Curriculum Intent

By the end of Key Stage 3, all learners will have developed practical musical skills, musical
literacy, and be able to analyse music from different cultures, eras and styles using the elements
of music (MAD T SHIRT). Through a richly diverse and engaging curriculum, learners will develop
an appreciation for a wide range of music, embedding and building on contextual understanding
and developing compositional, performance and listening and appraising skills.

At GCSE, learners will study these elements of music in greater depth and analyse pieces from
the four areas of study — Musical Forms and Devices, Music for Ensemble, Film Music and
Popular Music. GCSE students will develop performance and ensemble skills and learn to
compose in a range of styles.

All Music students will engage in meaningful collaborative experiences that develop their ability
to be committed, resilient, confident, disciplined, independent and respectful, skills that are
essential to succeed in life.

Learners will develop an appreciation for the power of music and understand how music can be
used to convey mood and meaning. We aim to expose learners to the rich and varied content
that the world of music has to offer and allow them to develop their critical and analytical skills
to enable them to make connections and become independent thinkers.




Curriculum Intent

To make music lessons inclusive, it is important to anticipate what barriers to taking part and
learning particular activities, lessons or a series of lessons may pose for pupils with particular
SEN and/or disabilities. Within our planning, we will endeavour to find ways of minimising or
reducing those barriers so that all pupils can fully take part and learn. In some activities, pupils
with SEN and/or disabilities will be able to take part in the same way as their peers. In others,
some modifications or adjustments will need to be made to include everyone. For some
activities, we may need to provide a ‘parallel’ activity for pupils with SEN and/or disabilities, so
that they can work towards the same lesson objectives as their peers, but in a different way - eg
using ICT software to enable pupils to create compositions rather than relying on handwritten
notation. Occasionally, pupils with SEN and/or disabilities will have to work on different
activities, or towards different objectives, from their peers.
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Feel the Rhythm
Exploring rhythm using the
djembes and other
percussion.

Specific Skills
How to work successfully as a
team
How to rehearse effectively
Collaboration
Leadership
Coordination

Home Learning

Christmas Singing
Using the voice and singing as
a choir

Specific Skills
Singing as a choir
Using appropriate vocal
techniques
Being expressive
Performing in a concert

Home Learning

Keyboard Skills and
Performance
Developing keyboard and
performance skills

Specific Skills
How to practise effectively
Motor skills
Reading notation
Confidence
Performance skills

Home Learning

Fanfares
Using triads to compose a
fanfare in ternary form

Specific Skills
Working to a structure
Reading western notation
Collaboration

Home Learning

The Orchestra
Exploring the different
instruments, timbres and
moods created by an
orchestra

Specific Skills
Reading notation
Confidence
Collaboration
Identifying instruments

Home Learning

Orchestral Arrangement
Creating an arrangement of the
New Symphony by Dvorak

Specific Skills
Arranging a theme
Working to a set structure
Reading notation

Home Learning

Revision activities to prepare Lyric learning Revision activities to prepare N/A Revision activities to prepare N/A
for listening assessment for listening assessment for listening assessment
—t—l
Assessments Assessments Assessments Assessments Assessments Assessments
Rhythmic dictation listening Written assessments based Solo Performance of a Performance of a fanfare N/A Performance of an arrangement
assessment around notation pre-written piece of Dvorak’s New World
Either a keyboard piece or Symphony featuring a
own instrument composed B section (pairs)
Major and Minor Melodies Full Moon Fantasy The Blues Keyboard Skills and Musical Adverts Indian Music
Developing understanding of Performing a piece of music Exploring the Blues and Performance Creating a piece of music to Exploring the music of India and

major and minor keys and
scales

Specific Skills
Using sharps and flats
Keyboard skills — 2-hand
playing
Playing fluently and
accurately

Home Learning
Revision activities to prepare
for listening assessment

involving dissonance and
chromaticism

Specific Skills
Working to a set structure
Using chromaticism and
dissonance
Using the elements to create
an appropriate and effective
mood

Home Learning
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Assessments
Listening assessment based
around tonality

Assessments
Performance of Grieg's 'In the
Hall of the Mountain King'

creating a 12-bar blues piece
in groups and pairs

Specific Skills
Playing chords, bass lines and
riffs
Improvisation
Collaboration

Home Learning
Revision activities to prepare
for listening assessment

Assessments
Solo Performance of a
pre-written piece
Either a keyboard piece or
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Developing keyboard and
performance skills

Specific Skills
How to practise effectively
Motor skills
Reading notation
Confidence
Performance skills

Home Learning
N/A

Assessments
Solo Performance of a
pre-written piece
Either a keyboard piece or
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accompany a TV advert

Specific Skills
Composing to a video
Collaboration
Confidence
Using the elements to create
an appropriate and effective
mood

Home Learning
Revision activities to prepare
for listening assessment

Assessments
Performance of a composition
that accompanies a TV advert

(pairs)

composing a piece using
features of Indian music

Specific Skills
Creativity
Using araga and a tala
Identifying and appreciating the
music of another culture
Collaboration

Home Learning
N/A

Assessments
Performance of a composition
of arag
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Jazz

Exploring jazz, delving into jazz harmony and
scales and composing a jazz piece on the

keyboards

Specific Skills

Playing chords, bass lines and licks

Improvisation
Collaboration
Creativity

Home Learning

Revision activities to prepare for listening

assessment

Assessments

Performance of a jazz composition

(pairs)

Remix
Creating a Trance remix of
Pachelbel’s Canon on
Garageband

Specific Skills
ICT skills on Garageband
Editing and arranging
Using software synthesizers
Working to a set brief
Entering parts accurately in pitch
and rhythm

Home Learning
N/A

Assessments
Completed version of remix
exported to mp3 for assessment
(pairs)

Hooks and Riffs
What makes music catchy?
Using keyboard to perform and
compose hooks and riffs

Specific Skills
Keyboard skills — 2-hand playing
Playing fluently and accurately
Collaboration
Creativity

Home Learning
Revision activities to prepare for
listening assessment

Assessments
Performance of a composition that
features melodic and harmonic riffs

and hooks
(pairs)

Film Music — Keyboards
Developing an
understanding of film music
and learning to play
leitmotifs and movie
themes on the keyboard

Specific Skills
Reading music
Identifying musical features
and how the elements are used
to create a mood

Home Learning
Revision activities to prepare
for listening assessment

Assessments
Performance of a piece of Film
Music on the keyboards
(pairs)

Film Music - Composition
Composing a piece of music to
fit an action scene from a film

Specific Skills
Editing and arranging
Using the elements to create an
appropriate and effective mood
Writing effective melodies

Home Learning
N/A

Assessments
Assessment of composition for
action scenes
(pairs)
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