qualified hairdresser. She specialises in TV 
drama (period and contemporary) such as 
Call the Midwife, Crimson Fields, The Bill, 
Bad Education, Lewis, Inspector Wexford 
and Ruth Rendell Mysteries. Her film work 
includes Pirates of the Caribbean, War Horse 
and Rush.Vogue, Cosmopolitan, Glamour, 
ELLE, Tank, YOU Magazine, Sunday Tele-
graph Magazine and Grazia.
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BARNEY NIKOLIC

Make-Up and Hair (Wig-Making, SFX and 
Prosthetics)

Languages Spoken: English and German

Barney teaches a wide range of subjects on all 
our courses, including SFX, prosthetics and 
wig making.

Background

Nomination: 2016 Primetime Emmy Award 
(for Outstanding Prosthetic Makeup for a 
Series, Limited Series, Movie or a Special) for 
Penny Dreadful 
Nomination: 2015 Primetime Emmy Award 
(for Outstanding Prosthetic Makeup for a 
Series, Limited Series, Movie or a Special) for 
Penny Dreadful (2014)
Nomination: 2015 International Emmy 
Award (for outstanding Prosthetic Makeup 
for a Series, Limited Series, Movie or a Spe-
cial) for Penny Dreadful (2014) 

Barney has been working successfully as a 
professional make-up artist for the past 20 
years. He was acting head make-up artist at 
the State Theatre Hanover for 4 years then a 
freelance artist across Europe, creating SFX 
make-up and constructing masks for a wide 
range of projects. He lectures regularly at 
the international make-up artistry seminars 
held in Cologne, demonstrating SFX make-
up skills. His film credits include Children of 
Men, 
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Harry Potter (Order of the Phoenix, Half-
Blood Prince, Deathly Hallows Parts 1 and 
2), Thor: The Dark World and Penny Dread-
ful.

Make-Up and Hair Tutors 



SUZZANE NIKOLIC

Make-Up & Hair (Wig Making Theatre)

Suzanne joins the team as a guest tutor, 
predominantly sharing her knowledge of 
traditional “postiche” techniques within the 
“wig-making” section of our courses.

Background

Having retired from a extensive stage career 
as a classical ballet dancer in Germany, Su-
zanne went on to complete an internationally 
recognised make-up artistry degree at the 
State Theatre in Hanover, under the direction 
of Barney Nikolic - one of our own tutors at 
Brushstroke. 

Having worked professionally within the 
make-up department at Hanover’s State The-
atre, Suzanne went on to utilise her insight as 
a performing artist to join the make-up/hair 
department at one of Germany’s most pres-
tigious Musical Theatre venues, “Theater des 
Westens” where she contributed to produc-
tions such as Les Miserables and The Three 
Musketeers.  

On returning to the UK, Suzanne completed 
a degree in dance teaching, the pedagogic 
skills of which provide a valuable base for the 
tutoring she provides at Brushstroke.

Alongside her dance teaching, Suzanne re-
mains involved within the make-up artistry 
industry offering stage make-up tutorials and 

contributing to Barney’s projects where her 
wig-making/hairstyling skills are required. 

Make-Up and Hair Tutors 
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CATRIN THOMAS

Make-Up and Hair (SFX and Prosthetics)

At Brushstroke, Catrin focuses on SFX (di-
rect applied) as well as the business side of 
the make-up artists job, such as continuity. 
In addition to her teaching at Brushstroke, 
Catrin also works on dailies across a variety 
of productions. 

Background

Catrin Thomas started her career in 1989, 
following in the footsteps of her mother, BBC 
make-up designer, Marion Richards. A qual-
ified hairdresser, she designs and teaches and 
has considerable experience of working on 
continuous drama: 15 months designing a se-
ries set in southern Spain; teaching a team of 
local people for their own soap opera in Al-
mata, Kazakhstan; Channel 5’s Family Affairs 
(3 years); assisting and designing the medical 
drama Always and Everyone (4 years); head 
of department on ITV’s The Bill.of Men, Har-
ry Potter (Order of the Phoenix, Half-Blood 
Prince, Deathly Hallows Parts 1 and 2), Thor: 
The Dark World and Penny Dreadful.
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JULIETTE TOMES

Make-Up and Hair (TV Drama and Histori-
cal Period)

Juliette teaches make-up and hair at Brush-
stroke, particularly historical period and TV 
drama. As a freelance make-up and hair art-
ist, she also works on contemporary produc-
tions, such as Mum, Mr Selfridge, and Drunk 
History and Killing Eve 3.

