
Name Profile

Bill Kerr
Chair of Governing Body

After qualifying as a Chartered Accountant in 1985 I lived and worked in Europe for 15 years, mainly in 
Italy before returning to the UK. My family moved to Shepperton in 2004. After 19 years with The Vitec 
Group, a PLC based in Richmond, where I was Group Treasurer for the last 10 years, I retired on 31st 
March 2020.
I joined the Governing Board in September 2017 as a parent Governor. My daughter has now completed 
Year 11 and is going to College. My younger son is still attending Thamesmead. My aim is to assist and 
support the Head Teacher and his staff with the strategy behind their daily efforts to look after, keep safe 
and educate all of Thamesmead 1,000+ students.

Jason Tendler
Vice Chair of Governors

I became a Governor at Thamesmead School in September 2017 when my daughter was in Year 8. She left 
the school with strong GCSE results and following completion of her A-Levels, is continuing her education 
journey at university. I have lived in or around Shepperton for the past 25 years, so know the local area 
well. My professional background is in Financial Services where I have worked for over 30 years. I have 
undertaken customer facing roles, data analytics, product management and change management. My 
role is centred on customers and delivering the best possible outcomes, working to time and budget.
I commit time to supporting Life Skills, a scheme that helps young people get the skills and experiences 
they need to enter the world of work. Currently I am a Vice-Chair of the Governing Body and Vice-Chair of 
the Personal, Development, Behaviour & Welfare committee.

Fred Pogson
Vice Chair of Governors

I moved to Shepperton in 2015 as we felt Thamesmead was the right school for my youngest child, who 
subsequently completed their GCSEs in 2019 and moved on to Esher College. I recently retired from the 
British Army, having served in the Educational and Training Services Branch. My professional background 
includes training design and delivery, coaching, instructor development, policy development and change 
management. My first degree was in Psychology and I have an MA in Education. Currently I am a Vice-
Chair of the Governing Body and Chair of the Curriculum, Learning and Standards committee.

Mike Coombs
Governor

I graduated in Classics from London University then worked for IBM before starting my own IT supply and 
services company aimed at large corporate customers. I live locally, am married and have a daughter who 
started at Thamesmead in 2008, who graduated from university in Economics and is now working as a 
Data Scientist, and a son who started at Thamesmead in 2010, served an apprenticeship then graduated 
from university in Mechanical Engineering and is now working as an engineer at Shepperton Studios.
I have served on the Executive Committee of 1st Shepperton (St Nicholas) Scout Group and have been 
Chairman of the fundraising team at Spelthorne Gymnastics Club. I became a Governor of Thamesmead 
School in February 2009.
I played competitive football, cricket and athletics but now prefer to watch all sports. Other interests 
include travel, current affairs, music and history.
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Alexis Zenonos
Governor

I recently joined Thamesmead School as a new Governor and have a daughter in year 7. I have lived in the 
Staines area all my life and have been a police officer since 2009. I have worked in many areas of policing, 
including front line emergency response, transport, firearms and have recently worked on the largest 
technological change programme the police service has ever seen.
I look forward to working closely with Thamesmead, senior leadership team and other Governors to 
ensure it is the best secondary school for education and welfare and continues to support and prepare 
our children to become successful adults and leaders for the future.

Nikki Jenkins
Governor

I originally Chaired the Friends of Thamesmead Association for three years and was a member for five.
Historically, I worked at The Riverside Club in Chiswick for almost 10 years in various roles, ultimately 
supervising their accounts department. I took a career break to have a family and returned to work as part 
of the office team in an Ofsted Outstanding Primary School. From the school, I went on to be the Office 
Manager/Deputy General Manager of Hazelwood, home to London Irish. My daughter has now left 
Thamesmead to attend College. I am delighted with the education and support she received.

Gareth Cooper
Governor

Originally from South Africa, I have been in the UK for 20 years now. My experience is in both Business and 
Education, and I’ve been teaching Mathematics & Further Mathematics at Latymer Upper, an 
Independent Co-educational school in West London, for 15 years – I have also been a Head of Year in the 
Lower School for 14 of those years.
My love for sport has also meant I have many years of playing and coaching experience too, mainly in 
Cricket and Hockey, and was previously the Head of Cricket at Latymer, for 7 years. My family recently 
moved to Shepperton, and I joined as a Governor at Thamesmead over the Summer – I very much look 
forward to being a part of the continued growth and development of the school in the years ahead.

Joanna Fudge 
Parent Governor 

I am a newly appointed Parent Governor with currently one child at Thamesmead, and I have a deep 
interest in the school’s development and its ongoing success.
In my professional capacity, I am the Operations Lead at a secondary school in Surrey and have a strong 
background in financial oversight, resource management and strategic planning. I work closely with 
senior leadership teams to ensure the smooth running of day-to-day operations whilst aligning with the 
school’s long-term goals.
I recognise the importance of strong governance in shaping the direction of the school and I look forward 
to making a contribution in ensuring that it meets its objectives, particularly in the areas of educational 
performance and financial sustainability.

