
Year 8 Curriculum Newsletter Autumn Term 1 

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics (RPE) 

 

Year 8 students start the school year by delving into philosophy 
and asking the question 'How do we know anything for certain?' 
If you've seen the movie 'The Matrix' you will understand the 
philosophical enquiry we are dipping our toes into. We will look 
at the difference between fact, opinion and belief whilst explor-
ing the concept of 'reality'.  
 
Students will need to learn their key vocabulary carefully and will 
need to come to lessons ready to think deeply about the ques-
tions in class. 
 
 You can support your son/daughter by encouraging them to see 
two sides of the argument, ask them about their RPE lessons at 
school and for them to explain to you the philosophical enquiry 
that has taken place in class that day.  

English 

 

What's in the News? In this unit students will learn about news media 
including the history of news reporting, print media and digital media. 
They will learn all about bias, left- and right-leaning politics, and how 
papers and writers try to influence their readers. We will also make links 
to careers, for example learning about the role of the journalist, editors, 
reporters, correspondents and so on. 
 
Assessments: in week 3 students will write their own news report, then 
in week 5 they will complete a reading and writing assessment centred 
around news.  
 
How can parents help? Please ensure your child’s spellings homework 
and reading log are completed, that they complete their Lexia, and  
always bring a reading book to school. If you can listen to your children 
read too, that is even better! If you can encourage your children to read 
news articles and have discussions with them about the content within 
them that would be hugely beneficial.  

Maths 

 

What are we doing this half term? (1) Factors and powers in-
cluding powers of 10; standard form; calculations and estimation. 
(2) Algebra  such as simplifying expressions; expanding brackets; 
factorising; substitution and solving.  
 
Assessments: There will be a unit assessment after topic 1 and 2 
as described above. 
 
 How can parents help? Ensure your child has the correct equip-
ment for every lesson such as a pencil, ruler and their own scien-
tific calculator.  Encourage your child to engage fully with SPARX 
(the maths homework platform) spending at least 40 minutes per 
week doing their home learning - they should be completing 
100% of the tasks each week  

Science 

 

What are we doing this half term? (1) Fit and Healthy - the  
digestive system , food and enzymes, skeleton and muscles in 
Biology lessons, (2) Atoms, Elements and Compounds in  
Chemistry lessons (3) Energy in Physics lessons .Assessments: 
Low stake quizzes and SAM learning tasks completed for home-
work.  
 
 How can parents help? Ensure your child has the correct equip-
ment such as a pencil, ruler and their own scientific calculator. 
The BBC KS3 bitesize is a useful resource - https://
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zng4d2p.  It would be useful to 
have a KS3 Science revision guide for revision purposes. - https://
www.amazon.co.uk/KS3-SCIENCE-REVISION-LEVELS-GUIDES/dp/
B008MWXGFO 

History 

 
 
Congratulations on surviving the War of the Roses and seeing in the 
new dynasty known as the Tudors.  First, we will investigate how Henry 
Tudor strengthens his grip on the English throne.  We will then meet 
the infamous Henry VIII and his various wives, establishment of the 
Church of England and analysing interpretations on whether he really 
was that terrible!  
 We will then move on to his children and their influences on England: 
Edward VI and his changes to the church, Bloody Mary and her human 
barbeques and then Elizabeth and the defeat of the Spanish Armada, 
hang on kids fireships ahoy!  
 
Assessment - Interpretations of Henry VIII.  
 
How can parents help? Books, documentaries and weekend trips to 
historical sites. 

 DT Textiles –(Rotation) 

 

What are we doing this half term? Students will use recycled fabrics or 
clothing to design a Puggly Mascot. Throughout the project, students 
will look at quality control, fabric construction, hand-sewing, machine 
stitching, embroidery, applique, seam allowance and templates. The 
Puggly mascot project will allow students to develop independence 
whilst using the sewing machine, as they will have to ensure that they 
have sewn in the correct places to construct the product accurately. 
This particular Textiles project will challenge their problem-solving skills 
and ability to work to a high quality. 
 
