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EVERY CHILD'S LEARNING EXPERIENCE

In every lesson at Thamesmead School, every child can expect the following:
¢ High expectations and ambitious learning for all

e Knowledge-rich lessons that build understanding over time

e Clear explanations and expert modelling from teachers

* Opportunities to think hard and actively participate

¢ Regular checking for understanding throughout the lesson

e Feedback that helps learning improve and progress

e Support when needed, and challenge when ready

e A calm, purposeful learning environment

"O.approach is built on what research tells us about learning in the brain."
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THE LEARNING JOURNEY
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At Thamesmead, every lesson is designed with this journey in mind, helping children not just encounter /
knowledge, but truly retain and use it.

We help children remember and use learning in the future, not just complete today's work.
Every strategy we use in the classroom is chosen because evidence tells us it supports Ias‘g
learning in the brain.
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WHAT YOU WILL SEE IN A THAMESMEAD LESSON

TEACHERS WILL...

e Explain new learning clearly and precisely

e Model expert thinking, showing how to approach tasks step by step
* Break learning into manageable steps to build understanding

® Ask questions to check understanding and address misconceptions quickly
e Provide feedback during learning to help pupils improve

STUDENTS WILL...

* Think hard and engage deeply with new material

e Discuss ideas and explain their reasoning to peers and teachers

* Practice important knowledge to move it into long-term memory
- e Retrieve previous learning to strengthen memory over time

* Take increasing responsibility for their own learning journey
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Advice from former
students

e Ask teachers for help when you don’t understand

e Doesn’t waste lesson time taking the longest route to
lessons

e School work doesn’t finish at 2.35 — you need to work at
home!

e Start revision for exams and assessments in the Autumn
term

e Give plenty of time to revision
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Revision

e Revision needs to start now for assessments
so the habit is established

e Knowledge needs to be retained in the long
term memory, not the working memory if
students are to be successful in their
assessments and exams

e Secure knowledge will give students
confidence when sit each assessment
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Revision technique that
works!

Create Cornell Notes

* Rule 2 lines on a page

* List topic headings on the LH side of the page
* Beside each recall what is known already

* Open the textbook/revision guide and add in a
different colour what wasn’t known

* At the bottom of the page note 3/4 main
things in bullet points that need to be learnt

COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE NURTURING INDIVIDUALS RESPECTING OUR COMMUNITY FULFILLING POTENTIAL




Cornell notes

Cue|column Note-taking column

Mgy weords
Koy queshions

Summary

Surmumar p of yowr nafes in pour own woaros
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Revision technique that
works!

Create flash cards

e Use what needs to be learnt from the Cornell
notes to write out a set of flash cards for
every subject

* On one side have questions and the other side
the answers

e The student can use these to test themselves
or get parents to test them
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Revision technique that
works!

Spaced practice
* Get 3 boxes
e Put all the sets of subject flash cards in box 1

* When a student gets the answers on a flash card
correct, they move the card to box 2. If they get it
wrong, it stays in box 1 to be tested next time.

* A week later, if they get the answer right, it moves to
box 3. If it’s wrong, the card movesd back to box 1
again

* The aim is to get all cards into box 3




Revision timetable

e Fach revision session should last 30 minutes

e Gold day =4 sessions, Silver day = 3 sessions,
Bronze day = 2 sessions

e Across a 7 day week students should have:
3 Gold days
2 Silver days
1 Bronze day
A whole day off at the weekend
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Revision timetable
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Planners

Thamesmead
School

Tutor Group:
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Planners

Homework Diary & Weekly Planner - 2026 | Week 1 Career of the week
Septem ber | Date Dua | Den :/
Monday Achievement points
15
Tuesday
16
Wednesday
Weekly Progress + or -
Thursday
~
Friday
Target of the Week
Reflection of the Week () (8) (&) Comments

Parent/Carer Signature
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"Every day at
school is a chapter.
Miss enough, and

the story stops
making sense."