Background

Nomination: 2009 Primetime Emmy Award 
for Outstanding Hairstyling for a Miniseries 
or Movie for House of Saddam and shared 
with the late Marella Shearer. 

Juliette has been a make-up and hair artist 
for over 18 years, working on many British 
period and contemporary dramas with actors 
such as Benedict Cumberbatch, Anna Max-
well Martin and Tom Hardy. She also special-
ises in TV sitcoms and comedy specials such 
as Alan Partridge, The Royal Family, Spaced 
and sketch shows including Mitchell and 
Webb, The Mighty Boosh and Drunk Histo-
ry. 
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ADRIAN RIGBY

Make-Up & Hair
(SFX & Prosthetics)

Languages Spoken: English, Spanish and 
French

Adrian is a special effects make-up artist, well 
known at Brushstroke particularly for his 
masterclasses in working with bald caps.

Apparently Adrian knew from a very early 
age that he wanted to be a make-up artist. 
His specific interest in SFX was prompted by 
his fascination for ‘monster movies’. Even in 
his early teens, Adrian was creating casualty 
simulations for 1st Aid training exercises 
with the St John’s Ambulance. Sheer dogged 
determination to have a career in make-
up led to an invitation from Nick Dudman 
(legendary SFX make-up artist) to attend a 
course and then work on a Harry Potter film. 
More films followed: Guardians of the Gal-
axy, Avengers: Age of Ultron, Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens, Thor: The Dark World, The 
Legend of Tarzan, Sherlock Holmes: A Game 
of Shadows. TV includes: Law & Order UK, 
Whitechapel, Doctor Who, Game of Thrones, 
Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night Takeaway, Eas-
tenders.with the St John’s Ambulance. Sheer 
dogged determination to have a career in 
make-up led to an invitation from Nick 
Dudman (legendary SFX make-up artist) to 
attend a course and then work on a Harry 
Potter film. More films followed: Guardi-
ans of the Galaxy, Avengers: Age of Ultron, 
Star Wars: The Force Awakens, Thor: The 
Dark World, The Legend of Tarzan, Sherlock 
Holmes: A Game of Shadows. TV includes: 
Law & Order UK, Whitechapel, Doctor 

Who, Game of Thrones, Ant & Dec’s Saturday 
Night Takeaway, Eastenders.



RACHEL BARTLETT

Hairstylist (Braid and Avant Garde Special-
ist)

Languages Spoken: English, Spanish and 
French

Rachel divides her time between Brushstroke 
and as a session stylist for magazines such as 
Moon and Layered Online as well as London 
Fashion Week (working for designers such as 
Henry Holland, Giles Deacon, Paul Costello 
and Jasper Conran). She also works out of re-
nowned hair salon, Taylor Taylor in Shored-
itch. She is Toni & Guy trained (as an art 
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RICHARD JONES
Hairdressing and Barbering

Richard teaches his specialist subject of hair-
dressing and barbering at Brushstroke. He 
trained as a hairdresser and barber at Barn-
field College (Luton) and holds both teaching 
and assessor qualifications. He also owns two 
barber shops. Richard has worked in several 
salons as well as forging a career as a lectur-
er and presenter. As he says, “I have been 
involved in the hairdressing industry for 30 
years, which means I’m well acquainted with 
business, management, training, presenting 
and motivating people. I’m also constantly 
learning.”

Make-Up and Hair Tutors 



MAX PAYN

Make-Up (SFX and Prosthetics)

Max has worked in the TV, Film and Theatre 
industry for over 15 years. In that time, he 
has specialised not only in creature effects 
and makeup but has worked in costume, film 
making and has dabbled in animatronics and 
design. Max is an accomplished sculptor of 
both organic and hard-edged form. These 
skills have spanned makeup, creatures and 
costume and his most recent credits include; 
Men in Black: International, Spider-Man: 
Homecoming and Ammonite. 