Assessments: Design sketches will be assessed as well as the practical 
outcome of the mascot itself. 
 
 How can parents help? Discuss the project, look at existing mascots for 
a variety of events or teams. Help them to experiment or practice sew-
ing skills at home. 



Geography 

 

 
What are we doing this half term? Y8 students will delve into types 
of primary activities. Investigating farming and how food miles and 
sustainable food production are now important parts of the agricul-
tural industry. This topic includes a fieldtrip to Bocketts Farm to en-
sure students will develop their enquiry, data collection and analysis 
skills. 
 
Assessments: An end of topic written assessment, short and long 
answer questions.  
 
How can parents help? Ensure your child has the correct equipment 
including, glue, scissors and a green pen for peer and self-
assessment. Watch current TV programmes such as Countryfile or 
Our Yorkshire farm to see how relevant these industries are to our 
everyday lives. Make sure the literacy sheet is fully completed and 
test students to confirm that they know the keywords and defini-
tions. Make sure the revision notes for the assessment follow the 
guidance on the revision help sheet, to include definitions, diagrams, 
explanations and colours to help in learning the information. Testing 
students on the information on their revision pages helps build their 
confidence, that they can recall relevant information. 

Music 

 

 
What are we doing this half term? We will be learning about 
different moods in Music at the start of year 8. Students will be 
playing major and minor melodies on the keyboards and creating 
a short piece in pairs. Students will develop their reading of music 
and understanding of scales as well as developing their skills on 
the keyboard. 
 
Assessments: Performance of major and minor piece in pairs.  
 
How can parents help? Please ensure your child has a pen, a 
pencil and their Music book each lesson and provide help with 
learning the key musical words. 
 

 PE 

 

Building on skills, techniques and strategies learnt in year 7, stu-
dents will rotate through the curriculum on a half term cycle, ex-
periencing a variety of sports and activities from invasion games, 
net games, striking and fielding games, aesthetic activites and 
Athletics . Assessments : 
 
Students will be assessed throughout the practical blocks of work. 
 
How can parents help?: Please ensure students complete home 
learning tasks on time and that they are organised with their full 
kit on PE days. 

French 

 

What are we doing this half term? In year 8 French, students start 
by building upon the topic of family which was previously encoun-
tered in Year 7. This time, the focus will be on the world of work and 
leisure time. Students will learn to talk about themselves and also 
other people, use opinions to explain why and use future and past 
tenses more confidently. 
 
Assessments: Listening and reading assessments at half term.  
 
How can parents help? Highlight the importance of language learn-
ing in our global world for encouraging tolerance of other cultures as 
well as giving them the edge in business. Do not allow your child to 
use online translators and instead, remind them we expect them to 
us language seen in class.  Testing your child on key vocabulary and 
grammar ahead of assessments will help build confidence.  

Drama 

 

Building on skills and techniques learnt in Year 7, you will start 
with a unit about The Demon Barber of Fleet Street - Sweeney 
Todd. 
 
 Using his story, you will create drama based on aspects of his life 
and apply new techniques alongside those you already know.  
 
Assessment: Use of Angel/Devil technique and written evalua-
tion.  
 
Help at home? Help your child research into the story of 
Sweeney Todd and ensure they complete homework on time. try 
to go to the theatre when possible. 

DT Graphics (rotation) 

What are we doing this half term? Students will be using analysis, 
enterprise and teamwork skills in order to design and make a proto-
type of a flat-pack product. In completing the project, students will 
look at sustainability and material management, developing an 
awareness of intellectual property, and will look at how products are 
assembled.  They will also look at the importance of prototyping 
within the design process.  The project aims to develop students’ 
awareness of designing for a target audience, managing materials, 
prototyping and working with others.   
 
Assessments: Students will be assessed in the areas of Investigation 
(analysing flat-pack products and analysing their appropriateness for 
the fair), Designing (designing different products that could be sold) 
and Evaluating (evaluating the final product).   
 
