
Welcome to our
Year 10 & 11 
Parent Partnership 
Evening

Wednesday 16th September 2026



EVERY CHILD'S LEARNING EXPERIENCE

In every lesson at Thamesmead School, every child can expect the following:

• High expectations and ambitious learning for all

• Knowledge-rich lessons that build understanding over time

• Clear explanations and expert modelling from teachers

• Opportunities to think hard and actively participate

• Regular checking for understanding throughout the lesson

• Feedback that helps learning improve and progress

• Support when needed, and challenge when ready

• A calm, purposeful learning environment

"Our approach is built on what research tells us about learning in the brain."



THE LEARNING JOURNEY

At Thamesmead, every lesson is designed with this journey in mind,  helping children not just encounter 

knowledge, but truly retain and use it.

We help children remember and use learning in the future, not just complete today's work. 
Every strategy we use in the classroom is chosen because evidence tells us it supports lasting 

learning in the brain.
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WHAT YOU WILL SEE IN A THAMESMEAD LESSON

TEACHERS WILL...

• Explain new learning clearly and precisely

• Model expert thinking, showing how to approach tasks step by step

• Break learning into manageable steps to build understanding

• Ask questions to check understanding and address misconceptions quickly

• Provide feedback during learning to help pupils improve

STUDENTS WILL...

• Think hard and engage deeply with new material

• Discuss ideas and explain their reasoning to peers and teachers

• Practice important knowledge to move it into long-term memory

• Retrieve previous learning to strengthen memory over time

• Take increasing responsibility for their own learning journey



WHY WE USE RETRIEVAL PRACTICE

Retrieval practice means actively bringing knowledge back to mind,  and this is one of the most 

powerful things we can do to help children truly learn and remember.

Retrieval Practice Techniques We Use at Thamesmead:

• Low-stakes quizzes: short, frequent quizzes with no pressure, focused on strengthening memory

• Retrieval starters: lessons begin by recalling prior learning before introducing new content

• Recall questions: targeted questions that require children to retrieve what they have learned

• Cumulative review: regularly revisiting earlier topics to keep knowledge strong over time
.



HOW PARENTS CAN HELP

Support your child's learning at home with these simple but powerful strategies:

• Encourage regular reading : even 10 minutes a day makes a difference

• Talk about learning at home : make it part of everyday conversation

• Ask your child to explain what they have learned : teaching others deepens understanding

• Practise retrieval rather than rereading : help your child recall, not just review

• Celebrate effort, practice, and perseverance : not just results 

Suggested questions to ask your child:

"What did you learn today?"

"Can you explain it to me?"

"What have you learned this week that you can still remember?“

These questions encourage your child to retrieve and articulate their learning : one of the most effective ways to 

strengthen memory and build long-term understanding.



Advice from former 
students

• Ask teachers for help when you don’t understand

• Doesn’t waste lesson time taking the longest route to 
lessons

• School work doesn’t finish at 2.35 – you need to work at 
home! 

• Start revision for exams and assessments in the Autumn 
term

• Give plenty of time to revision



Revision 

• Revision needs to start now for assessments 
so the habit is established

• Knowledge needs to be retained in the long 
term memory, not the working memory if 
students are to be successful in their 
assessments and exams

• Secure knowledge will give students 
confidence when sit each assessment



Revision technique that 
works!

Create Cornell Notes

• Rule 2 lines on a page

• List topic headings on the LH side of the page

• Beside each recall what is known already

• Open the textbook/revision guide and add in a 
different colour what wasn’t known 

• At the bottom of the page note 3/4 main 
things in bullet points that need to be learnt 



Cornell notes



Revision technique that 
works!

Create flash cards

• Use what needs to be learnt from the Cornell 
notes to write out a set of flash cards for 
every subject

• On one side have questions and the other side 
the answers

• The student can use these to test themselves 
or get parents to test them 



Revision technique that 
works!

Spaced practice

• Get 3 boxes

• Put all the sets of subject flash cards in box 1

• When a student gets the answers on a flash card 
correct, they move the card to box 2. If they get it 
wrong, it stays in box 1 to be tested next time.