DAN FRYE 

Make-Up (SFX and Prosthetics)

Dan Frye started his career in New York 
City doing makeup for Theatre and Film as a 
Key Makeup Artist/Prosthetic Makeup Art-
ist. After relocating to Los Angeles in 1988, 
he worked on films such as Terminator 2, 
Nightmare on Elm Street 5, Leprechaun and 
Ghostbusters 2 doing not only prosthetic 
work but also mould making and lab work.
After moving to London in 1993, he contin-
ued to work as a modelmaker, sculptor and 
prosthetic artist for films such as Shaun of 
the Dead, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, 
Prometheus, Dark Shadows, Victor Franken-
stein and Harry Potter and the Deathly Hal-
lows.

In recent years, Dan has not only worked 
on projects such as Doctor Who and Game 

Make-Up and Hair Tutors 
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of Thrones but has taught prosthetic makeup 
effects in London and Belfast and makeup 
Masterclasses in Lisbon and Beirut. 



Make-Up and Hair Tutors 
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KATE MONROE GROVES 

Make-Up (Airbrushing and Body Painting

Kate works predominantly as a professional 
face and body painter/creative makeup art-
ist. She is mostly known for her detailed and 
illustrative airbrush work on the body and 
her premium quality face painting services. 
With a variety of awards and accolades under 
her belt, she is used to demoing and teaching 
in front of crowds at events up and down the 
country and is used to working with both 
profe```ssional models, dancers and the 
public in fast paced environments. Her skills 
also extend to mural and scenic art, creating 
standout pieces for events and attractions to 
help create an immersive experience enjoyed 
by thousands.



SAM AYLOTT 

Haircutting, Colouring and Styling

Sam has worked in the hairdressing industry 
for over 25 years, working in award-winning 
London salon and theatres and as an interna-
tional stylist in Doha, Qatar. 

Sam has been teaching hairdressing for 20 
years in private and state training centers 
specialising in all aspects of colour, cutting, 
styling and avante garde looks, with an in 
depth knowledge of the science of hairdress-
ing and works with top brands including 
Wella and Loreal.

SARAH ROSE ASHBOURN

Make-up, Haircutting & Styling 

Sarah Rose has been working in the Make Up 
and Hair Industry for the past 10 years. 

She first qualified as a Hairdresser and then 
progressed into Make Up. Sarah Rose has 
worked on a variety of TV Programmes in-
cluding Childrens TV, Light Entertainment, 
Contemporary and Period Drama as well as 
Live Sport and Current Affairs Programmes.
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TANYA NOOR

Make-up & Hair (Theatre)

Sarah Rose has been working in the Make Up 
and Hair Industry for the past 10 years. 

Tanya trained at London College of Fashion 
and has been an established Makeup Artist 
for over 25 years, working in tv, theatre, film, 
fashion and teaching. Currently Tanya is 
Head of Makeup at Phantom of the Opera at 
Her Majesty’s Theatre in Londons West End. 
Tanya is a qualified academic professional 
makeup artist who teaches to Degree level. In 
conjunction with her busy career Tanya has 
also developed a range of set and kit bags.

Tanya has been an established Makeup Artist 
for over 25 years, working in tv, theatre, film, 
fashion and teaching. Currently Tanya is 
Head of Makeup at Phantom of the Opera at 
Her Majesty’s Theatre in Londons West End. 
Tanya is a qualified academic professional 
makeup artist who teaches to Degree level. 
In conjunction with her busy career Tanya 
has also developed a range of set and kit bags 
called Get Set Go Bags. She has designed her 
wide range of set bags for the Makeup Indus-
try which are available online and at Stockists 
in London, Europe and the USA.

In 2020 Danielle Shephard (2yr 2017-2019) 
joined the wig department at Phantom of the 
Opera and now works alongside Tanya and 
the team.



JANA CARBONI

Make-Up (Beauty, Ageing and Prosthetics)
Languages Spoken: English and Italian

Jana started out working with some of the 
most talented Italian make-up designers, 
on international movies such as The Leg-
end of 1900, Titus, Proof of Life, Gangs of 
New York, The Motorcycle Diaries, The Life 
Aquatic with Steve Zissou. As a more senior 
make-up artist her film work includes Cas-
anova, Apocalypto, The Last Legion, Agora, 
Centurion, Prometheus, Romeo & Juliet, 
Exodus: Gods and Kings, The Martian and 
The Great Wall. She worked with film stars 
like Sienna Miller, Kate Mara, Mackenzie 
Davis, Michael Fassbender, Christian Bale 
and, most recently, Matt Damon. A complete 
make-up artist with a strong knowledge of 
beauty make-up, aging and prosthetics ef-
fects, Jana shares her secrets and skills of 
creating the perfect technique. For example, 
laying on, a technique she used for Matt Da-
mon’s character in The Martian.
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ANDREW DEUBERT

Make-Up (Prosthetics & SFX)

Andrew’s guest appearances are always en-
gaging as he takes us through the variety of 
prosthetics and animatronics he creates using 
such diverse materials as plaster, alginate, 
gelatine, rubber sheeting, string, washing-up 
liquid, silicon and many more.