How can parents help? Students will be designing a product for a 
realworld situation, so discussing what customers might want from 
the products they buy would be useful.  



Computer Science 

 

What are we doing this half term? In year 7 students were intro-
duced to computational thinking and basic programming tech-
niques. Students will be expanding on this and will be introduced 
to the Python programming language. They will learn how to write 
small programs and use the programming techniques they earnt 
about in year 7. They will re-visit computational thinking and apply 
this problem solving process to the programs they write in Python. 
 
 Assessments:  Students will be asked questions every lesson on 
the programming knowledge they have acquired. They will do an 
end of unit assessment assessing their knowledge on problem 
solving and the Python programming language. 
 
How can parents help? We ask parents to use online resources for 
learning Python. Parents can get their children to start looking 
through and using the CS Newbs website (https://
www.csnewbs.com/python) to get a head start on the program-
ming techniques taught in year 8. 

Spanish 

 

What are we doing this half term? In year 8 Spanish, students 
start by building upon the topic of family which was previously 
encountered in Year 7. This time, the focus will be on the world of 
work and leisure time. Students will learn to talk about themselves 
and also other people, use opinions to explain why and use future 
and past tenses more confidently.  
 
Assessments: Listening and reading assessments at half term.   
 
How can parents help? Highlight the importance of language 
learning in our global world for encouraging tolerance of other 
cultures as well as giving them the edge in business. Do not allow 
your child to use online translators and instead, remind them we 
expect them to us language seen in class.  Testing your child on key 
vocabulary and grammar ahead of assessments will help build 
confidence.   

Art 

 

 
Year 8 students investigate a variety of 'Natural World' as a starting 
point for their first project this year. Artists such as Maggi Ham-
bling, Georgia O'Keeffe and Yellena James inspire students to study, 
respond and analyse their artwork in written and visual forms. Stu-
dents create their own triptych through experimenting with a varie-
ty of mixed media and painting techniques.  
 
How can parents help? Please ensure that your child completes all 
their Art & Design homework activities for this project. Gathering 
natural forms such a shells and pine cones may inspire students and 
encourage them to notice seasonal changes in the natural world. 
Drawing equipment and good quality colouring pencils will support 
students in completing their work in lesson and at home.   
 

Design Technology (Rotation) 

 
 
What are we doing this half term? We will be looking into forces 
that act upon materials when we use the in products and polymer-
based materials. We will manufacture a pen holder from acrylic 
and crate a small night light. We will be trained how to use the 
pillar drill, polishing machine, plastic heating equipment, the vacu-
um former and soldering irons. We will focus on finishing skills to 
create high quality products. We will also cover the concept of 
quality assurance, quality control and tolerance within manufactur-
ing.  
Assessments: Students will be assessed on the Acrylic pen stand 
practical work which they have the opportunity to focus on quality. 
Students will be assessed on their small night light, in which their 
soldering skills and ability to construct a vacuum formed case will 
be the focus. 
 How can parents help?  Take an interest in the project work and 
skills they are learning and discuss them. Help them look at prod-
ucts made from polymer materials and try and work out how they 
are made and constructed. 

 

Food and Nutrition 

 
 
Students will gain a good understanding of pathogenic bacteria, cross contamination and food poisoning, how to prevent the spread of bac-
teria when preparing, storing and cooking food. They will build on their knowledge of nutrition and the healthy eating guidelines by com-
pleting a nutritional analysis. Students will be introduced to food science terms which will allow them to understand the function of ingredi-
ents within food products and the science behind the ingredient, why it can change the texture and appearance of food. Practical lessons will 
include Pasta tomato, chicken fajitas, bread rolls, shortcrust pastry and planning a healthy snack.   
 
Assessment will include, Nutritional analysis, Sensory evaluation, Making of their own healthy snack.  
 
What parents can do to help: encourage independence and ownership by getting your child to weigh and measure their ingredients them-
selves for practical lessons. Try making the dishes again at home and adapting and improving on them. Promote healthy food choices.  
details.  