• A week later, if they get the answer right, it moves to 
box 3. If it’s wrong, the card movesd back to box 1 
again

• The aim is to get all cards into box 3



Revision timetable

• Each revision session should last 30 minutes

• Gold day = 4 sessions, Silver day = 3 sessions, 
Bronze day = 2 sessions

• Across a 7 day week students should have:

    3 Gold days

    2 Silver days

    1 Bronze day

    A whole day off at the weekend
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Planners



Planners



"Every day at 
school is a chapter. 
Miss enough, and 
the story stops 
making sense."



What does it 
cost my child?

▪ Gaps in understanding​

▪ Lost grades​

▪ Lost social threads​

▪ Lost confidence





The Current Picture
“Attendance is Everybody’s Business”

Pre-Pandemic
Persistent Absence 

National Average

12.7%

Current
Persistent Absence 

National Average

24.21%



Tackling The Problem
“Attendance is Everybody’s Business”

The 7 

Thamesmead 

Values

Aspiration

Independence

Confidence

Commitment

Resilience

Respect

Community

Exciting Career Options

Successful at work

Doors open to 

opportunities

Able to meet challenges



How Can Parents Support? 
“Attendance is Everybody’s Business”

Get in touch early – you know your child best!

Distinguish between

"I feel a bit off but can 

get through the day" 

and "I'm actually 

unwell"

Help them to practice 

good hygiene

Protect sleep and 

routine

Watch for Sunday night/ 

Monday morning 

patterns/ clustered after 

weekends and holidays

Talk about school 

positively

Avoid term time leave



Spot it Early

1. Reluctance — grumbling, slow to get ready, but still attending

2. Selective avoidance — missing specific lessons or parts of the 
day 

3. Somatic complaints — stomachaches, headaches, feeling sick, 
concentrated on school mornings and easing off at weekends

4. Partial attendance — arriving late, leaving early, or attending but 
withdrawn once there

5. Full avoidance — whole days, then whole weeks

“Attendance is Everybody’s Business”

Invisible in 

Data

Too Late



Whatever the Reason – We Can Help
“Attendance is Everybody’s Business”

Genuine struggle 

to get through the 

door?

Tell us, don’t 

manage it alone – 

we can help

If it's a case of not 

fancying it?

Still get them in – 

we'll take it from 

there





How can you support with English Language?

• Read!

1. Vocabulary
2. Devices
3. Sentence structure
4. Whole text structure



ENGLISH LITERATURE

• GCSE English Literature students study over 65,000 words of 
fiction, drama and poetry across four set texts



7 8 9

10

11 2 of 9 
pages!





Maths 



Revision activities can be 

found here. 

Students can type in the 

topic they want to find 

and set the level of 

difficulty.

Using Sparx



Assessment Feedback

• After every assessment, students will 

be given a Personalised Learning 

Checklist (PLC)

• It shows students what they still 

need to work on and gives them the 

Sparx clip number so they can do 

this.

• It is useful to use these like a topic 

list when revising.  

• Teachers will use this to help set 

individualised homework tasks too!



• Help with a revision schedule. 

• Make sure they have the right equipment – they need to get to know their 

calculators!

• Talk about Maths in a positive way and encourage students to estimate as 

much as possible (cooking ingredients, time taken for journeys, 

measurements etc) – even students aiming for the highest grades make 

mistakes here.  

• Check that they are doing 

their home-learning 

themselves, not with AI.  

Support Maths at Home



Protecting learning, 
attention and well 

being for our young 
people

A Phone Free School Day



Why are we making this change?

•Reducing distraction
•Support relationships
•Maximising learning



What parents told us

•Strong Support for a phone-free school day
•Parents want children to be contactable 

before and after school
•Families want reassurance about safety and 

medical needs



What will change?

•Phones may still be brought to school
•Phones remain available before and after 

school
•Phones are placed away in pouches during 

the school day
•No access during lessons, break or 

lunchtime



Why pouches?