Andrew career started with commercials 
and videos, the first of which was the Ham-
let cigar commercial, where he produced 
the make-up for the monster, Frankenstein. 
While working at Coast to Coast, he took 
over many aspects of the prosthetics on Max 
Headroom, making the foams, mould and 
fibreglass jackets. He also developed a female 
version. After moving to the BBC Visual 
Effects Department Andrew was asked to 
develop Kryton, a comical robot character 
in Red Dwarf. After doing life casts, Andrew 
manufactured all the prosthetic foams and 
various related props for the series.
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MICHELA OLIVIERI 

Cutting, Colouring and Styling

Languages Spoken: English and Italian

Michela Olivieri is an international hairstylist 
and colour technician and assessor. Toni & 
Guy trained, Michela has worked as an ar-
tistic director and educator at their London 
Academy. She is a regular hairstylist for the 
London, Paris and Milan Fashion Weeks and 
styles hair on photoshoots, music videos and 
catwalk shows. 
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MILO SABARIZ

Cutting, Extensions and Fashion

Languages Spoken: English, Italian, Spanish 
and Catalan

Milo is Toni & Guy trained and has worked 
for around 20 years in the hairdressing in-
dustry. He also comes from a family of hair-
dressers. Earlier in his career, Milo worked 
on numerous fashion shows. His focus now 
is working with the main international hair 
companies, on editorial, catwalk, and inter-
national education. He also works as a hair-
stylist on TV.

Make-Up and Hair Tutors 
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Our make-up and hair tutors are all high-achieving artists in their own right, many with 
major awards and nominations to their name. The international experience (and foreign 
language skills) of many of our tutors means our students gain a wider perspective of the 

industry. 

Guest Lecturers



TINA EARNSHAW 

Make-Up and Hair 

Nomination: 1998 OSCAR (for the Best 
Make-Up) for Titanic 

Tina is a regular and welcome guest lectur-
er giving tips and general insights into the 
industry.

Tina started as a junior at the Max Factor sa-
lon in Bond Street, a favourite destination for 
big stars to get their make-up done. She went 
on to have long-standing relationship with 
Max Factor, working on commercials, post-
ers and press for the brand worldwide.  At 
the young age of 21, she qualified as a make-
up and hair designer with the BBC,  just as 
the introduction of colour TV was creating 
a real need for more trained make-up artists. 
During the 70s, 80s and 90s, she worked as 
a freelance artist on fashion shoots and the 
top TV commercials during their peak peri-
od. A successful film career followed starting 
with Merchant Ivory and going on to include 
Titanic, Prometheus, Marney and Me, Mama 
Mia. Spiderman (2 and 3), The Talented Mr 
Ripley, Shakespeare in Love, Sliding Doors, 
Emma and, most recently The Martian. She 
regularly works with some of the biggest 
stars in the business - Cate Blanchett, Rachel 
Weisz, Matt Damon and Brad Pitt. Tina has 
developed her own line of make-up brushes, 
each one designed to do a particular job with 
absolute precision, and we’re delighted to 
offer them for sale to our students.
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DENNIS PENKOV

Make-Up and Hair (SFX and Prosthetics)
Languages Spoken: English and German

Nomination: 2016 Primetime Emmy Award 
(for Outstanding Prosthetic Makeup for a 
Series, Limited Series, Movie or a Special) for 
Penny Dreadful 

Dennis always brings valuable insight when 
he lectures at Brushstroke - both as an artist 
in his own right and as an experienced teach-
er. After a barber’s apprenticeship, Dennis 
completed his training as a make-up artist at 
the Theater des Westens in 1994 since which 
time, he has been a freelance special make-up 
effect artist. Theatre work in Berlin, Schwerin 
and at the Salzburg Festival followed then 6 
years at the Babelsberg film studio. His TV 
and film credits include: Otto (the disaster 
film), Little Vampire, The Tunnel, OP calls 
Dr. Bruckner, Mr Nobody and Penny Dread-
ful. In 2003, he founded Skinart Make-up 
FX Academy, where he runs workshops and 
coaches in SFX make-up.