Lost confic¢

l ~
A e~




Attendance Impact

Average Grade Per Attendance Group

5.23

4.94

5.00
: 4.00
: 3.00
2.00

' 1.00

i 0.00
: 100-95% 94-90% 89-85% 84% and Below
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The Current Picture

“Attendance is Everybody’s Business”

Pre-Pandemic Current
Persistent Absence Persistent Absence
National Average National Average

12.7% 2 24.21%
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Tackling The Problem

‘Attendance is Everybody s Business” Doors open to

The 7 iration opportunities
Thamesmead Exciting Career Options
Values
ndependence Successful at work
Confidence Able to meet challenges
‘ Commitment
Resilience
Respect
Community
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How Can Parents Support?

“Attendance is Everybody’s Business”

Distinguish between 4 h 4 A
"l feel a bit off but can
get through the day™ Protect sl_eep and Talk abc_nft school
e routine positively
and "I'm actually
unwell”

\. /L '\ /
4 N\ [ N [ )
Watch for Sunday night/

Help them to _practlce Monday morning Avoid term time leave

good hygiene patterns/ clustered after
weekends and holidays
\_ /' '\ /

Get in touch early — you know your child best!

B R R




® Spot it Early

“Attendance is Everybody’s Business”

1. Reluctance — grumbling, slow to get ready, but still attending

Invisible in 2. Selective avoidance — missing specific lessons or parts of the
Data day

3. Somatic complaints — stomachaches, headaches, feeling sick,
concentrated on school mornings and easing off at weekends

4. Partial attendance — arriving late, leaving early, or attending but
withdrawn once there

Too Late 5. Fullavoidance — whole days, then whole weeks
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Whatever the Reason — We Can Help

“Attendance is Everybody’s Business”

(o A 4 N

enuine struggle If it's a case of not
to get through the fancving it?
door? ying it:

Still get them in —

Tell us, don’t . .
: we'll take it from
manage it alone —
there

K we can help j K /
—




Reading fictional extracts, non-fiction
articles, letters, travel writing, diaries,
speeches, biographies.

Creative and Persuasive
writing skills.

ACHRISTMAS |
ool

Study and analysis of
fictional novels, plays
~and poetry.




How can you support with English Language?

r

e Read!

1. Vocabulary

2. Devices

3. Sentence structure
4. Whole text structure




ENGLISH LITERATURE

* GCSE English Literature students study over 65,000 words of
fiction, drama and poetry across four set texts

AQA Anthology of Poetry

Power and
Conflict

Pnes’rle

N K <5 Anlnsp tor
CHRISTMAS

. C A R O L ond O’rher Ploys
MACBETH . Charles Dickens The Poetry Guide
&k‘ 'S 0‘\ 3 Ineltsdecs Pros Onlize Edithsn, Poriry Rendirgs sod Digital Qets
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Discuss || Encourage || Opportunities

(enthusiastically!) them to build to immerse

writing stamina themselves in
the literature







Using Sparx
Sparx Maths independent Learning

w

Homework

p\ﬁ'

Personal

Practice

Revision activities can be
found here.

Previous activity

Search for topics: Your curriculum: Default level:

Independent Learning

Enter topic name or code GCSE Level 3

Select a topic:

Algebra

Ratio and Prop

Students can type in the
topic they want to find
Probability and set the level of
difficulty.

Times tables practice



Assessment Feedback

« After every assessment, students will
be given a Personalised Learning
Checklist (PLC)

» It shows students what they still
need to work on and gives them the
Sparx clip number so they can do
this.

» It is useful to use these like a topic
list when revising.

» Teachers will use this to help set
individualised homework tasks too!

