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This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

Thamesmead’s music curriculum allows students to perform, compose and
listen to a diverse range of genres. Curriculum planning at KS3 music aims to
prepare all students to opt for music at GCSE level if they so choose. We do this
by exposing students to the fundamental musical skills and knowledge needed
to be successful if opting for GCSE music. If opting for GCSE music, students
will be entered on the Edugas exam board course. Details of both the KS3 and
KS4 curriculum outline can be accessed on our website:
thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk

Students at KS3 are allocated 2 hours per fortnight of curriculum music. GCSE
music students are allocated 6 hours of curriculum music per fortnight in year
10, and 7 hours in year 11.



https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/

How is the kS3 curriculum designed, and what opportunities do students have during
curriculum music lesson time?

e Thamesmead’s music curriculum is informed by the model music curriculum.

e All students are given the opportunity to perform, compose and listen in a
diverse range of genres. Students will experience whole class ensemble singing,
whole class instrumental workshops as well as being able to perform and
compose by themselves. Students will develop a deeper understanding of
musical language needed to communicate with appropriate terminology for their
performing, composing and listening activities.

e Students have access to djembe drums and other percussion instruments,
ukuleles, keyboards, a small amount of orchestral instruments and an Apple
mac suite.

How is the kS4 curriculum designed, and what opportunities do students have during
curriculum music lesson time?

e Thamesmead’s music curriculum is informed by the Edugas exam board
suggested 2 year course plan

e All students are given the opportunity to perform, compose and listen in a
diverse range of genres. Students will experience whole class ensemble singing,
whole class instrumental workshops as well as being able to perform and
compose by themselves. Students will develop a deeper understanding of
musical language needed to communicate with appropriate terminology for their
performing, compose and listening activities.

e Students have access to djembe drums and other percussion instruments,
ukuleles, keyboards, a small amount of orchestral instruments and an apple mac
suite.

Students will be able to gain a GCSE music qualification if they opt for it in year 10 and
11. Students will also be able to build a portfolio of work in a music production co-
curricular provision to showcase to prospective colleges and further educational
centres. Students may also enter themselves into graded ABRSM, Trinty or
RockSchool examinations through their peripatetic teacher at school.

Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

Students have the option to take individual music lessons with a variety of peripatetic
teachers at school. Thamesmead allows students to work with self-employed teachers
who distribute their own timetables to arrange lessons either during or after the school



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-music-in-schools

day. Students and parents can submit their interest through an application form on the
school website. See below for further information on pricing and subsidies.

Thamesmead also offers a number of free co-curricular opportunities in music. Music
clubs on offer are: Choir, GCSE music club, music production, keyboard club, guitar
ensemble, rock and pop band.

Students can make use of school instruments loans depending on instrument
availability. Where possible and depending of departmental budget, school instruments
can be loaned to students wishing to have lessons on an orchestral instrument.

Also consider including:

e Lesson prices are £19 per half an hour weekly lesson, charged directly by the
peripatetic teacher. Pupil premium students are entitled to a 50% discount.

e Students can take part in free music clubs listed above. Students will be able to
find out more information via the weekly student notices. Parents will be able to
find information about clubs on the school website.

e Students are able to use space to practice at breaks, lunches and after school
where they are able to be supervised by a member of staff in the music building.
Students have access to a variety of school instruments, 2 large classrooms and
4 practice room spaces including a specialist drum studio, as well as 20 iMacs
with both Garageband and Logic Pro X.

Not only does the school partner with self-employed peripatetic teachers, but works
with an agency called ‘Open2Music’ who also extend our peripatetic music tuition. We
have historically had waiting lists for certain instruments and they have been able to
provide lessons to over 20 extra students.

Part C: Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

Students have the chance to showcase their talents in a variety of musical
experiences.

Thamesmead puts on a large concert each term. We also provide students with
opportunities to perform in smaller informal concerts throughout the year. The three
formal concerts include the Christmas Carol Concert, the Spring Concert and the
Summer Concert.

Students in year 7 are encouraged to perform as a choir at the carol concert. They will
have spent five lessons learning a Christmas song which can be showcased at the
concert. Although not a compulsory activity, students are encouraged, and last year’s
concert saw well over half the year group singing in front of a full concert hall audience.




Students also enjoy showcasing their talents through informal lunchtime concerts
which gives all students a chance to listen to and watch musical talent amongst their
peers.

Students also have the chance to audition for the school show, which is either straight
theatre or a musical theatre performance. This is largely directed by the drama
department.

As a school, we also enjoy a yearly tradition whereby students are given the chance to
perform at the local ‘Big Tree Night'. This is a large community event in Shepperton
where large crowds gather to watch a variety of musical performances. It is a brilliant
opportunity to offer something back to the community but also provide students with
the chance to develop their performances skills in public.

All events and concerts are free to participate in and attend

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

As a school, one of the main aims is to increase participation in co-curricular music.
We plan to do this by creating a culture where performance and creation of music is
celebrated and provide more opportunities to compose and perform.

The first step to achieving this is to work on outreach to feeder primary school. We plan
on providing workshops to prospective students in year 5 and 6 who will enrol at
Thamesmead. These workshops will expose students to the expectations of music
education at Thamesmead and give them a taster of what is to come.

We also plan to increase uptake of students studying orchestral instruments with the
goal of developing a chamber orchestra. Incentives to do so include being loaned a
school instrument where funding and availability allow.