Page 83

Guest Lecturers



Please see below a list of high profile productions that our students have worked on, 
either whilst they are training or once they have graduated. 

Here’s just a flavour of their work:

TV

The Lark • Witcher • Worzel Gummidge • Death in Paradise • Endeavour • The One 
Show • Channel 4: Stand up to Cancer • Bridgerton • Killing Eve 3 • LIAR • After Life  
• Motherland • Mother Father Son •  Informer • Cleaning Up • Women on the Verge 
• Our Girl • Save Me • Game of Thrones • Black Mirror • Fortitude • Inside No.9 • 
Bliss • Good Morning Britain • Vanity Fair • Collateral •  Victoria • The Crown • The 
Good Karma Hospital • Britain’s Got Talent • WILL • Broadchurch • SKY Sports • 
SKY News • Taboo • Grantchester • Prime Suspect • 1973 • The Voice • Benidorm • 
The Brits • The One Show • Emmerdale • The Night Manager • Humans • In the Club 
• Silent Witness • I Want my Wife Back • The X Factor • Hoff the Record • Drunk His-
tory • The Unforgotten • And Then There Were None • Home Fires • The Syndicate • 
Deep State • Arthur and George • Mr Selfridge • Eastenders • Endeavour • Stella • Got 
to Dance • Horrible Histories • Horrid Henry • Misfits • My Mad Fat Diary • Father 
Brown • Doc Martin • Casualty • Recall • BBC Wimbledon Tennis • Russell Howard’s 
Good News • The Honourable Woman • The Guilty • Call the Midwife • Prisoners 
Wives • The Mill • The Paradise • The Bletchley Circle • London 2012 Opening Cer-
emony • London 2012 Closing Ceremony • Got to Dance • The Jewellery Channel • 
Top Boy • The Football League Show • SKY Sports • SKY News • Something for the 
Weekend • Silk • Whitechapel • Criminal Justice • The New Jackanory • Downton Ab-
bey • Fear of Fanny • H G Wells • A Waste of Shame • Skins • Spooks • Most Sincerely 
- Hughie Green • Coronation Street • Trial and Retribution • Wire in the Blood • Top 
Gear • Codex • How to Solve a Problem Like Maria • Hello Panda • Spike Milligan • 
The Royal Variety Performance • ITN News • Last of the Summer • Wine The Bill • 
The Dream Team • Band Of Brothers • The Medical Channel • The Discovery Chan-
nel • See it Saw it • Bad Girls • The Generation Game • The Clothes Show • A Tribute 
to Ira • Gershwin • They Think It’s All Over • Brookside • Red Dwarf • The Jonathan 
Ross Show • Bramwell Johnny • The Dead • 25 Years Of Summer Wine • Blind Date 
• Big Break • Make or Break • Pet Power • I Hate Christmas • Cutting Edge Equinox 
• Magic House • The Human Body • Chatterhappy • Ponies • The Movie Show • 10 
Minutes • Off  The Peg • Urban Myth Chillers • The Making Of Blake’s Seven Banzai • 

Life On Earth • The Saucers
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Film