Safe
• Students keep possession of their phone

Secure 
• Reduced risk of loss, theft or damage

Effective
• No access during the school day



Questions parents asked

What about travelling to and from 
school?

What about medical and SEND 
needs?

Students still have access before and 
after school

Accessible pouches
Reasonable adjustments to be made 
with individuals

What if I need to contact my child? What if a phone is damaged?

School communication arrangements 
remain in place

Unlikely
We would work with each individual 
case



Contacting your child in 
the school day

• Current systems remain in place
• We want students to be engaged as much as possible in 

their learning. If you need to contact your child during the 
school day, please contact the main office who will take the 
appropriate action.

• The school is then able to control when this message is 
passed on to be the least disruptive for your child in class.

• Students – reception or HOY/ PM will support to contact 
home



How will we introduce 
pouches?

•Further communication with 
parents
•Student training and assemblies
•Soft launch – Fri 2nd Oct
•Full implementation from - 

Monday 2nd Nov



How it works



How it will work at Thamesmead

Students show they 
have a pouch on 

arrival. Unlock the 
pouch.

Any without sent to 
reception – phone 

handed in

Student turns phone 
off and places in 

pouch as they enter. 
Pouch is closed

Tutors check all 
phones in pouches at 

Tutor Period

Late arrivals – checked 
at reception

Random checks over 
launch to ensure 

compliance

End of school students 
unlock on exit – 

multiple stations at all 
exits

Pouches closed for 
journey home

Early departures – 
unlocked at reception 

on signing out

Detentions/ catch up – 
phones remain in 

pouches



What happens if...

A student forgets their pouch Found with a phone in school

Phone handed in to reception. Collected at 
end of day.

1st occasion – confiscation, parents collect.
2nd occasion – confiscation, parents collect 
and meet key MOS
3rd occasion – confiscation and retained with 
escalating nights for each subsequent time

Does not bring a phone to school Places another phone or object in pouch

Phone call home to check
Search if parents tell us they have a phone
If found with a phone consequences 
followed

As above

Damaged pouch Refusal to follow any of above

Accidental/ faulty – support to replace
Phone handed in each day until replaced
Deliberate – replaced at cost to student

Escalation to internal exclusion until 
situation resolved



Cost

• £16 per pouch – via Tucasi
• Encourage ownership and personal responsibility
• Support available for families who need it
• Students are responsible for their individual pouch 
– please label them clearly

• Lost or damaged pouches will need to be replaced 
at the same cost

• Pristine pouches can be returned at the end of Year 
11 for a credit towards their prom ticket - £10



Any questions or 
thoughts

• Please speak to a member of staff at the end 
of the meeting



Key information 
• Year 10 & 11 Subject content – this is on our 

website in the form of a Curriculum 
newsletter

• The Study Room for Year 11 (Rm 16B) is open 
till 3.30pm on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday  for students who wish to complete 
work/revise in school before they go home

• Catch-up sessions for Year 11 – these are 
going to be running for invited students after 
school starting



Key information 

• Study skills  – students in Year 11 will have 
training on these at the beginning of next 
term 

• Year 11 & Year 10 RPE Mocks – these will take 
place from the 2nd till 13th November and 
from the 22nd February till the 5th March

• Year 10 & 11 Data reports – you will receive 3 
of these during the year, the first of which will 
be sent out on Thursday 15th October

•  



Key information
• Year 11 Progress Review meetings – these will be 

held in person on Thursday 10th December and 
Tuesday 23rd March

• Year 10 Progress Review meetings – will be on 
Wednesday 13th January 

• Raising subject concerns – if you have any concerns 
about your child’s work, please contact the class 
teacher or Curriculum or Subject Leader in the first 
instance

• Dropping subjects – students will not be permitted 
to drop any subject

    



College Open Evenings

Please see our website for a very 
comprehensive list of college 

events that are taking place over 
the next few months



Questions

We are happy to answer 
questions at the end of the 

presentation.
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