Question

Topic

Converting units of length, mass and capacity

Converting between fractions, decimals and percentages

3a Simplifying expressions by collecting like terms
3b Expanding single brackets
3c Solving equations with two or more steps
4 Combining angle facts
5 Solving direct proportion word problems
6 Percentage change with a calculator
7 Finding the area of circles
8 Sharing amounts in a given ratio
9 Changing the subjects of formulae with one step
Questions Question Title 0 Findmgsggpr‘gal val ?Zﬂseﬂﬁ?nmt Eercalcu‘atmns
1 Sharing in a ratio 2 /2 332
2 Properties of angles 5 J 5 450
3 Translate situations into algebra 3/ 3 552
4 Use compound units and rates 4 [ 5 571,738 atons
S5a Direct and inverse proportion problems 2 /2 342
S5h Direct and inverse proportion problems (assumptions) i |/ 2 342
Ga Probability {independent / dependent events - tree diags)| 2 [/ 2 361 are steps
6b Probability (independent / dependent events - tree diags)| 2 /[ 2 361 .,
7a Find expression for Nth term of a quadratic sequence 2 /2 541,559
7h Find a term for a quadratic sequence (using expression)| 1/ 1 248 Jre steps
8 Multiply mixed numbers (fractions) 2 /2 313
Ratio in context 2 J 3 332,325,704
10 Growth and decay o J 3 94, 88
1la Cumulative frequency graphs o |/ 2 437 nore than once
11b Find an estimate from a cumulative frequency graph o J/ 3 438
12 Problems with averages (mean) o / 3 408
13 Recurring decimal proofs z ) 2 54 nore than once
143 Estimation problems (3D volumes) i/ 3 131
14b Implications of over/under-estimates on final answer o |/ 1 131
153 Index notation problems i/ 2 108, 101
15b Index notation problems (fractional indices) o J 2 109
16 Rearrange formula o / 4 286
17a Factorise expressions o |/ 2
17k Simplify algebraic fractions (quadratics) 3/ 3
18 Rationalise a surd o / 3
19 Direct algebraic proof o J 3
20 Vectors o |/ 3
21 Translate situations into algebra i/ 6
22 Congruency problems o J/ 4 G6B6
J/ &80

Total

w
=]

Paper Grade equiv: 5

u3ss
usss
uios
uire
U325
U655
U7
ue71
U950
us77
ue7s
U286
us36
uB36
us17
U332
u37
uas4
U283
U988
(k)]
us7
U757
U545
gl
uie
us20
U760
us23
ugl
usg3
uie4
U988
vl
us20
u3s0
u3s0




Support Maths at Home

Help with a revision schedule.

Make sure they have the right equipment - they need to get to know their

calculators!

Talk about Maths in a positive way and encourage students to estimate as

much as possible (cooking ingredients, time taken for journeys,

measurements etc) - even students aiming for the highest grades make

mistakes here.

Check that they are doing
their home-learning
themselves, not with Al.

Sparx Maths  inaependent Leaming

Expand and simplify (4 + 7)(3r 4+ 7)

Overdew | WisualMaiches  Pageswi )

Expand and Simplify (4 +r)(3r +7)
Step 1: Apply the distributive property
(FOIL method)

We multiply each term in the first bracket
by each term in the second bracket:

(4)(31) +(&)7) + [)30) + (N7
Step 2: Perform the multiplications
12r 428432470

Step 3: Combine like terms
Combine 12r and 7r:

ar® +19r +28

Final Answer
3r2+19r+28

Al-Generated responses can contain erors and
maybe not always be relisble, Double-check for
acuracy.



A Phone Free School Day

Protecting learning,
attention and well
being for our young
people
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Why are we making this change?

e Reducing distraction
e Support relationships
e Maximising learning
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What parents told us

e Strong Support for a phone-free school day

e Parents want children to be contactable
pbefore and after school

e Families want reassurance about safety and
medical needs
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What will change?

* Phones may still be brought to school

e Phones remain available before and after
school

* Phones are placed away in pouches during
the school day

* No access during lessons, break or
lunchtime

COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE NURTURING INDIVIDUALS RESPECTING OUR COMMUNITY FULFILLING POTENTIAL




Why pouches?