The Little Mermaid (2023) • Cruella (2021) • Blithe Spirit (2021) • Artemis Fowl 
(2020) • 1917 (2020) • Official Secrets (2019) • Tolkien (2019) • Dumbo (2019) • Bohe-
mian Rhapsody (2018) • The Kid Who Would Be King (2019) • All The Money In The 
World (2017) • Aladdin (2019) • Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom Mamma Mia – Here 
We Go Again (2018) • King of Thieves (2018) • All the Money in the World (2017) The 
Mummy (2017) • Beauty and the Beast (2017) • Star Wars (2017) Absolutely Fabu-
lous - The Movie (2016) • The Infiltrator (2016) • The Legend of Tarzan (2016) • Alice 
Through the Looking Glass (2016) • The Man from U.N.C.L.E (2015) • Avengers: Age 
of Ulton (2015) • The Danish Girl (2015) • Bad Education - The Movie (2015) • Suf-
fragette (2015) • Cinderella (2015) • PAN (2015) • Mission Impossible: Rogue Nation 
(2015) • Maleficent (2014) • Fast and Furious 6 (2013) • Jack the Giant Slayer (2013) • 
The Christmas Candle (2013) • Snow White and the Huntsman (2012) • Prometheus 
(2012) • John Carter (2012) • The Wedding Video (2012) • War Horse (2011) • X-Men 
First Class (2011) • Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides (2011) • Gulliver’s 
Travels (2010) • Robin Hood (2010) • Clash of the Titans (2010) • Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hallows (2010) • Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince (2009) • Nine 
(2009) • ‘Tere Ishq Mein’ Bollywood Feature (2009) Mamma Mia (2008) • Journey 
to the moon (2008) • How To Lose Friends and Alienate People (2008) • The Golden 
Compass (2007) • Confetti (2006) • The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers (2003) • 
The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King (2002) • Captain Correlli’s Mandolin 
(2001) • Love, Honour and Obey (2000) • Gladiator (2000) • Legends of the Living 
Dead (1999) • Batman (1992) • Saving Private Ryan (1998) • Shakespeare In Love 
(1998) • Resident Evil (1997) • Evita (1996) • The Borrowers (1997) • Loch Ness (1996) 

• Lost in Space (1998) • Judge Dredd (1995)
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Theatre and Stage

Phantom of the Opera (West End) • The Red Shoes (Sadler’s Wells) • Mary Poppins 
(West End) • Only Fools And Horses • Kinky Boots (West End) • English National 
Ballet The Magic Flute (Opera) • This House (National Theatre) • Carousel (ENO) 
Sunset Boulevard (ENO) • Funny Girl the Musical (West End) • Gypsy (West End) 
Taken at Midnight (West End) • Matilda (West End) • Madam Butterfly at the Royal 
Albert Hall (ENO) • Sweeney Todd (ENO) • Carmen (ENO)  • Pirates of Penzance 
(ENO) • Shakespeare in Love • Elf The Musical Tour (West End) • Dirty Dancing UK 
tour (2014) • Swan Lake (Theatre) • Singin’ in the Rain (West End) • Scrooge The 
Musical (West End) • CATS Tour (West End) • 9 to 5: Dolly Parton Musical (West 
End) • Coronation Street the Musical Hay Fever (West End) • War Horse (West End) 
• Hair Spray (West End) • Minder (Theatre) • Thoroughly Modern Millie (Theatre) • 
Midsummer’s Night Dream (Theatre) • Jane Eyre (Theatre) • Frankenstein (Theatre) • 
Porgy and Bess (Gershwin) • Mary Poppins (West End) • Guys and Dolls (West End) 
• Dirty Dancing (West End) • Les Miserables (West End) • The King And I (West End) 
• Chicago (West End) • Phantom of the Opera (West End) • Grease (West End) • Cats 
(West End) • The Fly (Thetare) • The Royal Variety Performance Eugene Onegin (Op-

era) • Life On Earth (West End)  

Fashion and Editorial

Forbes Magazine • Reiss • Bazaar Kids • John Lewis • Max Mara • REVLON • 
GARNIER UK • Future of Fashion (Vogue) • NIKE London • NIVEA UK • VOGUE 
ITALIA • London Fashion Week • Paris Fashion Week • New York Fashion Week • 
NIKON Europe • DIOR trunk shows • Taylor Morris: Eyewear shoot • Tash Oakley for 
Miss Guided • Aquascutum Balmain • Hair UK (various shoots) • Wizkid for Hunger 
Magazine • Blondie for Q Magazine • Closet London • VOGUE online • LOOK Mag-
azine • GRAZIA Magazine • Protein World Campaigns • Women’s Health Magazine 
• HELLO Magazine • TATLER Magazine • Asian Bride Magazine • VOGUE Maga-
zine • SHE Magazine • YOU Magazine • STAR Magazine • Girls on Film Magazine  • 
Perfect • Wedding Magazine • Waste busters fashion show in association with H&M 
• ADIDAS – Eye Wear Campaign • Family Traveller Magazine • Good Housekeeping 

Magazine • The Spice Girls - Photoshoot • Evening Standard Magazine
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Music