Scott Lovelock
Governor

I work in youth engagement Nationally and have a real passion for seeing young people realise their 
true potential and being the very best version of themselves.
I have had a child at Thamesmead and one that will join in September 2026. I’m really excited to be 
part of the excellent governing body shaping the positive future of Thamesmead.
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Johnny Kyriacou
Governor

I am currently Director of Education at Warwickshire County Council. I am passionate about education 
and the part it plays in improving the life chances of young people. Everything I have done and every 
decision I have made throughout my career, previously as a teacher and now as a senior leader for 
education in a local authority, has been underpinned by my firm belief that children can succeed, 
whatever their background.
I have a degree in History with English, a PGCE in History and an MA in Historical research. I was born and 
raised in London by a single parent immigrant. I am a proud father of two beautiful young children of mixed 
heritage. I have lived in Spelthorne since 2013.
It is a privilege to be able to work as governor at Thamesmead. I will use my extensive educational 
background and experience to help shape the strategic vision and goals of the school.

Rachel Wells
Governor

As a family, we have lived in Shepperton since 2015. In total, we have had five children attending 
Thamesmead.
When our two youngest were diagnosed with Special Educational Needs, I sought a break from my 
professional career in international marketing communications and took on a TLA role at St Nicholas CofE 
Junior School, working predominantly to support Year 6 students preparing for their transition to 
secondary education.
My primary aim as a Governor will be to help ensure that all our children get the opportunity to access 
an education that enables them to thrive well into their individual futures, and guide strategies that ensure 
the school is well equipped to meet the needs of our community’s valuable young people.

Kali Sothinathan
Governor

I have lived locally for five years and have been a secondary school teacher for the past 18 years, with 
experience both locally and abroad. I hold a degree in Computing and a Master’s in Mathematics 
Education. Over the years, I have taken on various roles, including Teacher, Head of Department, Head of 
Year, and Senior Leader.
Driven by a passion for education and leadership, I have recently become a school governor to share my 
knowledge and experience in shaping the future of education.

Jay Khimji
Governor

I became a Governor at Thamesmead School in November 2021, shortly after my son started attending 
the school. I am an actuary by profession and have provided advice to pension schemes for over 20 years. 
My role requires integrity, strategic thinking and analytical competence and I am keen to utilise the skills I 
have gained to help the school make progress towards its objectives.
I am, in addition, particularly passionate about diversity and inclusion and I believe the school must play a 
pivotal role in striving to ensure everyone has a chance to succeed and to help pupils set their dreams 
without being constrained by their background.

Philip Reeves
Ex-officio
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Danielle Meredith
Governor

For the past 7 years, I have worked in the Performing Arts department of Lady Eleanor Holles School in 
Hampton, and I am about to embark on a new role in an education technology company. I have an in-depth 
knowledge of school operations, particularly in extracurricular activities, music and drama and how they 
contribute to a well-rounded education and student mental health. I am passionate about the creative arts 
and believe it’s vital that there is provision and access for young people to develop and value their creative 
voices.
Before transitioning into education, I had a successful career in television production and marketing. I 
produced multiple campaigns for Channel 4 and Sky as well as other channels and networks and I have 
extensive experience in marketing, communications, and budget management.
I am looking forward to bringing my experience in marketing, administration, and children’s wellbeing to 
Thamesmead’s governing board. Thamesmead already has a strong vision and ethos, and I am eager to help 
the school continue its positive impact on students, staff and the local and wider community.

Melissa Sartin
Governor

As a parent of three children currently attending Thamesmead, I am personally invested in the school’s 
success and the wellbeing of its students. My professional background as a Speech and Language Therapy 
Manager for the Local Authority brings specialist knowledge and experience, particularly in the areas of 
special educational needs and neurodiversity.
I am passionate about creating an inclusive educational environment where every child can thrive, and 
where the staff working with them are well trained, well trusted, and well supported. My experience in 
managing therapy services and working directly with children who have diverse needs has given me a unique 
perspective and practical experience of the importance of tailored educational approaches, whilst 
partnership working across local schools and decision-making boards has given me a pragmatic 
understanding of the school landscape.
My professional expertise combined with my personal commitment as a parent will enable me to contribute 
effectively to Thamesmead’s governance. I look forward to collaborating with the governors, staff, and 
parents to ensure that our school continues to provide a nurturing and high-quality education for all 
students.

Dhru Patel
Staff Governor

Having been a student at Thamesmead, it was here where my passion to be a teacher came about. I feel very 
fortunate to now be able to give back to the Thamesmead community in my role as a PE teacher and Head of 
Year.
Being part of the Thamesmead family is special and I feel privileged to be able to share my passion to those 
in my care, each and every day. Every student joins us with different starting points and experiences, it is my 
belief that this is taken into consideration to give all students, the chance to succeed. A huge part of my 
belief, is that relationships with staff and students alike, play a key part in this success- I strive to learn all 
names of students, whether I teach them or not, and have set myself the aim of wishing all of my year 
group, Happy Birthday, on the day of their birthday, to further strengthen my relationship with those in my 
year group.
I look forward to taking up my role as Staff Governor, to further develop my understanding of the running of 
the school and will look to bring my passion for Thamesmead to this role also.
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