Safe

e Students keep possession of their phone

Secure
e Reduced risk of loss, theft or damage

Effective

* No access during the school day
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Questions parents asked

What about travelling to and from What about medical and SEND
school? needs?

Students still have access before and | Accessible pouches
after school Reasonable adjustments to be made
with individuals

What if | need to contact my child? What if a phone is damaged?

School communication arrangements | Unlikely
remainin place We would work with each individual
case
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Contacting your child in
the school day

e Current systems remain in place

* We want students to be engaged as much as possible in
their learning. If you need to contact your child during the
school day, please contact the main office who will take the
appropriate action.

e The schoolis then able to control when this message is
passed on to be the least disruptive for your child in class.

e Students —reception or HOY/ PM will support to contact
home
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How will we introduce

pouches?
eFurther communication with

parents
eStudent training and assemblies
eSoft launch — Fri 2 Oct

oFull implementation from -
Monday 2~ Nov
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How it works

How Yondr Works
‘
“t ‘
As students enter Students close and When leaving school,
school, they place their secure their Pouch, students tap their
phone in their keeping it on them Pouch on a Base to
assigned Yondr Pouch. throughout the day. retrieve their phone,
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How it will work at Thamesmead

Students show they

Student turns phone

atreception

compliance

multiple stations at all
exits

have a pouch on Any without sent to off and places in Tutors check all
. P —> reception — phone P phones in pouches at
arrival. Unlock the . pouch as they enter. .
handed in . Tutor Period
pouch. Pouch is closed
|
v/
End of school students
. Random checks over .
Late arrivals — checked unlock on exit — Pouches closed for
—> launch to ensure

journey home

v

Early departures —
unlocked at reception
on signing out

—>

Detentions/ catch up -
phones remainin
pouches
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What happens fif...

A student forgets their pouch Found with a phone in school

Phone handed in to reception. Collected at 1st occasion — confiscation, parents collect.
end of day. 2~ occasion — confiscation, parents collect
and meet key MOS

3« occasion — confiscation and retained with
escalating nights for each subsequent time

Does not bring a phone to school Places another phone or object in pouch

Phone callhome to check As above
Search if parents tell us they have a phone
If found with a phone consequences

followed

Damaged pouch Refusal to follow any of above
Accidental/ faulty — support to replace Escalation to internal exclusion until
Phone handed in each day until replaced situation resolved

Deliberate - replaced at cost to student
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Cost

e £16 per pouch —via Tucasi
e Encourage ownership and personal responsibility
e Support available for families who need it

e Students are responsible for their individual pouch
— please label them clearly

e L ost or damaged pouches will need to be replaced
at the same cost

* Pristine pouches can be returned at the end of Year
11 for a credit towards their prom ticket - £10
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Any questions or
thoughts

e Please speak to a member of staff at the end
of the meeting
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Key information

e Year 10 & 11 Subject content — this is on our
website in the form of a Curriculum
newsletter

e The Study Room for Year 11 (Rm 16B) is open
till 3.30pm on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday for students who wish to complete
work/revise in school before they go home

e Catch-up sessions for Year 11 — these are
going to be running for invited students after
school starting
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Key information

e Study skills — students in Year 11 will have
training on these at the beginning of next
term

e Year 11 & Year 10 RPE Mocks — these will take
place from the 2nd till 13th November and
from the 22nd February till the 5t March

e Year 10 & 11 Data reports — you will receive 3
of these during the year, the first of which will
be sent out on Thursday 15th October

®
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Key information

e Year 11 Progress Review meetings — these will be
held in person on Thursday 10t December and
Tuesday 23rd March

e Year 10 Progress Review meetings — will be on
Wednesday 13 January

e Raising subject concerns — if you have any concerns
about your child’s work, please contact the class
teacher or Curriculum or Subject Leader in the first
Instance

e Dropping subjects — students will not be permitted
to drop any subject
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College Open Evenings

Please see our website for a very
comprehensive list of college
events that are taking place over
the next few months
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Questions

We are happy to answer
questions at the end of the
presentation.
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