Georgia Smith • STEPS • James Blunt • Elin Manahan Thomas • Paloma Faith (Musi-
cians) • Labynth • Zayn Malik ft Sia (Dusk til Dawn) • Nadine Coyle • Dizzee Rascal • 
STEPS • Hey Violet • The Brits (2016-19) • John Legend • Jonas Blue • The Shires (My 
Universe) • The Corrs • Rita Ora • Lost Frequency (Top of the Pops 2016) • Kasabian 
(iTunes Festival) • Kylie Minogue • The Vamps • Lonesound (Don’t hold me back) • 
The Saturdays • Girls Aloud • The Sugababes • Stavros Flatley (Santas Funky Groove) 
• Chase and Status • Maverick Sabre • Pulled Apart By Horses • The Steers • The In-

fadels • McFly • Emma Bunton (Downtown) • The Others

Celebrities

Amanda Holden • Binky Felstead • John Altman • Annabel Croft • Josephine De la 
Baume • Robert De Niro • Jourdan Dunn • Tamara Ecclestone • Samantha Faiers • 
Greg Fossard • Holly Hagan • Zoe Hardman • Ben Hardy • Nicky Hilton • Paris Hilton 
• Lady Kitty Spencer • Danielle Lloyd • Camilla Mackintosh • Zara Martin • Lilah 
Parsons • Vicky Pattison • Laura Pradelska • Denise Van Outen • Laura Whitmore • 

Jonny Wilkinson • Mark Wright 

Commercials and Events

Bertolli • Bacardi • British Hair Awards • Boohoo.com • Lexus Europe - Commercial 
• The ‘GLAMOUR’ Beauty Festival • Heart Radio • Capital Radio • Mahogany shows 
for Salon International 2013 to 17 • Fabulous Magazine Event • L’Oreal Colour Tro-
phy Awards • The Serpentine Summer Party • The London Cabaret Club - Halloween 
Event • Cartier Event London • SKY VIP HUB at the 02 Arena • NFTS: National 
Film and Television School Productions • Nytimber Sparkling Wine Commercial • 
V Festival • Toni and Guy Graduation Shows • Vintage at ‘Goodwood’ • Revival At 
‘Goodwood’ • Sheila’s Wheels commercial • Macmillan ‘Falling’ commercial • Sam-
sung commercial • John Freida - Soiree • Mahogany Salon Graduation Shows • Gold-
en Jubilee Song 2012 • Panasonic mobile phone app for London 2012 • London 2012 

• Facebook app for Panasonic • Visit Britain promotional video.
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How To 
Enrol on Our 

Courses



We have a straightforward process to ensure 
enrolment runs smoothly and that we only 
offer a place to a student at either Longcross 
Studios or Elstree Studios if we are satisfied 
that it’s exactly the right course for them per-
sonally.

We hope that having read through this pro-
spectus you are now inspired to find out 
more. You can contact us either at Longcross 
Studios  (01344 635522) or Elstree Studios 
(0208 324 2669), or by emailing 
info@brushstroke.co.uk for more 
information.

We can then arrange an informal interview 
and tour of our training facilities. The best 
times are Monday to Thursday (10.30 to 
15.30) so you can see Brushstroke in action.

After completing a simple questionnaire a 
member of staff will spend time with you 
explaining the nature of the industry and the 
kind of make-up and hair jobs available,  plus 
how we deliver our training. We’ll also take 
you around the school and give you an op-
portunity to speak to the staff and students. 

The most important part of your visit is to 
ensure you have every opportunity to explore 
our range of courses and with our help, start 
to focus on the right one for you. If your 
location makes it difficult to visit Brushstroke 
(international students), we can arrange a 
telephone call to discuss your needs and pro-
gress your enrolment.

Following your visit (or telephone discussion) 
a member of the Brushstroke admin team 
will contact you to see if you need any further 
advice or guidance regarding your choice of 
course. Hopefully at this stage, we’ll be dis-
cussing your place on a course, confirming 
next steps and pre-course preparation.

If having a career as a professional make-up 
and hair artist is for you, then Brushstroke 
should be your automatic choice to help train 
and prepare you for success.



 
Elstree Studios: 0208 324 2669

Longcross Film Studios: 01344 635522
Pinewood Studios (Administration office): 0208 324 2669

Email: info@brushstroke.co.uk

www.brushstroke.co.uk 
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